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I high among the German writers o "ge ni- 
us and taſte, His treatiſes on National Tide, 


and Medical Experience, are tranſlated into al- 
moſt eyery European language. His book on 

Solitude, is a treaſure of philoſophical reſearches 

into the inmoſt recefles of the human N 


. written under the dictates of the warmeſt ſen 
ſihility and love of mankind, in a ſtyle ful of 
elegance and vigour®. The performance, which 
1 preſume to introduce to the Engliſh public, 


his Works. It contains many a ſtriking, 
:ihaoyd and. viſe Fark on ons af the greateſt 


. = bas Englih 8 of this een work has 
41 a lately advertiſed in the Public Adyertiſer, and 
other newſpapers. But I am ſorry to find, that it is a 


them merit of ROY; — the crowd of Galli verſions, 


— 


K b. 10 it the following v PETS, rinks 


is the laſt, but not the leaſt commendable of 


men 


tranſlation of a French tranſlation, not diſtinguit ſhed for 
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men that ever adorned a throne, drawn from 
the pureſt ſources of hiſtorical information. 
The cireumſtanees from Which it originated, 
are not leſs remarkable than itſelf. 


During Frederick's laſt ilIneſs, the author, 
for ſome time attended this great King. His 
perſonal acquaintance with him had com- 
menced many years before, When a cruel 
operation, which he was forced to undergo, 
obliged him to ſtay ſome months at Berlin, 
The veneration, with which the exploits of 
the Hero, and the talents: of the Philoſopher 


ang Poet had filled Zimmerman's "a than 


— % 
a—_ 


_ "Increaſed by his acquaintance with the man, 
and grew, if poſſible, during his attendance on 
Frederick in his laſt ſickneſs, 
Prederick had fcaree breathed his laſt, when 

* Count Mirabeau proſtituted the moſt won- 

daerful abilities, to ſlander the departed mo- 


dico vindicate Him. He publiſhed in the year 
<4: ; Fn 1121 e 1 12 | Sg e 1788, 


70 
. 
„ 


| 
PATIO E - 'M. 
Ar ba. ; 8 144 Ay en iy i, > 471 | 
: 1788, a Treatiſe, On Frederick the Great, 
which, in a very ſhort time, went through 
four different editions. The Berlin infor- 
mers, who had ſuggeſted to Count Mirabeau 
all the falſe and ſlanderous matter of his former 
works, could not remain ſilent. They ſet a 
prompting and di dating again, and Mirabeau . 
wrote his Secret Hiftor y of the Court of Berlin, 
ga firange collection of pifure, famoſæ, drayn 
| by the meaneſt daubers, but coloured with all 
| the maſter-ſkill of Titan, or Correggio. After 
f WW this monſtrous compoſition had made its ap- 
x pearance, Dr. Zimmerman was, urged, by 
8 many friends of Frederick, to enlarge his for- 
f mer work into an ample vindication of this 
1 matchleſs Prince, from the undeſerved cen- . 
ſure and aſperſion of his ſlanderers. In com- 1 
pliance with their wiſh, and under the pow- 5 
n erful aſſiſtance of Baron Horſt, the boſom- 5 
1 friend of Frederick, and Count Herzberg, bis. ; 
o- famous miniſter of ſtate, he compoſed this 
2 Work, which was publiſhed laſt year at Leipſic, 
ed in three volumes, ſmall octavo. As the third 
of volume contains the author's converſations 
ſe- with Frederick the Great, mentioned before, 
es, and ſome chapters are ſwollen by Dr. Zim- 
nt merman's altercations with other German 
rſt J Literati, totally unintereſting to the Engliſh. 
re- reader by cutting off this heterogeneous mat- „ 
me ter, and omitting thoſe converſations, &•r. I 1 
ith WU Have been able to contract into wo volumes, 1 
oſe 12 m0. the original work, without curtailing it 1 
ear in any way injurious to its real value. r 
88, e enen TELL; Such | . b bo | 


Pa * enrk NAC. 
18 | : . 1 . 8 be | 3 
. ; Such is the origin. of this work, which, 


though not''a complete Hiſtory of Frederick 
the Great, repreſents him in .the © moſt 
ſtriking points of view, and in the moſt pro- 
minent fituations of his life, with correctnefs, 
impartiality and truth. Great as its worth is, 
in this reſpect, it receives, however, an addi- 
tional value from two * letters, writ- 
. ten by the Empreſs of. Ruſſia, to the author, 
wherein this. Princeſs vindicates her own cha- 

f racter, no where leſs underſtood than in this 
7 country; from the ftrong light in which, 
| © © behdes ſeveral other great men, Count Herz- 
berg appears, this great 'Pruffian miniſter of 
„ _ * Nate, 0 ill-judged of here, by party mad po- 
licians, and even in a late debate in the Houſe 


—— err — 
* 


— 
ig rowing” — 


| - 4: Grieg ig ow miſrepreſented by a noble 
1 Viſcount; from the ſtatement of the true 


cauſes, and origin of the alliance between 
England and Pruſſia, and of many other im- 
portant political events; and, laſtly, from the 
great number of (intereſting and well founded 
anecdotes, concerning eminent public and 
literary charaQers of this and other Countries. 


I humbly conceive, that all theſe diſtin- 
guiſhed advantages, which procured to the 
original the moſt favourable reception on the 
continent, cannot fail to ingratiate this pub- 
- heation with a Britiſh Public: and I venture 
to hope, that thoſe politicians, whoſe minds 

5 but too eagerly ſwallowed the delicious French 
* poiſon, diſtilled by the late Mirabeau, will not 


% E — 
—— —— — y - 


| reject the genuine German antidote, held out 
| to them in this performance. 
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MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
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EE TRANSLATOR. 


1 . 
Introduzion, Plan, and Sources of this Wark. 


: 
» 


* — 


* 
— 


R EDE RICK “s hiſtory i is not yet ex. 
h hauſted. Many a great and benevo- 
lent action of t this matchleſs monarch i is 
not pes recorded, | There i i kind of 
immenſity and incxhauſtibility in ſuch a. 


life and fuch a chanater; you ſeek, and 


. His life, reign, 
and character, will! be an object of curioſity | 
and. reſearch even in ages the moſt re- 


Val. T "2 _ | mote, 


. 


x 


/ 


\ mote, and Kudied by men, whoſe anceſtor | 


N 
+ | ' SELECT views or THE LIFE, 9195 


. 


are yet unborn. 


There is but one man fit to be Freder- 
ick's Tacitus, and the architect of his im- 


5 mortality 8 temple “. But all his cotempo- 
raries may collect and gather materials 


0 5 for 


n count © Habeas the. old friend and de 


of Frederick the Great. He wrote me the 12th of April, 


1788. © $i; je ne eroyois pas devoir ſacrifier mon temps aux 
« affaires eſſentielles & neceſſaires de Et, je pourrois peut- 


- « etre compoſer Thiſtoire de Frederick II. la plus fare, Ia plus 


(complete & la Plus inſtructive 835 le genre humain, qui ex- 


64 te, parceque Yai maniẽ les principales affaires ſous lui de- 
«-puir 1745, jusqu'à fa mort & que j'ai toutes les archives 


ſous ma diſpoſition. Je verraĩ ce que la providence me permet- 
4 tra de faire; en attendant jamaſſe des materiaux.” Did I 


+ not think myſelf obliged to devote my time id thę m 1 
10 ment of eſſential and neceſſary ſtate-affairs, I could perhaps 


4 rite the mot true, complete and inſtructive hiſtory of Fre- 
. « derick the II. becauſe I have managed, under him, his 


principal affairs ſince 1745, till his death. I ſhall ſee what 


«providence will permit me to do; ; mean while bein 


60 l ” 


4 a 
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or FREDERIGK THE GREAT. * 


ſor this die beſbre the torrent of time 
a . and en them ay. 
4 hae Klette and aalepis this n 
fome ſuch materials; not picked up in the 
coteries of Berlin, nor gleaned in coffee- 
rooms and Public houſes, from waiters, 
and the liveried or unliveried gentry of 
avertis. An intimate acquaintance witn 
daron Horſt, the boſom friend of Freder- 
jek, and for many years his confidential 
miniſter of Nate, has furniſhed me wit 
a ur number -; To ea Tam indebted | 


"* Innumerable ls 1 Fs Ying to baron Horſt, I have 
not only heard of, not only ſeen, but peruſed,. during my ſtay 
with the baron in June and December, 1786. The laſt letter 
of Fredefick was of the 10th of Auguſt, 1786, and of courſe of 
the laſt poſt-day before the king's death, or thereabout. The 
colleQion of theſe letters is a cabinet-ſtock of the higheſt value; 
but very few of them would bear communication. 
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to count Heraberg, the marquis Lucheſi- 
ni, now Pruſſian ambaſſador at Warſaw, 


and to generals and other eye-witneſſes of 

| Frederick's exploits ; ſome L owe to per-  ; 

ſons of the higheſt rank, whom it would ill ; 

be indiſcreet to name, and a few obſerva- ll 

_ tions, ſcattered through this work, I made 

| myſelf during his laſt illneſs, when ftand- F 

ing before his arm chair, in awful ſilence, a 

I ſaw the hero, and the king, ſtruggle with ! 

25 the man; or in moments more calm and t 

ſerene, with the royal philoſopher and po- 

ng Utician 1 converſed, upon topics highly in- 
* ; tereſting, but ſometimes ſuch as would ll : 
N | be glaring impropriety to b before 2 
| . the OW”! 3 e ee £ 


OF, FREDERICK. THE'GRBAT, — 


What I have to ſay about this great 
king, will but too often-claſh with the re- 
ports of his hiſtoriographers, anecdotiſts, 3 

panegyriſts, charafer-painters, a and charac- 
ter-daubers. But my every, cenſure ſhall be 
mild and gentle, except with thoſe who de- 
ſerve a ſevere correction, and in caſes of - 


| fuch groſs* mifreprefentation and arrö- 


gance, as made count Mirabeau ſay, 25 The 
Pruffian monarchy will never ripen to ma- | 
rarity, but moulder away*. ” Truth'is niy 
only care; and my only aim. Egquidiſtant 
from his idolaters and his ſlanderers, I wiſh - 
to repreſent to my readers 5 Frederick, ſuch 
as he really Was: He, no doubt; was a 
FIBA but a "Ong man is not a man 
„ Oni 
„ Hiſtoire fecrene de Jcour de Berlin, Vol, 2. p. 78. 
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7 rick Wi Mam the ; Fit; on the 
 Charatter of his Reign and its Tice 
over that 1 his Son, hs tina 


naw” 


Frederick the Great, tells us, that 
Frederick William the Firſt had been 
nicknamed the corporal among the kings, 
and count Mirabeau ſeems even to ſup- 
poſe, that he had been, rafher. Aa * tle 
 crack-brained*. i 


cam aigns under Marlborough and Tu- 
renne; and theſe. heroes, * think, did 
De la monarchic Prulficnne, Vol. 1.p. 86, 


4 


Case 0 tate on 


| Frederick W . 3 his firſt 


| | | 7 | 4 It 
4 % 8 — . . 
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not form corporals of their royal pupils. 
He was in the battle of Malplaquet, and 
followed Charles XII. in all his cam- 
paigns | in Pomerania. Seated on the 
throne, he certainly preferred the olive of 
peace to the laurels of war. But his en- 
joying the happineſs of not being forced 
do a war, prov es.by no means | that he was 
unequal to the taſk of ſuperintending 
and conducting its great concerns, A 


mong his papers were found elaborate | 
plans of campaigns, to which the ſucceſ- 
fon to. the principalities of \Juliers' and 
Bergen, if conteſted, would have com- 
pelled him. Such plans we do not * find 


* en the eren * e 
not > 


* 
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His great endouments and abilities 
were beſt known to his ſucceſſor, and he 
vas their moſt candid judge... His educa- 
tion was even worſe than the common 
tuition of heifs apparent to a crown. His 
mind, however, was great enough, with- 
out the leaſt inſtruction, to conceive and 
execute plans, ſome of which would have 
done honour. to a Colbert, others to a 

115 eſtabliſhed, in TOE PF VINE TL manu- 
atories of the greateſt i importance. "Thoſe 
af wool, which he introduced, employ, at 
this very moment; millions of hands. He 
firſt ſubj ected every ranch of the public 
revenue, to the ſtricteſt order and control. 
N by | him, » agriculture and huſ- 
 bandry 


— wa” 


t 


Jeinization of his ſtate. But he made 4 
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bandry made ſuch progreſs, as without 
him they could not have made "oy two. 
i wi FE Fe {At | 
2.49 
He 15 . changed with tmoing 15 
hated the profeſſion of a merchant; and 
fancied that it did not agree with the or- 3 


diſtinction betwixt the real merchant, 
whom he favoured and ſupported *, „and 
the innumerable herd of petty traders, 
whom, as they hawked and retailed no- io 
thing but foreign commodities, he did 
not think NR of porn 

Before 


# * The Er! WEED" of Splingerber 4 and Dan was of 
get ti wake bis e . 


an 
11 


? 
* 
* 
; 
4 
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Before Gille Eaſt Frizia, nd Wel 


| Proflia, were Joined: to che Pruſſian mo- 
5 narchy, it contained about three hundred 
towns. If we ſuppoſe that in each of 
5 them lived ten ſuch traders,” we-ſuppoſe 
Kt great number indeed. But even this 
number was far exceeded by choſe, Who, 
for their Whole ſubſiſtence, or the main 
part of it, depended on inland manu- 


factories, and were more than a million. 


Frederick William did not think it juſt 
and prudent to deprive a million of his 
ſubjects of their ſubſiſtence, that-a much 
ſmaller number of Pedlars might Proſ- 
per. It was his opinion, that theſe 
traders could live as well by ſelling i in- 
land manufactures, as by dealing only in 
foreign articles. Politicians are very 


often 


fi 
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-en at odds with commerce and Wade 
re petty traders were angry with Fre- 
gerick William, and the hawkers com- . 
fuser W, him. 7 8 


1 3 


Thy he 


Truly great was | Frederick William s 
bought, that a king never acquires a 
ore deſirable ſecurity: for- himfelf, or 
reater intereſt and weight with other 
otentates, than by a well- ſtocked trea- 
y. Mr. Fiſher, a profeſſor at Hall, 
8 author of a good hiſtory of Frederick 
e Great, aſſures us, „ That F rederick 
William's treaſure in the year 1531, con- 
ſiſted of thirty-one millions of dollars, 
y in and in the year 1740, of ſeventy-two®. 15 
very t hers ſpeak. even a „ hundred mil- 
ften % Het Ee in 1 lions. 

Hiſtory of Frederick II. Tom. 1. p. 41. 


x 
” a 
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lions. In the poſthumous wotlls'6f Fro 
" derickthe Second, we find, however, theſe 
. very words, . The late king left eight 
millions, ſeven hundred thouſand 
1M Oo" Fare money .. | 
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A profeſſor certainly cannot give us ax 
; good an account of a treaſury” s ſtock ax 
te king, its proprietor and poſſeſſor, or 
. as thoſe who keep the 010 of the 

: i treaſury, and ſee its ac&6un 1 | Howl 
1991 | ever, we may venture to ary that the 
| 5 profeſſor is right, and Frederick's pol | 
A os humous 1 works are ane 1 

| 


. " — 
, ©2365, net — — — 
——— 7 : n : 
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r 
n 
„„ 
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aid | 8 


It is jperedibl tht Frederick the de 
5 cond, with his own hand, ſhould have 


written, that his father had left no more 


„ Ocuvres wake de Frederick Il vol. 1 p. 26. 


. 
| 
{| 
- | 
4 ; 
N. 5 
. 
24 * 
$7 
: 
1 
1 %4 
* bi 
#2 j 
% 
{ | 
| 
2 a 
5 
1 
: 
% ' 
A 
Y $ 
\ i 
1 
* '* 
17 : 
f 1 
. WA 
© FL 
I 
0 ; 
* 
* _ 
IF LA . ; 
"© % 
'"G 
* 
71 * 
* % 
3 
ON 
07 
ys 4 74 
6 $f 
W. 
> DV F 
of N 4 
fi 
0 
+ E 
© 1 
4 [8 
5 * 
* 
i 4 
| 7 
A 
- 
* 
4 5 
4 4 
"x 
N 5 
L. 
a. p 
* 
v. 
5 
n 
4 G 
i} $ 
9  # 
6 
LE 
. F 


or FREDERICK THE GREAT, 1 


than eight chillivne: and - ſeven hundred ; 
thouſand dollars. The ingenious Denitia * 
touches this point with the wary pru- 
dence of a man who cannot help believ- 
ing vrhat be ought to believe. A mini- 
ſter of Frederick the Great told me, 

ſmiling, „ Theſe eight millions in ſez 
ven hundred thouſand dollars, are either 
« a blunder of the copieſt, or an error-of 


es the preſs; for the miſtake in the ſum 
4 is palpable and obvious.” TD 


The reaſons on which he founded this 
aſſertion, had great weight with me, and, 
I dare ſay, vill have the ſame with the hiſto- 


rians of the preſent time, and of future ages. 
« Whoever has the leaſt knowledge of 


« the Pruſſian finances, ſaid he, muſt 
Vor. I. 7 0 know, 
4 * Eſſay fr 1 Frederick II. Berlin, 7 Bl 51. 
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more than one million, three hundred 
0 thouſand dollars. Suppoſe now that 
« ſince 1720, he titaſured up but one mil. 
lion per annum; this would make twice 
e as much and more than the eight millions 


much greater ſum flowed yearly into the 

n treaſury, from what was called the re- 
« cruiting fund, to which every one of 
« The yearly amount of this ſum was only 


 « ſellor Trautzettel. This counſellor 


* the king laid by annually.” . 


« know, that F rederick William the I. to. 
« wards the end of his reign, laid by yearly 


« mentioned in Frederick's works. But a 


« his ſubjects was obliged to contribute. 


1e known to his miniſter Marſhal and coun- 


2 up — = ty 


ce held the keys of the treaſury, and no one 


7 
x 4 n z 
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The iter and gold plate which he 
left in the palace of Berlin; the fourteen 5 
filver chandeliers in the white ſaloon and 
the gallery, the biggeſt of which weighs | 
eight and twenty hundred weight ; the 
filver glaſs. frames, ſome of which are 
| of fix hundred weight ; the ſilver tables, 
of ſtill greater weight; the filver box 
in the hall, fit to receive eighteen muſi- 
cians; the golden furniture in the queen's 
ſtate=room, are of immenſe value, which | 
none of them were melted down in the 
firſt or ſecond Silefian war ; which cer- 
tainly would have been done, if the trea- 5 
ſure of Frederick William the Firſt had 
ne conſiſted of no more than eight millions 
ch and ſeven hundred thouſand dollars. 


Cx bs 95 
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- With dhe fame prodence which 1 made 
on eat treaſure, he ated, 


"i all rn known: in creating and diſ. 


ciplining his army. As king, therefore, 


he deſerves, upon the whole, to ſtand in 
high eſtimation with poſterity ; but con- 
ſidered: as a man, he was certainly far 
from being amiable, and. the leaſt fo 
when he took i it in his head. to handle with 


his: cane he periwig of a- French elergy- 
| | x REO his 


PR . 5 15 1 FRAN Vea 
and ſougbneſs. His ideas of right and 
vVvxong were not. always very Clear. He; 
olten fancied himſelf to be right, when 


k 4 k 
% 


* Souvenirs * cue p par Formoy, | Berlin 1789, 


Vol. 1. Page bo.” 
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full of matter which raiſes aſtoniſhment. 
Baron Shlieſtedr, e to the late 


v chambre de juſtice, fit ordonner à tous les membres de ſe 


© k mèsure, qu'il en entroit un, le roi raſſoit vigoureurement, 


' with ſome ſentence paſſed by a court of judicature, ordered 


len all its members to appear before him at a certain hour. 
They did, and every one, as be entered the room, got a 

he . fine drubbing from the king, accompanied with ſevere re 
ptoaches of his injuſtice,” Souvenirs d'un citoyen, Tom. I. 


789. Nee 84. 


he was perfectly in the wrong ; and it 
„ cannot be denied, that in the true ſpirit 
. of the manners of yore, inſtead of the 
ſceptre, he would ſometimes ſway the 
ſtick “. Ingenious and acute of mind he 
was, however, in an eminent degree, and 7 
by no means a thickſkull, as count 
Mirabeau ſeems to think. His laſt will is 


C 3 | duke 2 
9.4 ie roi, mecontent de tie) hence ponke par une 
' rendre chez lui à un heure marquee. Ils comparuient, et 


© en lui reprochant fon iniquits.” The king, difpleaſed 


Md 
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duke of Brunſwick, in the capacity of an «| 

Fla © envoy of . his court, was preſent at the ie a 

opening of this will, and told a friend of 1 

mine, that in the teſtament of king Fre- at 

derick William the Firſt, he found the c 

following words : © All my- lifetime, in . i 

5 order, to foil the envy of the, houſe Af 

9 5 2 | of Auſttia, 1 have been obliged to hang 60 a 
e out two Paſſions, which I never had, 

« namely, a faoliſh avarice, and an extra- . 


vagant fondneſs for tall ſoldiers, *Twas con 
4 but out of compaſſion to theſe glaring tate 
10 weakneſſes, that] was allowed to gather 
* 1 great treaſure, and to raiſe a ſtrong 
ec army. Both of them exiſt; and my cat] 
+0 ſucceſſor has no more occaſion for a 


«. maſk. Among my papers will be found 
« an account, which proves, that my fir firf 
1 * battalion h 
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c battalion. of guards coſts me exactly 1 


' as much as ſix regiments of infantry. 
If, therefore, this battalion be put on 


the common war eſtabliſhment, and, in 


2 compliment to my memory, their pay 


5 increaſed a third, my ſon may. raiſe 


new, regiments « of infantry. without any 


y additional Let 
"The publication of a rick dick 
contains things. ſo honourable to the teſ- | 


tator, and ſo little expected; were a mark 
of refpect which. ſhould not be denied to 


a king, who, with ſuch unwearied appli- 
cation and ſteadineſs, purſued his wiſe 


plan. F rederick. the Great followed. 
the advice of. his father, in the very 


firſt days of. his reign, and took into 


his 
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his ſervice ſix regiments, whom the then 
tutelar adminiſtration of e 0 
was about to diſband. e 
| Norvithſtanding all the Ahh of | 
the reign of king Frederick William the 
Firſt, and the great reſpect which Frede- 
rick the Second felt for his father, and 
' teſtified by many immortal monuments, 
it cannot be ſaid, that, in the moſt im- 
portant concerns of government, the fa- 
ther was an abſolute model for the fon. 
Frederick the Second approved of and 
followed the political maxims of his father. 
Pruſſia, with out a ſtrong army, is but a 
ſtate of little conſequence in the eyes of 
the great Eu ropean powers: a great ſtock 
of money is neceſſary for maintaining a 
| ſtrong 


JJ. His 
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* 


Gros; army, ll making it een an 
increaſe of Population is likewiſe re- 
quiſite for that purpoſe; and this in the 
Pruſſian dominions cannot be obtam- 

ed, but by raiſing and increaſing manu 
factories, which give een at 
ubſterercomiions. 15510 a5: 


2 * 
” Ws fo «x 2 4 c 2 1 4 1 9 — 3 * 
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in all thefe 1 


panded, was the horizon of the ſon's 


ind. Utterly different were his tenets, 


zdminiſtration of juſtice, univerſal legiſ- 
ature, and particularly thoſe laws, the 


nternal policy and happineſs of the people. 


5 The 1 believed, _s ts as [the father, 


holly diſſimilar, and much more ex- 
oncerning the means of improving the 


mmediate tendency of which is the beſt 
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His rneafaves; ideas, and execution with 
reſpect to all this, had not the leaſt re- 

ſemblance to thoſe of his father. Frede- 
rick William ſhewed the way to a wiſe 
political ceconomy; and his fon has proved 
| how much farther it is poſſible to proceed 
towards perfection. The keenneſs of his 
mind cauſed him to imitate his father in 
all his unimprovable . regulations. - His 
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. 42 8 285 e 5 
Un Freaerick's Situation relative to his 


d Father — On his Plan to 20 to Vienna, | 
d embrace the Roman Catholic Religion, and 
Is 555 the N Mary T here. 


is REDERICK WILLIAM vis a great 
prince, but rather too harſh in the 
| 14» reſſion of his ſentiments and feelings. 
|| the parade, he would fiſt and cane 
e ſoldiers ; and once, in a fit of anger, 
with difficulty was prevented by the 
een, from throwing out of the window . 


Ee 


e princeſs -royal, married afterwards 
the margrave of Anſpach. Frederick, 


> was neither fond of military 


P. ſhows | 


of the ſoldiers, aygided, as much as hi 
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ſhows, nor approved of the ill treatmen 


f could, the company of his father; 3 and 
| retired. to his favourite - amuſement! 


w 
the reading of F rench Hooks, makin * 
| | French verſes, and playing, on the flute 1 
This was not the way to pleaſe Frederic m 
5 William. But, that a diſlike to hi 
: great fon carried that king o far ¶ m 
to preſs bim to give up his "right W 4; 
ſucceſſion. to the crown in favour of hl ch 
younger brother, Auguſtus William; ; an for 
that Frederick, during his 2-100 the 
Cuſtrin, declared to the preſident 1 Munl ſh: 
chow, that he would. agree to it, and ad] bel 
lee 


f cept o of a x penſion from his father, und 


SE 


| IT oi 
N * Charater of Frederick Il 10 M.. . Baſking, 2d e 1 


Hall. * Page 179. 
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e proviſo, however, that he were at 
liberty to ſpend it in England, or ſome 
other foreign country, are aſſertions of 
Mr. Buſhing, * if not groundleſs, at leaſt 
wanting ſtronger proofs than rumours 


dignity of an hiſtorian, obſtinately to 
maintain what he is unable to prove. 


diſplaying i in the fight of all Europe, his 
character and his ſentiments towards his 


Mun ſhall relate the opinions of Frederick's' 
d aq; beſt hiſtorians, and ſubjoin rhat which 


und {cems the moſt wa to me, een 


* 


l 


- 


„„ 


and tradition. It is unbecoming the 


1 — 
reer — 
—— 


err 8 


The famous plot of Frederick's elope- 
ment gave his father an opportunity of . 


ſon. various are the conjectures about 
nt ¶ the aim and meaning of this plot. 
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of George II. afterwards married to the 


Prince Stadtholder, a princeſs, as he tells - 
: us; highly amiable and extremely hand- 


ſome. Amiable, for aught I know, ſhe 
might be; but God forgive Mr. Denina, 
his aſſuring us, that ſhe was handſome. 


A nobleman, who had very often had the 
honour to ſee this Princeſs, and; to dine 
with her, gave the following deſcription 


of her beauty. Her complexion was 
_ <& very like the colour of Daniſh leather; 


i her eyes large and ſtaring ; the eye- 


, lids hanging and fo large, that for a 


« ſmall mouth they could have ſerved as 


40 lips; the mouth very large; the un- 


Dog + derlip 


* 2 ſur la vie * le . de Frederick 1 II, 
. page 19, T 5 ; vs 


Mr. Denina * ſuppoſes, that it was 
Frederick's intention to go to England, 
for the purpoſe of marrying a daughter 


II, 


o 


"ui. 


or FREDERIOK THE GREAT. 


& derlip arcadfully jutthie 41 pendent ; „ 


« the Whole face flat and broad; the 
ce head deep between the ſhoulders; her; 
« ſhape ſhort and thick ; and her ſpeech _ 
« extremely quick, Wai and diſa - 10 
06 gteeable. 17549 E: 

Love inſpired by body een ind. 
of courſe, not actuate Frederick. Wich 
more probability, ſays Mr. Fiſher, * that 
he was deter mined to go to England by 


his wiſh to remain independent of the 


Auſtrian ſyſtem, and to diſappoint, - 
Marſhal Seckendorf, who endeayoured 

to perſuade , his father, to betroth 

Frederick to the Emperor s niece, 
Princeſs Elizabeth Chriſtine of Brunſ- 
wick, whom he was obliged to marry af. 
terward 8. But George II. at that time, 


D LS „ clove 


Hidory of Frederick E page 9. 


od 
BE | 
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dlove as faſt to the Aliſtrian fy tem as 
Frederick William, and, conſequently, 
- Frederick could not expect to find more 
hy independence from that ſyſtem at Eondon 
than at Berlin. Nearly connected as 


Frederick William was, both with Beg - 


land and Avftria, itis- difficult'to'con- 
ceive, how Frederick could think it 
either neceffary to clope to Eugland, fot 5 

the purp« | 


—_—_ himſelf from: 3 a connexion with 


But was it bis idea to go to nn 
tre to embrace the Roman Catholic re- 


ligion, and to marry the Archducheſs 


Mer y Therefa; this certainly was one of 
the greateſt thoughts, which his power- | 


ful mind ever deviſed through the whole 
courſe of his H{eiqus. life, becauſe the 


4 


| exec ution 


ſe of marrying an Engliſh: 
Princeſs, or convenient, in order to diſ- 
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execution of this plan would have pre- 
-vented many a ſtream of blood, and to- 
"tally altered che gigantic courſe of the 
ighteenth century. It. i is likely that this 
was Frederick's s idea, but I cannot. ws 
tend to ſay, it is ae 7 
Frederick the Great was Amden to 
Ae from his father. This plan was 
diſcovered, | His father, enraged to the 


uttermoſt, impriſoned hem in the caſtle 
of Cuſtrin, ordered a court to try him, 


7 and ſeveral: members of this court were 
of opinion, that he had forfeited his life. 
„ This is notorious, and no one doubts it. 
? But what were the reaſons which placed 


8 his intended eſcape i in ſo heinons a light, 
f that he, the heir apparent to the crown, = 
-. ſome of his jadges, could appear 

* eas of a crime, that deſerved death? 
bei | D 's: i 375: 
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Ie i is known to a certainty, that three 
young officers were the confidents of the 
prince royal, and choſen to accompany 
him in his flight; namely, Baron Spaan, 
who previouſly had ſet out for Dreſden; 
Baron Keith, who eſcaped to Portugal, 
returned many years after, and died as 
adjutant- general and maſter of the horſe 
to Frederick; and the unhappy Lieute- 
nant Catt, who, under his eyes, was Be. 

headed at Cuſtrin. 1 
It i is further doubtleſs, that he! mar- 
gravine of Bareut, the beloved fiſter and 
moſt intimate friend of Frederick, whoſe 


ſtatue, like the i image of a goddeſs, he 


placed in the temple of friendſhip at 
. Sans Soucy, was in the ſecret of the in- 
tended eſcape of her brother, and that 
ſhe afliſted bim with her e to at- 
chieve i it. 
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No one doubts alſo, that Count Seck- : 


endorf, the then imperial miniſter at 
T Berlin, after the king's return from We- 
5 fel; where the plot was diſcovered, did 
. every thing in his power to protect the 
3 prince from the vehemence of his fa- 


Ss WW ther's anger. And higbly remarkable 
eit is, that Seckendorf, in all he did, fol- 

- WU lowed but the orders he had received 
from Vienna, and. that he acted: ſo ex pe - 
ditiouſly, as ſcarce to have had time to 
— ſend a meſſenger to Vienna. Of courſe, 

d the i intention of the prince royal muſt 
ſe have been known there before- hand,, and 
e | Scckendorf was inſtructed how to act, in 
at | caſe the plot ſhould be diſcovered, and 

1- || the hot-headed king fly into that vio- 
at bent paſſion, which, it was eaſy, to fore- 
. We 


” — 
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Moreover, it is certain, chat, as Hoon 
4 it was known, that this paſſion had 
riſen to the higheſt pitch, and Frederick 
William thought on nothing leſs than 


the decollation of the prince, Seckendorf 
delivered to the king credentials, kept 


ſecret till then, by which the emperor 
declared him his ambaſſador, and that in 
: this capacity, he demanded an audience, 
and told the monarch: The emperor 
0 had ordered him 1 immediately to de- 
4 clare war, if any herſh meaſure ſhould 
4 be taken againſt the prince, who, as 
«, prince royal, and born prince of the 
« empire, was under the protection of 
< the emperor and the whole empire.“ 


It is incontrovertible and well known, 


dat at firſt the king anſwered the am- 
\, baſſador with much violence: © Iam 


«maſter in my dominions and my houſe” ; 
8 but 


, 
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but afterwards recollected himſelf. and 
pardoned | the prince, whole marriage 
with the before- mentioned niece of the 
emperor, was then agreed on between 
Frederick William and Seckendorf. 
A marriage of Frederick with Marx 
Thereſa, held out every proſpect of gran- 
deur and proſperity to the houſe of 
Auſtria, and anſwered much more the 
views of the Imperial | court, and. pro- : 
miſed quite another ſupport of the Prog 
malic fanftion, than the alliance with the 
houſe of. Lorrain, which was after 
wards contracked. Thus, perhaps, in a 
fecret negociation with the court of M. 
enna, originated Frederick's plan of 
martying Mary Thereſa, the heireſs ' 
all the Auſtrian dotminions. No one was 
more able. to ME this hegociatian 
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than Seckendorf, a crafty and ſucceſsful 
| negociator®; 3 and Frederick had cer- 
tainly no objection to the emperor's chief 
and firft condition, a change of. religion, 
as he wy ee at all ene 
whatever. 


* 


1 


ERS, « Frederick,” FR Mr. 7 10 hated Seck- 
« endorf and the whole Auſtrian party at his father's 
4 court. Frederick, it is true, ſpeaks of Secken- 
dorf i in terms of diſguſt and contempt, and calls him 
an uſurer, with whom lies were ſo current, that he en. 
tirely loſt the uſe of truth. But Frederick's diſlike to 
Seckendorf, aroſe later from an opinion, either that 
Seckendorf had miſled him, or that he had not fecond. 
ed the views of the Imperial court with becoming ac- 


1 tivity and zeal, he being a zealous Proteſtant, and, of 


courſe, deteſting the very idea of a Proteſtant prince 
becoming a Roman Catholic. Againſt the Imperial 
court he was ſet much later by the almoſt incredible 
machinations of this court, diſcovered a, ſhort time 
after his father's death, and by the certain information, 
that even Pruſſian miniſters of ſtate were bribed way 


penſions by the POPs 


. Fhat 


* 


17 hat it was his ſerious en to 


turn Roman Catholic and to marry Mary 


Thereſa, is affirmed by two men of very 
reſpectable character, companions and 


friends of Frederick the Great; Count 
Munchow, afterwards miniſter in Sileſia, 
and General Bork. Baron Horſt remem- 


bers very well to have heard it related, 


by theſe to noblemen, both friends. of 
his father. 555 


And this it was, which enraged F redes 
rick William the Firſt. to ſuch a degree, 
that, for ſome time, it ſremed nothing 
but the blood of his ſon could expiate 
his crime. Frederick William, in the 


true ſpirit of the Heidelberg cate- 
chiſm, looked upon the: maſs as the 


moſt diabolical idolatry, ſtuck dread- 
fully tiff to the orthodoxy of his fa- 


thers, and would. have ſuppoſed, that | 
5 2 ; every | 
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every Proteſtant ſoul in all his dominions, 
muſt deſcend ſtraightway to hell, if his 
ſon embraced the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion; which univerſal Pruſſian perdition 
was happily prevented by the diſcovery 
made at Weſel. 5 
| It is rather fingular, that Mr. Fiſher, 
after having thus ſtrenuouſly afferted 
Frederick's defign to go to England, at 
laſt ſeems, almoſt, to be of my opinion. 
“ The marriage,” ſays he, „ between 
Frederick the Second and the princeſs 
«© of Brunſwick, was ſo extremely agree- 
cc able to Francis, duke of Lorrain, 
etc that he, in perſon, aſſiſted . at the-ce- 
«© remony, becauſe he could not help 
ce fearing an alliance between Frede- 
& rick and Mary Thereſa, by which 
« Auſtria would have obtained at once 
be. Ca end ſhe had * for three 


8 centuries 
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centuries together.“ He even adds; 
« This ſeems to have been the reaſon, - 
di which made Frederick endeavour to 
ce decline every marriage during the life 
ce of his father;“ and further; - „ F re- 
« derick's going over to the an Cas - 
« tholic religion, would have opened.to : 
4 him a. proſpect of the greateſt Mate | 
t 6c advantages.” i 
. Hiſtorians, like Fieber, will 4 
n ſometimes prove, what they are not con · i 
s vinced of themſelves: and then, often, { | 
e. they let ſlip a word which clears up \ 
, what they with to obſcure. This is 7 
e- ſtrange enough; but ſtranger Rill would | 1 
lp | it be, if the papers delivered by Seck- 1 
le- endorf to che court of Vienna, which I 1 
ch ſhall mention in another chapter, ſhould i 
ce || entirely clear this matter from that ob- 4 
ree uri which I, perhaps, ! have not been „ 4 | 
in als. "00. Ws 


* 
1} 
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| able to remove, and very likely the 
courts of Berlin and Vienna, agreed ta- 
gether n not to diſpel. 


CHAP IV. 


AS On F. larrich'i Life bers and immediatel, I 
On bis der azzhl 10 the 7. Brone. 


JREDERICK, den prince roy al, to 
avoid the eternal military exerciſes 


of his father, lived as much. as he could 
at Rheinſberg. Amidſt all his father's 
reviews, and his unremitring facing about 
| to the right and the left, Frederick long- 
ed to enjoy his books, his W his 


— 


cherries, and his melons. 
Frederick's deareſt amuſements were 
the Belles Lettres, the correſ pondenee 


— re I 
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with Pn Irene afrer his own heart and 
mind, and the converſing with as many 


men of genius as he could meet with. As 


for the reſt, he made bimſelf merry and 


run in debt. 
His companions, at- that time, were 


chiefly Count Kaiſerling, Count Mun- 


chow, whom I mentioned before, Count 


Chazot, and the privy counſellor Jordan. 
But dearer than. all company, were his 


ſtudies to bim. Therefore, he was of 


nothing more covetous than of his time, 


conſtantly employed with ſowing i in him- . 
ſelf the ſeeds of his future greatneſs.— 


: Though extremely elegant, he did not 5 
conceive how a man could poſſibly talk 
of faſhions, woman's dreſs, and woman 8 


concerns, or, engaged with ſuch rrifles, 


fear death, under the! iron yoke of ennui. 


The 
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The ordinary life of princes and cour- 

tiers he did not think to be real life. 
Munnic' s victories made him . 

on the ſoft couch of phil oſophy. In 


this uneaſineſs appeared, methinks, the 
firſt marks of F rederickꝰs fondneſs for 
high military glory. But, at Berlin, 


there was no preſentiment of his future 


greatneſs. All heard of the jovial feaſts 


which he gave at Rheinſberg, of his 


love for women and muſick, of. his hand- 


ſome foot, of his ſkill in dancing; and 


all expected, after his acceſſon to the 


throne, to ſee nothing but golden days, 


eternal feſtivals, Ps, operas and maſ- 
DEE 


Frederick William the F i, . not 


Auite the ſame expectations; when on 
bis death-bed, he ſaid to his queen: 


«6 Well, you 'l rejoice in my death ;— 
| no 
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& now there will be nothing, you think, 
cc but plea ſure and feaſts; but, mind 
«© me, at | laſt it wall | happen others. 
« wiſe,” Well, did it * other: 
wie! N 5 
In the beginning of TR reign, all his 
1 companions expected nothing 
leſs but to ſhare the management of the 
chief concerns of government. No one 
was more ſure of it than Kaiſerling, 
1 whom the king called Ceſarion, and 
i really loved. On the firſt tour of King 
Frederick the Second to . Pruſſia, to 
85 


%F 


receive the homage of his ſubjects, 

Kaiſerling, and Algarotti, were with 
him in the ſame carriage. In order to ö 
dt take poſſeſſian of the prerogatives of a 2 1 
favourite, Kaiſerling overburthened the _ 775%. "0 
king with petitions, recommendations, 1 1 F 
and interceſſions of every kind and de- | ” = 
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ſcription. The king reminded him more 
than once, that this would not do, and 
did not agree wich his plan of govern- 
ment. Kaiſerling did not take the hint, 
and Frederick would not have him any 

longer i in bis carriage. But, as after- 
Wards, at Koenigſberg, the king was 


orverwhelmed with congratulations in 


proſe and verſes, he gave them all to 

Ceſarion, ſaying, „ know that you 
like to trouble yourſelf with other 

. people's papers: I wiſh- you would 
do me the favour to anſwer all this 
4 ſtuff?” 

Ceſarion- 8 caſe. made all the others 

cautious, and from that day, the tone 


of the new government was given. As 
For the reſt, the king behaved no way 


- unfriendly towards Kaiſerling, and re- 
tained bim in bis ſuite, 8 


(C 


1d 
his 


ers 
Ine 
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3000 of Frederick's frlawds; when 
prince royal, was Abbe Solignac. He 
came with King Staniſlaus, as his almoner, 
to Berlin, and ingratiated himſelf into 


the prince's favour by the uprightneſs of 


his ſentimenits, and his profound and ex- 
Solignac's attach» 
ment to the king was u ncommon, and 
ſometimes rather ſingular; for be would 
oft entreat him, for God's ſake, not to 


tenſive knowledge. 


have any thing to do with free-maſonry, 


The, prince liſtened to theſe entreaties 
with much good- nature, laughed at them 
' heartily, and went to the lodge. 


As the king was on his well-known 
journey to Straſbourg, between this 
place and Landau, he met a carriage. 


He bid them aſk who was in it? «© Abbe 


1 Solignac.“ The king turned direct- 
ly, & How is it poſſible, cried the 
Abbe, 
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Abe, © chat 1 find your Majeſty here? ” 
My dear Abbe,“ quoth the king; ** 1 
* am come hither only for the purpoſe 

« of making you w:free-maſon.; all 

«6 the neceſſary implements I have with 
* me, and we'll pil ceremony 
here i an in Held.. 0 23094; 
The good Hb d to FIR very 
much purzled by his event, but ſoon 

perceived the joke. A Pruſſian mini- 

ter has told me this anecdote, which 

be had 1 . EO. * 
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FREDERICK loſt : a great deal of 
« ſenſual pleaſure,” ſays Mr. 


— 


Buſhing, 3. Pruſſian eccleſi aſtic counſel- 


lor, «6 1 bis averſion t to women! but 


ST GE Sw EF 


« —— 8 with men, recollecting PO 
« the hiſtory of philoſophy, that Socra- 


Ps COS TEC 


60 tes was reported to have been very 


* TIE ee 


cc fond of Alcibiades. * 


Not only Mr. Buſhing, however, bur 


ws 3 4 of | Kh TK 


alſo Voltaire, 1 a Beaumelle, the Duke de 
Choiſeul, innumerable Frenchmen and 
Germans, almoſt all the friends and 


| enemies 


4 . 


'* Character of Frederick II. page 22, 
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| enemies of Frederick, almoſt athi the 
ptinces and great men in Europe, even 
his ſervants, —even the confidents and 
friends of his latter years, were of opi- 
nion, that he had loved, as it is pretend- 
ed, Socrates loved Aleibiades. And I 
ſhall prove that this opinion of all Eu- 
rope, of all the ſervants. and. eonfidents 
of F rederick, is a groſs miſtake, . and 
that they caſt an undeſeryed aſperfion 
upon his character and fame. 


Whoever writes on Frederick's life 


and character, cannot treat a more im- 


portant ſubject than chis. Perhaps from 
every quarter they will tell me, that 1 
had better been ſilent upon. ſo delicate a 
matter. | But, ſhould i it be buried in eter- 
nal ſilence, bat can and will be faid on 
this ſubject, the truth would never be 
known ; ; . from century to century, 
| N One 


ne 
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one author would copy it from'the other, 
that Frederick loved, as Socrates did 
Aleibisdes. 


If Frederick could ve Wi . 
I often, he was at leaſt not evirated, as 
many Frenchmen preſumed to aſſert; 
and, for this reaſon, I have often hear- 
tily laughed at the French . lieutenants, 
and enſigns, who, in the beginning of 


the ſeven years war, (before the battle 


of Roſbac, however,) would often ſay: 
« How can the marquis of Brandenbourg 5 
venture upon any kind of war with 
„ us, as he is even unable to ROY with 


6 a woman. 


fix months after his marriage, reſcued 


from death by a cruel chirurgical ope- 
Iration. This was the firſt and moſt Z 


* of all his cabinet ſecrets. 


Some 


Emaſculated was Frederick not, Lis | 
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| not at all diſlike women. 
his conſtitution rather gave him a ſtrong 
inelination for the ſex. 
neſs with which his father once treated 

a handſome lady, ſuſpected to pleaſe the 
prince, withdrew him from what is call- 
ed tove,—deprived: bim of this heavenly 
ſenſation, and d drove him to what is not 

> W enjoying of ladies of plea- 
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Something moſt huvetheen rumoured 
of this operation long before, and cauſed 


the report of his emaſculation. But it 


was à glaring contradiction, at the ſame 


time, to upbraid Frederick with a Gre- 
© Gian taſte in love. I can explain this 

contradiction in ſuch a manner as will 

clear his name from an aſperſion, which 

would have been as 5 indelible and immor. 
tal as his fame. 


Before his marriage, Frederick did 
| In theſe years 


. But : the 1. rude @ 


ſure, 
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ſure. It was from neceſſity and prinei + "i 
ples that afterwards he for ſook the fair; 
but he never ceaſed to be greatly amia- 
ble, when he was ſpeaking or writing to 
ladies. All his life time, this amazing 
man had it in his power to charm every 1 
one by an inexpreſſible £57091 a. 4 N fl.i 
gratefulneſs, if he choſe to do it. 5 1 i | 
At the very time that his father was . 1 | 
going with. him to Brunſwick, there to 5 | 
conſummate his marriage, Frederick ol (FOE 1 
boured under a loathſome diſeaſe, never * 2 } "i 
more troubleſome than at ſuch a time* · Tp 
Hie diſcloſed his terrible embarraſſ- 
ment to the margrave, Henry of Shwedt. ZE 
The margrave adviſed him to apply to : Mm 
his phyſician at Malchow, who, he ſaid, 9 75 ö vn 
ina very ſhort time, had often relieved ; a 
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kim in 4 fimilar fituation®.. Frederick 
ſent to this man, called the doctor of 
Malchow, and his complaint was ſtopped 
Within four days. Frederick fancied 
Himſelf radically cured, and the quack 


cook care not to undeceive him. He 


vent to Brunſwick, and his marriagey was 
conſummated. | 

At firſt the prinoe n was a; 
averſe to it, becauſe his father forced 


him to this marriage. But that averſion 


Was very ſoon done away by the charms 


Of the truly excellent and amiable Prin- 
ceſs. He conducted her to Rheinſberg, 


and the firſt ſix months their union 
ſeemed to be _— with allthe happi- 
neſs 


* Frederick 8 the margrave had given him 
dis advice out of ſpite, could never abide kim alter. 
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A monk writer is, changing, ak - 
miſtaken“, when he aſſures us, that Fre- 


derick lived with his princeſs in Platonic | 


abſtinence, He flept with her every 


night during the firſt fix months of their 


marriage. The lady-of Baron Veltheimt, 
then maid of honour to the princeſs, has 
certified it to Baron Horſt. | 
| Theſe fix months were ſcarcely vaſſed, 
an the diſorder ſtopt by the quack of 
Malchow, broke out agai n with redou» 
bled violence, and many ill ſymptoms: 
Frederick was ſeized with a violent ills 
e neſs, 


C Mr, Fiſher, i in his hiſtory of Frederick the Second, 
Vol, 5 pag. 9 . 1 


2 The 3 of the lat Heſſian miniſter at the - 
Britiſh court. 
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neſs * the moſt fortunate abi 


— a 
7 


* 
Ob 
8 A 
7 
15 
x . * 
1 
4 l 
+. 
— 
W 
| 
l ! 
N 
1 
4 
W 
. [4 
W 1 
f 3 
„ 
_ - i 
TE 
* 1 
* | 
» oY F 
1 
if 
£. 
75 
18 
4 1 
1 
v 
1 


„ . Mee DIE? 


: 6 2 4 - 5 
men rs Coe ge gee 
N . Va 


— = 
—_— — 


„r views or THE LIFE, be. 


— 
. 
— 
; > 
Z - ”” 


| Heſs, This diſeaſe, and efpecially. its 


2 22 was carefully concealed. Twas 
e but à flight diſtemper, ” would they 
£ Wi in the uſual court language. Hows 

ever this flight diſtemper grew ſo dan- 
1 gerous, and the gangrene was ſo very 


＋ rederick's life, but a cruel inciſio n. 

With a mind, ſo great and powerful, 
it was rather error than weakneſs which 
made him miſtake this Kind of emaſcu- 
lation, by no means complete, for that 


abide. He did not. know that a man's 


| character dwindles but then i into puſilla- | 


nimity and cowardice, when, he is evir a- 
ted by an operation totally diff e rent. In 
this caſe, certainly the character ſhrinks 


to enen _— peeviſhneſs and 


mall ice. 


near, that nothing could, and did, fave. 


ſhameful mutilation, which he could not 


I1; 


Yo 
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malice; Somme wit or petty ſmartneſs may 
remain; but gone for ever is all true 
greatneſs and vigour of the ſoul, all 
briſkneſs, intrepidity and courage. The 
cruel. operation, which ſaved F rede · 
rick's life, was not of that kind, and, 
therefore, be remained what he was, a 
man of the higheſt mental powers, the 
greateſt and moſt intrepid hero of his, 
Altogether againſt his inclination and 
bis will, be ſaw himſelf obliged to ſepa- 
rate from his highly amiable and dearly 1 


beloved princeſs, and to pretend ſome 


natural averſion, cauſed by a forced mare 
riage. He now publicly profeſſed no- 
thing but the greateſt eſteem for his 
princeſs. But, that no one might ſup- 


pales him unable to feel all the ſenſa 


WE V5 


tions of human nature, (which he cer- 


1 

; 

| Es oe 
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{ 

} 

| 


tainly felt) for ſome time he laid hold 


delight in beautiful women. The por- 
„„ . of” charming female dancers are 
ſtill extant, with which, for this reaſon, 
he adorned his apartments. 
For the very ſame purpoſe he would af- 
fect to be highly delighted with obſcene 
pictures. He ſucceeded in this attempt, 
cChiefly through a very obſcene painting, 


ence be very erroneouſly denied by his 
5 | forrecQor, Mr. Nicolai®, who preſumes 
to aſſert, that Frederick the Second ne- 


\ 


ver 


£ * Anecdotes of Frederick II. Numb. 3, page 316, 
317, Notwithſtanding this correction and aſſertion, 
Mr. Nicolai tells us, in his deſcription of Berlin 
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of every opportunity of declaring his 


deſcribed by Voltaire, though its exiſt · 
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ver liked, or ern, to like, ſuck 

pictures, and that, quite to the contrary, „„ a” 

as ſuch an indecent, though highly beau- 

tiful picture of a ſatyr, and a nymph by 

Cignany, was once offered to the king; he 

called out, at its firſt fight, * «F 7e, Fye! 

« away with it!” . ; 9 
The Pruſſian miniſter of ſtate, Baron 1 1 

Horſt, wrote me, May 3d, 1789: © L 

remember very well, in the year 


* 1747, to have ſeen at Potſdam ſuch a 
& picture by Peſne, as Voltaire deſcribes. 
“It hung in the ſecond. room from the 
& 8 Anne, where the officers of the 
. guards 
and Potidam, Vol: III. page 1205 2 t In the PREY 


| «. Gallery at Sans-ſouci, hung on the third wall, No. 
* « 39, the Surpriſed Levers, by Giulco Romano.” I 


ly ſaw this picture in the year 1786, in that gallery, 
” and it * is one of the moſt. obſcene * 108 
d the world. „ e 
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a young man approached. 
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. guards uſed to dine. But this picture 
« was far from being the moſt obſcene 
« in the king's palaces. In the very 
« fame dining-room of the officers of the 
guards, T ſaw, in the year 1747, 2 

ſmall painting by Vatteau, the moſt 
obſcene picture I have ever ſeen. It 
was a naked: female figure, whom 


This pic- 


ture was extremely beautiful. I ſaw 
40 much more paintings of this kind 
« in the ſeveral palaces of the king, 
and you know from me, what rea- 
ſons Frederick had to ſet out ſuch 
pictures i in the firſt years of his reign. 
After the ſeven years war, many of 
theſe. paintings. have been removed, 
but not all. For even at Berlin hung, 
in the ordinary dining-room of the 


i Ling, in the laſt of ned of his life, the 


60 e 
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ce and, if no alterations be made in this 


a 
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cx piſtur of a naked female sgure, 5 


« which I took to be ſome Italian copy 


* room, it muſt ſtill hang there inn the 
« corner of the ſecond window. from 
te the door. The picture of a ſatyr ang 


« a nymph, mentioned by Nicolai, muſt 
ce have been bought by the king, how 


ever; for I have ſeen it hang in that 
% room, which the old Duke. of Holſtein 
« Beck uſed. to inhabit. The companion 


cc to this picture was an old pantalon. 
12 whoſe pockets a young gi was feargh- 


Cs 711 . EIS 
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But ae were not the only: means 


1 which the king wiſhed to iofinuate, > 
that he yet was very fond of women. 
He would alſo make people believe, 
that he lived in a very intimate con- 
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QeKidH with the famous dancer Barberini, 
Onte on a maſquerade at Berlin, he walked 
With her, unmaſked, arm in arm; and 
ken tetired with this beautiful Italian, 
mnto a cloſet, where they . 
but dtink tea. 


With whom Frederick the Great, when 


ety, may be introduced | into the hiſtory 
of fuch a man, Mr, Denina has done 
this, without being ſufficiently informed. 
Madam Barberini never returned, as he 
5 | fays, from Berlin to Venice. She never 
1 eloped from Berlin with an Engliſhman; 
= -and, conſequently, the king could 
4 never be influenced by this motive, to 
have her taken up at Malers. 5 


9 "The 
. Ki fur a vi on de Frederick II, p. 2146 


This feet woman was the only one 


- King, ſeemed to be in love, and for this 
reaſon, her hiſtory, without impropri- 


TT” 0 © on ̃mmẽͥud ©. i... 
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: The Pruſſian < refident at Venice bad | 
engaged her for the opera at Berlin, at 

| ſeven thouſand dollars a year. A con- 
tract in due form was drawn up between 
her and the reſident. At the time that 
this was done, ſhe had: quarelled witk 
her lover, a Seotchman of the name of 
Mackenzie. The two lovers were re- 

If conciled, and Madam Barberini did not 


| chooſe to fulfil: her engagement. The 
king. bid his-refident ſue her before the 
ü ſenate of Venice. The ſenate laughed; ; 


and refuſed juſtice. About that time. 
. the baggage of a Venetian ambaſſador to 

: the Britiſh court; Signor Campel lo, was 

I paſſing: the Pruffian dominions, in its 
way from -Hambrough to London, The | 

. king gave orders to arreſt it, and to de- 

| clare at Venice, that nothing of this: 

e baggage ſhould be. given up, before 

. „ ͤ Es | Madams 
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Madam Barbarini were ſurrendered | to 
b bim. Campello had many near rela- 
| tions in the ſenate ; and this candid and 
be court of juſtice, found now, 
chat the king was perfectly i in the right. 
The fair dancer, duly eſcorted, was ſent 
by the ſenate of Venice to the confines 
of Auſtria /; * and thence by the courts of 
Vienna and Dreſden, to the barders of 
Brandenbourg. Mr. Mackenzie follow. 
ed her every where, but, on the defire 
of his family, was obliged to leave Ber- 
lin, and to return to England. Madam 


Barbarini ſoon forgot him; for the il c 
pleaſed the king, and her pay was in- 

creaſed to twelve thouſand dollars. She 7 
married afterwards a ſon of the high- ti 
chancellor Cocceji, now preſident of the p 


regency at Glogau, and is ſtill living. h 
Msckenzie, a as cafily may be conceived, 5 
F - bore 
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bore an inveterate ſpite. to Frederick, 


and being a near relation and intimate 


friend of Lord Bute, inſpired him like- 
wiſe with his implacable hate. It _w 
well known from Frederick's hiſtory of 15 
the war of ſeven years, how, towards 
the end of this war, Bute treated the re- 
viving hero. The refuſal of a fair dan- 
cer to a favourite of this Lord, had, of 
courſe, the ſame influence upon the 
| conclufion of that war, as a pair of gloves, 
refuſed by the ducheſs of Marlborough, : 
on the end of that for the e ſuc= 
ceſſion, 54 371 | 
Before and after the time that Frede- 


nel was pleaſed to bang out this affec- 


tion for the beauttful Barharini, influ- 
enced by the ſame principle and motive, 
he een the quite oppoſite miner 
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tion of Socratic love.“ | But this alſo was 
nothing but ſimulation, nothing but a 
cloak of what he fancied to be nothing 
leſs than an emaſculation. This fondneſs 
for young men he did not only affe& be. f 

F 


. „ 5 


fore the ſeven years war, but alſo after it. 
But never did he feel this fondneſs, and 
never was he guilty of this exceſs, though. 
he made every effort in his. power to . 


Corwin fee ** 
| 1 „0 
YE r well how it has been proved 1 5 
and over again, that Socrates was. not guilty of en 
this taſte in love, ſo very common in Greece. With m 
the Grecian culture, this taſte went along to Rome; 
then again from Conſtantinople. to Italy, France, Eng- 
land, and Germany. Some years ſince it found as bl 
many admirers at Bern, in Switzerland, as formerly in ro 
the cloiſters of French Jeſuits, and at ſome . eminently N 
th 


enligbiened German courts. All this I only fay, 
however, for the purpoſe of explaining my mean- 
ing; and I. miſuſe the innocent name of Socrates, 
that it may be eaſier to find decent expreſſions, for 


2 thing ſo nor and impure, 255 
vo 
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* _ 


perſuade the world that he was. In the 
fourth canto of his Palladion, he openly . 

ſpeaks of this Grecian taſte in love wit 4 
great regard. In the firſt rank he 2. ene oy 
Socrates with his Alcibiades ; after them, 
Eurialus and Niſus; and then he ſays: 
« All the ſlanderers of Cæſar were 
« wrong, in calling him the huſband of . 
« all the married Roman ladies; he, on 5 | 


ce the contrary, was the wife of their 
40 huſbands; and, at the end, he calls 
even the holy apoſtle John, a _ 


of 
m medes ! 
il Thus Frederick made uſe even of 
g- 


as fl blaſphemy, to cloak the cure of the Doc- 5 
in tor of Malchow. He knew very well, 


110 | 

if | that the world did really * nt 4 8 
in- N : | Ne 5 
tes, 5 ö | ON ; 


for 


* | Ocuvres poſthumes de Frederick. le Grand, 
Vol IV. page 9. | 
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be minted to impoſe on them. He knew 


| that his pages and ſervants, all his cour- 


tiers in Potſdam and Berlin, his compa · 


nions, favourites, and all the confidents 
of his later years, ſuſpe&ed, that he had 


loved many an handſome youth, not 


quite ſo as Soerates did the beautiful 
Aleibiades, but as the Jeſuits, according 
to his own relation“, ſo many an hand- 
ſome ſcholar: of their's. Frederick did 
not with to clear himſelf from this ſuſ- 
picion. By comparing various cireum- 


ances, we find, on. the contrary, that 


he encouraged the ſpreading it- wide 
abroad, with all the power of royalty, 
not only by bonouring with particular 
n vun men, who, by their 
ll | beauty 


% Oeuvies 3 de Frederick. le Grand. 


Vol. IV. page 9% Ag: FS Es NW 


— 


le 
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beauty. ain daily intercourſe with the 
king, raiſed ſuch a ſuſpicion, but 
chiefly, and above all „ by granting leave 
to the bookſeller Bourdeaux, at Berlin, 
almoſt under the windows of his palace, 
to print the Pucelle 4 Orleans, adulterated 
by La Beaumelle. In this publication, ; 
printed at Berlin, with the king's appro- © 
bation, we find that moſt impudent and 
ſatiric paſſage, which, with the higheſt 
cynic perſpicuity and clearneſs, charges 
the king with the Grecian tafle in love. 
Had it not been Frederick's wiſh, that 
all Europe ſhould believe this charge to 
be true, he would not have permitted 
ſuch an impudent libel to be printed 
in the very ny of his refidence®— 
Ei Wen 


= a. 


* ror the ſake * argument, In ſubjoin this paſſage, 
n out, „ 1 one horrid line, The father 
| cConfeſſor 
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When we further conſider how cautious, 
even in his laſt illneſs, Frederick was 
to coneeal that part, which was quite 
unfit for ſuch Socratic or Jeſuitic love, 


and that it was his will and expreſs or- 


der, after his death, not to be undreſſed, 
but only to be covered with his mili- 


tary mantle, we may take it, I fuppoſe, 


to be ſufficiently proved, that Frederick, 


* 


confeſfor of King Charles VII, relntes a, prophetic 
viſian, diſcovering to him futurity, recites, in what 

ſtrange poſitions he ſaw the kings of future ages, — 
fays ſomething about-George. 11, and, at laſt, mentions. 

a: King of Pruſſia with the following words; 


; And quand au bout Yanguſts W 8 
11:appergut entre Iris et ſon page. 
%%%) ⅛ WT Ls i ORG OF 

Cet auteur, roi, fi dur et fi bizare 
Que dans le Nord on admire, on compareg. 
A Salomon, ainſi que les Germains, 
Leur PE au 2 Ceſar des Ramaias, 
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for the ſole purpoſe of concealing the 


ſmall mutilation, mentioned before, was 
fond of being charged with a vicious 
failing of ſo many Grecians and Romans, 
ol which he never was . Baer 
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Os Fredrick" | Domeſtic a al Tin Lifes 1 | = 
bis learned Connexions, and bis W \ " 
at l his Deceaſe; | ö / "i 


\ MOOTH and calm was Frederick's | - fs 4 

domeſtic life. Whenever he W _ 1 
diſpenſe with acting the ling. he was 
fond of retiring to the man. Perhaps 
no ſovereign knew better how to value 
be advantages of domeſtic life, than the 
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philoſopher of 8 ; and yet no 
king ever wore his crown with greater 
dignity and glory. i 
No monarch on earth has t digns- 
fied his ſolitude, or better employed his 


4 hours of retirement, | than Frederick, 


The innumerable Productions of bis ge- 
nius are immortal witneſſes how ſparing 
he was of hig time, how he laid hold on 


every moment of leiſure, and with what 
bonour he could ory an account of 
every hour of his life? : 
Of all the appendages of wydhty, 


very little was ſeen in Sans-ſouci. Mini- 


5 ſters, courtiers, and the great of the 


realm, never appeared there or at Potſ- 
dam, but when called by the king. In- 
lead of the former buſtle at Verſailles, 
in Frederick's Place of refidence, and 


— 


* 


5 round 


T 


round about ir, reigned filence . and 


peace. 


by ſtrangers. Before the bridge, near the 
water piece and terrace of Little Sans: ſouci, 


he placed on a pedeſtal of porphyre, ſix 
feet high, the bult of the duke of Alba, 


a moſt ſhocking face, © that,” as once he 


© ſtrangers who have a mind to intrude f 
into my circle, by the face of the 
5 ys duke 
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Frederick, ſo N ford: of foli- : 
tude and quiet, eſpecially in his latter 
years, would not ſuffer any ſtranger, 

| whom he had not aſked for, to ap proach 8, 
his calm retreat. For this reaſon, in | 
that part of his life, no one was permitted 
to cothe near the terrace of Little Sans- 
ſouci. In better times, Frederick would 
often take a ſolitary | walk on this terrace, 
and did not like, even then, to be ſeen | 
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duke of. Alba, may be frightened 


e. >... 
Though Frederick, in an eminent de. 6 
gree, poſſeſſed the art of living with 8 
himſelf, yet, at the ſame time, he felt n 
very forcibly the want of converſation = 
with intereſting men. He has immor- a 
talized his friendly intercourſe with Jor- n 
dan, Maupertuis, d'Argens, and Alge. 10 
rotti, by innumerable monuments. The fie 
greatneſs, and ſometimes the meanneſs 1 
of theſe gentlemen, their conduct and ac· I x; 
tions, has ſo much been talked of, that Wt 
4 am reſolved, in this work, to ſay no WM 
more of them, than is required, for the Pr 
purpoſe of placing the king's behaviour fot 
towards them, in its proper light. Df, ral 


. Frederick's true friendſhip for ſome men Wye; 

of greatworth, for inſtance, for Lord Mar- ( 
hal, and * many of his generalsand this 
e „ | ; ? + field- 


— — 
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feld-officers, is univerſally men The 


greateſt part, military men. Among his 


very few companions. In the number 


were, however, always ſome ſtrangers; as 
ral Lentulus, afterwards. Land. vongt, at 


who diſcharged the firſt piſtol in the 
ſeven years War, as with three more 


fortreſs Stolpen, and the amiable Gene- 


zerland. 


Germans, who lived with the king, were 
(Polniz and- Gotter excepted) for the 


| miniſters and courtiers, he choſe but 


of generals and field officers, choſen for 
his company, at home and in the field, 


field marſhal Keith, a Scotchman; Gene- 


Koeniz, near Bern ; General Wan 


Pruſſian officers, he ſurpriſed the Saxon 
ral de Roſieres, _ Three: natives of OG 


Concerning ſeveral literary friends of 
and this great prince, I am able to relate 
eld- ſome 
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fome circumſtances which: either do not: 

agree with. other reports, or are not to 

be found in books at all. . 

i - The compiler of a very en but 5 

| vnfaichful collection of anecdotes, tell 1 
n 


us, that Frederick's well-known compa: 
nion, the Abbe Baſtiani, was introduced | 
to him by Cardinal Zinzendorf that 
the king ſent him to Rome, and that Bo 
the manner in which he executed his k 
| e ingratiated —_ with Frede. hi 
nk.“ VV ↄ fe D-- 1 ed 
Not a bogle n of al As is true. he 
Baſtiani came. from Italy i into the Pruſ. di 
ſian dominions, about the end of Frede. ſon 
rick William's reign. He lived in Italy 
as a young clergyman, and had received 
Deol! the 


40 tony t \- e IP? 77 / 


4 ; f * F 1 e traits, "ako / the | 
15 Life of Frederick U. 5 vn. \ 


Page 28. 
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the ande 0 But, i in the ſame way, 3 
on the coaſt of Africa relations it 
each other to European kidnappers, F 
young Baſtiani, by one of his, friends, 
was fold toa Pruffian recruiting party. | 
| This was, at that time, a very oommon 
* mercantile ſpeculation. | Baſtiani was 
<U lifted in A regiment of cavalry, Very, 


nat luckily for him, the commander of the 
nat 


regiment ſoon perceived his extenſive | 
his knowledge and his talents; be made him 
de. his ſecretary. Ere long, Baſtian gait. 
ed the favour of every one with whom 
be converſed. In a ſhort time he was 
ru diſmiſſed from the regiment, and got 
de. ſome ſmall. prebend in a place, the | 
tal name of which I do not know. The 
ved 4442 de Prades introduced him to the 
theWting's notice, and he was directly called 
” to Potſdam. He was a profound ſcho-, 
„ vn, Vor. J. . 7 e Toe, Wy 


\ 
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" tir, talked with great © ſenſe, and poſſefl. 
ed himſelf very ſoon of the king's par- 


eicular affection. Baſtiani deſerved, as 
well as in later times, his countryman 


5 Luchefini, this fortunate | diſtinction, 


by his many great merits, and alſo by 
his never ſpeaking ill of any one to the 
king, to whom he never reported even 
the moſt indifferent thing, which in 


any way, could hurt another's peace 


and happineſs. Every ſecret he was 


entruſted with was ſacred to him. 


The king never uſed him ill, as Mr. 


_* "Buſhing tells us“, but treated him al. 


ways, and eſpecially in the latter part 
of his life, with kindneſs and friendſhip, 
At that time Baſtiani was almoſt every 
winter invited to Potſdam. In the year 
EE as 5 1784, 


* Character of Frederick II, page 27. 


{ 
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n he was, the whole irh * 


February and March, one of the con- 


ſtant companions of the king. Frederick 


was then indiſpoſed with the gout, bur, 
nevertheleſs, in his daily and frequent 


converſations with Baſtiani, Baron Horſt, 


Count Chazot, and Marquis Luchefioi, 
as witty, ingenious and amiable, as in 


bis happieſt days. Baſtiani was then 
almoſt deaf, and could hardly hear at 


all, but through a horn, applied to his 


ear. The king, though his voice was 


commonly mild, ſpoke very loud in 


Baftiani's company, to ſhow * his at- 
— rention and regard. 


On ſuch as are faſt-days for Roman 
cette, the king always ordered four | 


or five faſting diſhes for Baſtiani ; nor in 
order to ſave his ſoul, (for the king 
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and Baſliani were dof one and the ſame 


religion but from a kind of facetious 
civility.” | He ſometimes would ſay : 
«Ina well organized 1 ſtate every one 


ee muſt. do bis duty; to faſt and e : 


<6. 28: the duty of an abbot.” 15 5 


So very kindly did Frederick. treat t the 7 


good Baſtiani, that once at. table, in the 


preſence of Baron Horſt and Marquis 
Lucheſini, he even mixed for him a 
purging potion. Baſtiani had eaten the 
-_ nh before, very likely from love for 
bis country, too much of the famous 
Polenta, which offended, his ſtomach. 
The king ſeeing, the next day, that 
be did not eat, enquired the reaſon. 


| Luchefini, a very temperate man, re- 
lated, ſmiling, the hiſtory. of the foul 


ſtomach. es An indigeſtion,“ faid 
the * « is not to be neghected or 
« trifled 
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« trifled with, eſpecially when we are 
« old.“ Directly he ordered his cham- 
ber er half to fetch ſome rhubarb, diluted 
it with his own hand, and gave it to 
Baſtiani, who, I dare fay, i is the only | 
man in Europe, for whom a monarch, 
with his own hand, ever mixed a burg | 
ing draught. 
The king was very fond of t joking 
4 with Baſtiani, and took in good part 
his jeſts, though ſometimes they bor- 

dered on ſarcaſm.” of Before Baron Horſt, 
Frederick onee faid to him: „ When 
« you are ih Heaven, my dear abbor, 
6: and I come, and Peter ſhould turn 
© me off, as an heretick, would you | 
«then not be fo kind as to ſmuggle 
c me in under your mantle,” With 
« all my heart,“ replied Baſtiani, . if 
0. * there wry” ſhould not look as ſharp; | 
"0. 3 after 
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« N contraband goods, as in this 1 
« country.” | 8 1 
Baſtiani requited Frederiek's favouts w 

: with the moſt fincere attachment to his 10 
kind ſovereign, and died ſoon (very if 1: 

| likely broken-hearted) after the account e. 
reached him, that his | great anger = £5 
was gone. . 


F rederick's literary companions were 
not all ſo ſucceſsful as Baſtiani, and, 
- ſometimes, very ill choſen. , One of theſe. 
vas the Chevalier de Maſſon, a captain in 

the regiment Richelieu. Count Gotter 
became acquainted with him in his 
Journey to Montpelier, and after his re· 
turn, told the king, that he had got an 
excellent catch for him, one Chevalier 
die Maſſon, a bel-eforit, and a ſcholar; 
for in the paſſage· boat, where he had 
met with bim, he had read Horace, 
We L and 


C Wyo tg og ets a7 whos ay > 6 


and ſeaſoned | his ee with 
many a Greek phraſe. This genius 


was directly ordered. to Potſdam, ap - 


pointed chamberlain with a goed ſa- 


lary, and became one of the king's ſe- 
lect party at his ſuppers. He ſupped 
four or five times with him, but no 
more; for Frederick found very ſoon, 
that the bel Wit had neither ſenſe nor 
judgment. . 

For a very Kupid merk, ke Way: 1. 
niſhed- for ever from the king's: table 
and company. They were ſpeaking of 
great tactical men, and the monarch 
ſaid, that he preferred Hannibal to all 


the others. « And * (interrupting. 
him) ſaid. the Chevalier, ee deſpiſe him, 
«. becauſe he was not an honeſt man.“ 
6 How. do you know that? aſked the 


* 6. Hannibal. was no Chriſtian,” 


T4 8 . 
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 quoth the! Chevalier, « ana" 1 am of 

70 opinion, that none but a good Chri- 

3 > tian can be an honeſt man.“ At this 
blunder a loud laughter broke out at 
Frederiek's table, and Poelniz whiſpered 
to Count Gotter: This gentleman is 
one of thoſe geniuſſes and profound 
24/08 ſcholars, a traveller ſometimes meets 
= with in paſſage - - boats,” Though 
Maſſon never more was called to the 
. King's preſence, he lived afterwards 
| fifteen years in Potſdam, did not loſe k 
*% his pay, locked himſelf up in his apart- f 
1 ment, and was never ſeen abroad. Even t 


bis ſervant was not permitted to enter E 

| his room, but reached his meals, and e 

"3 | © What he wanted beſides, through a hole bi 

| in the door. I am told that Maſſon is I P. 

= min living ſomewhere in France, and, if | 
| 455 1 dare fay, he remembers Hannibal. 


EF hes 


Val 


1.08 


- 


; 


Colonel Guichard, or Quintus Jeilius,, 
as the king called him, maintained, with, 
| more honour, his: place g among F rede - 


the ſeven years war, he commanded a 
free battalion, and was afterwards TY 
truſted with. fome financial affairs, though: 
he. underfiood tacticks much better 
than finance. But he had good ſenſe 
7 enough to em ploy under him, men of 


le great knowledge in financial matters; 
ſuch as Count Bolza, whom Frederick 
the Great has reaſon to call a partner 


of the einperor Francis the Firſt®, be- 
cauſe if Bolza's, and his friend Calza- 


Pruffian I. n. it is 
l. 5 Oeuvres Ke Fo de. Frederick * Grand, 
znel Val. 11. Page 36. 


| 
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rick's companions. He had been a cher= 
gyman, and preached many a time. In 


bigr's plan of farming the exciſe in the 
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certain, that the emperor would have 
been one of the farmers general to the 
King of Pruſfia, Whenever Guichard 
a&ed without ſuch an aſſiſtant, his fi · 
nancial tranſactions breathed very much 
the ſpirit of a commander of a free 
party. The king, knowing all the ma- 
| neeuvres of Quintus Jcilius, could not 
| help lampooning bim ſometimes, but 
Quintus's anſwers were often very keen, 
Hie wanted to marry a Miſs Slabern- iſ * 
dorf, a young and beautiful lady, though W. 
be was old and unfit for ſuch an enter- 
Prize. As he ſolicited the king's conſent 
for this marriage, Frederick endeavoured 
to divert him from i it: but ſeeing that 
all his reaſoning was in vain, he grew 
_ impatient, and told Quintus, ( that he 
5 « was rather of too mean an extraction 
5 8 66 for 


— — a 
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tc for an alliance with a Miſs. Slabera- 

« dorf; for his father and grandfather. 

« had been nothing but potters.” Fn; 

« Your majeſty,” replied Opiate, «ig 

« as much a potter as my father and! | 

« grandfather; the only difference is, 
tc that they had a manufactory of delft, 12 
« and you have one of china.” ' Quintus: 
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afterwards martied Miſs Slaberndorf, : 
and remained one of Frederick's oom: 
; panions till his death. | . 
: Some of his lefleurs, eſpecially Mr.. 
2 G58 and Pauw,, wete: likewiſe. of this. 
1 number. 0 = 
4 Mr. Cat, a Swiſs 4 PTY Marſce, near: 
at the lake of Geneva, ſaw theking, for the 
W firſt time, in Holland in a treck-ſhuyt, or 


be Paſſage- boat. He pleaſed the king, whom. 
the place, a dark. Periwig and a oinna- | 
namen- colouted'coat made quite unfuf-. | 
| Mt Bo.  pettedi 
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Three months after, 


. VV Frederick wrote to Mr. Cat, and deſired | 
= 7 him to enter into the ſervice of the man 
. WS #4 with the dark periwig. Mr. Cat had juſt j 
=—_ + before been ill, and could not accept of 6 
this offer. After the battle of Leuthen, 

in the year 1757, the king wrote again, b 

and Mr. Cat arrived at Breſlaw, in the 8 

. year 1758.” The monarch faid to him : f 

1 engage you for my company.“ it 

He was of courſe properly not the king „ n 

reader; on the contrary, the king was tl 

- X often bis.” Frederick was very fond of tl 

reading loud, and read exceedingly well. a 

Cat was one and twenty years with him. v 

He followed him omg: manifold dan- f. 

BR Se © het I eee gers ar 

: 1 1 vie de Frederick IT. Bor de rule. r G 
EY Tom, vr. n 873. Ko, ; 


w 
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2 « ©Jew vous bead pour ma compagnie,” 2 
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gers in the ſeven years wat; ad had, of | 
courſe, many an opportunity 0 of ſeeing. 


in undreſs, the greateſt man of our age, 


in the moſt trying ſituations, in the high- 5 
eſt glory, and the deepeſt diſtreſs. Fre- 
derick entruſted him with a great num- 
ber of his literary manuſcripts, and often 
charged him with the delicate commiſ= 1 
fion of correcting them. No ſituation 
in the world requires more ſelf. com- 


mand, ſecrecy and freedom from paſſion, 


than the daily converſe with a king. No- 
thing, in ſuch a fituation, pleaſes longer 
a crowned head, than pure reaſon, real 
virtue, the greateſt reſerve, and a firict 
fidelity. Cat poſſeſſed all theſe qualities, 
and, however, after having lived one 
and twenty years with Frederick the 


Great, fell into diſgrace, for reaſons, 


him | 


which. are not known. Frederick RR 


Fans 


x 
— —_— _—_ — 
Pm 
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kim bir pay, and M. Cat lives happy and: 
 reſpeted; the winter at Potſdam, and the 


ſummer at his country ſeat. King Fre- 


derick William the Second has lately 
preſented him with the ſurvivorſhip of a 
rich prebend, and allowed him to: wear 
the mark my diſtinction | 1 the „ 


kes. 

When M. Cat war obligeRito le leave the: 
Ting, the famous M. Pauw, prebendary 
of Xanten, became his lecteur. Frederick 
had long before known this deeply learn- 
ed and ingenious man from his writings; 


and had even, what is very ſtrange, writ - 
ten againſt him a pamphlet, the title of 
which is: De VAmerique & des Ame- 
ricains, ou Obſervations curieuſes du 
* Philoſophe Ia Doucear, qui a-parcoura: 
cet Hemiſphere pendant la derniere 
2 Guerre, en faiſant le noble metier de 
66: tuer 
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« wer les bommes, So: tes manger. oy 


« curious Remarks of the Philoſopher 
« Ig Douceur (meckneſs), who, during 
« the laſt War, has over-run our Hemiſ- 
(0 phere, carrying on the noble trade of 
tc cutting 9 s throats, wick eat · 
« ing them. 

This pamphlet net a gentle and 


facetious vindication of M. Pernetty, the 
king's librarian at Berlin, againſt M. 
Pauw. This Pernetty, a man of very 
moderate abilities, was originally a Bene- 


dictine monk, and having been with M. 
Bougainville, when this navigator diſco- 
vered the Faulkland Iſlands, had publiſh» 


eda deſcription of them. In this defcripe 


tion, he relates many things concerning 
America and its diſcovery, with all the 
credulity of a oak. Pawn wrote his ex- 

Dn nh cellent 


« On America and the Americans, or 
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| exllent treatiſe: « Confiferativins on the 
Americans,“ wherein he handled M. 
a rerdetty rather à little roughly. Per. 
netty, for the purpoſe of vindicging him. 
ſelf, wrote a large volume againſt Pauw; 


but he anſwered him in an irtefutable 


manner. The king, not liking. that his 


tlirſt librarian, whom he had called to Ber- 


un as a great ſcholar, ſhould be publicly 
| expoſed to ſcorn and laughter, endeavour- 
ed to give him a lift by the pamphlet be- 


7 fore-mentioned; and thus ended the con- 


troverſy between Pauw and Pernetty. 
Pauw lived but. a very ſhort time- with 

" rederick ;. he could not bear the drudg · 
ery of going to the king every day at a. 
certain hour, for the purpoſe of reading 

', before him. He told the king, that to 
5 endure any kind of reſtraint was quite 

| out of his reach, parted with Frederick 
we on 
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on friendly terms, and returned to Xan- 1 | i 22 f 
ten. 35 oe FL 7 i-44 
The biſhop of Ermeland was too one 5 0 ö 
of Frederick's companions in his latter | = 
0 years. He is a Poliſh nobleman, of the e 43 I 
, family of Grabowſky, | In the earlier az e FL. A 
: part of his life, he had lived a good while 9 
in France. His converſation was highly 

i agreeable, and he always thewed | . 

E knowledge of the world, during his ſtay 

Vich the king. Count Mirabeau tells us,“ 

hat Frederick had lowered his income 5. 

* Wl from an hundred thouſand to four and 

| twenty thouſand dollars: this is the tittle 

s attle of Berlin. The king has not lef- 

" I feneq, but increaſed his income, and 

> made his fituation not worſe, but better; 5 

N A bine had never more than five and 

8 A 

: / Oy 

＋ * | Hiſtoire ſecrette de . cour de Berlin, vol. II. 
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twenty thoufand dollars per annum. When e pre 


Frederick took poſſeſſion of Weſt Pruſſia, Nervice 
he allowed the biſhop annually fix and erg, 
| twenty thouſand dollars, kept all his Mimate 
caſtles in repair, allowed him free fuel and his acc 
game, and ordered the Pruſſian exchequer ¶ comy 

to pay all his debts. One of the firſt and Mineni 

5 aft companions of this, great king was ormec 
Count Chazot, who, with the title of le of 1 
Lieutenant General inthe French ſervice, rds an 
and a penſion of twelve thouſand livres, Mt Fred 

: lives now at Lubeck as governor of that {hazot 
place. Chazot was captain in a French ith g. 

| regiment of dragoons, when Frederick. a fin 
firſt became acquainted with bim, during Put hi 
the campaign near the Rhine, which, Negulat 
when prince royal, he made with his fa - Nirecte. 
ther Frederick William the Firſt, The ions v 
prince was ſo much pleaſed with the ſeated 


Count, that, as ſoon, as the war was over, Neſcenſ 


. = 2 4 . . J "ad 7 . 
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c prevailed on bim to leave the French 


erg, and was one of F rederick's mot i in- 
imate companions. Immediately after 


company of dragoons in the famous re· 


hazot's mother, who lived in Normandy, 


irected his conduct with all his compa- 


reated him by turns with the kindeſt con- 
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ervice. Chazot came to him at Rheinſ- 


is acceſſion to the throne, he gave him 1 


ment Bareith. Chazot everywhere per- 
ormed wonders of gallantry, In the bat- 
le of Friedberg, he laid ſixty · ſix ſtand- 

tds and colours, taken by that regiment, 
t Frederick's feet. He complimented 


ich gold and diamonds; and aſſured her, 
N a fine letter, of his eſteem for her ſon. ; 
ut his behaviour towards Chazot was 
egulated by the ſame principles which 


[ 
. 
| 
| 
| 
: 


ions whom he did not hike to loſe, He 


ceenfion and with much coolneſs, Cha- 
z20t 
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Wpcofo: 
200 was obliged to ſtay 3 good while in 

bis quarters at Paſawalk; and ſometimes nd fir 

k in his letters the king would tell hin. 
a many difagreeable things. The good The 
; Chazot did not know this manner of Fre. nioye 
derick, which 1 mall ſpeak of in a Pecu TY 
Thar chapter, and could 1 not endure it. He . 
0 ſeized, therefore, the firſt opportunity of devine 
5 getting a place more profitable tha a ref er da 
giment, which was all he could expect} Ito Fre 
and left the Pruffian ſervice. ; The * genio! 
© * bore bim no ſpleen for doing fo ; on the ng n 
5 contrary, he invited him often, and the rtmen 
laſt time, in the year 1784, made him pond, 
| handſome preſents, treated him in the truſtet 
| kindeſt manner, and took his ar into did n 
-* bis ſervice. Chazot's conduct was always ed, ar 
regulated k by the cleareſt underſtanding vred n 
| and the nobleſt ambition; his military chefin 
5 talents are great, and his knowledge | 5 tic! 


en 
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tome! as extenſive. . He would ſpeak 
ruth to the king, with the ſame openneſs | 
nd fincerity as to the loweſt of his cour- 
RT. 5 e 
The Marquis Luchefini for er years 
noyed F rederick's company till bis 
cath, He was his daily table · eompa· 
ion, and the conſtant aſſociate of his 
vening hours. No other philoſopher 


Ito Frederick's bead and heart, as this 
genious and amiable Italian. The 
vg not only employed bim in the de- 
rtment of foreign affairs, and in his cor- 
ſpondence with the Pope; he not only 
truſted bim with ſecret negociations; 
did more: for a great, univerſally be- 
ed, and juſtly, celebrated prince, has 
ured me, that Frederick had informed 
cheſini of all the foreign and internal | 


K 


8 
itical concerns of the Pruſſian mo- 


narchy, 


ver darted ſuch keen and candid looks 


bg 
— — — 3 _— 
8 r 9 
P 
X ; 


narchy, and initiated him 3 in all his ni 
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teries. mo 
II notwithftanding this n Fu kin 
derick kept back ſome ſecrets, whidhl req 
perhaps he did not think proper to revel and 
to any r mortal, however, Luchefini was ti mo 
- unbounded confident of his Aterary lil ed 
"To all his moſt favourite ideas and ſa tain! 
timents, he gave free courſe in hifi poet 

_ converſation with Luchefmi. All his nei us w. 
and old literary productions, all his m them 

| ; nuſcripts he gave him to peruſe, and col birth 
verſed with him about them all. Of will t 
Proof of his confidence in Luchefini N are at 


| ſaw with my own eyes, in the marqui Co! 


houſe at Potſdam ; all the king's let] dericl 
to d'Alembert in his own hand-writiq was h: 


5 Which I know very well, were in Luci but, n 
fini's poſſeſſion; the copies only of tate wh 
letters were ſent to d Alembert. 1 
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No one, of covieſs,; ooata hive been 
more fit than Luchefini to publiſh the 
king's poſthumous works ; if it had been 
required , to accompany them with notes 
and explanations from Frederick's own 
mouth. His remarks would have ſtamp- 
ed a higher value on many a leſs enter- 


taining tract, and many a leſs intereſting 


poem; for they would have acquainted 
us with the occurrences that occaſioned 
them, and the moment which gave them 
birth. But theſe notes and explanations 
will be written, when all thoſe who alone 
are able to write them are no more. 
Count Herzberg entirely lived for Fre- 
derick, and with him; for fince 1745, ge 
was his miniſter, companion, and friend? 
but, notwithſtanding, he was alſo the man 
to whom Frederick ſaid, ten days before 
his death,“ e vous, que Jai beſoin | 
de 


1 
k 
* 
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KL de. vos yeux pour. voir 2” Do you ph 


“ think I want your eyes to ſee * The us 

- had given him to underſtand, in of 

155 EY note, that he had not anſwered to ſome He 
very important point in the miniſterial "= 


- diſpatches. ' This cauſed, the dreadful ce , 
queſtion about the eyes. But the very MW ye! 
next day Frederick. ſent for Herzberg, Per 


. and told him Vous avez eu raiſon ; for 
. 4 vous n'avez qui Ecrire ce que vous Jon 
$ avez propoſe & à envoyer meme un pret 

i « courier à cet effet.“ © You were | 1 


1 right; you may write whe you have 
260" propoſed, and even ſend a meſſenger 


- for that purpoſe :” which was done. 

Forty years lived Heraberg with Fre- 
derick the Great, and, ſince the peace of 
HFHubertſburg, i in a kind of intimacy and 
friendſhip. He never received from him 


; ny other Nrn. but a Porcelain ſet of 
Plates 
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| plates and diſhes, a fortnight before his 


death. But two days after the concluſion 
of the peace of Hubertſburg, he came to 
Herzberg, and ſaid to him: © You have 


« made the peace, as I the war; one 
« againſt many.” Frederick knew very 


well that this was enough for an Herz- 
berg. I ſhall ſay no more about him; 
for Herzberg s name does not only be- 
long to Frederick's hiſtory, but to ths i 


preſent grand hiſtory of Europe. 


Dl conclude this chapter with ſome 
general remarks on Frederick s domeſ- 
tie and literary friends and compani- : 


eng, ' 
Count Mirabeau ſays in his letter 


againſt the excellent Count Guibert: 


« Frederick did not love Voltaire more 


2 than any other of his literary compa- 


“ nions: on the contrary, he loved him 


Vor. L ns | 1 leſs; 
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"0 leſs; al it would not 1 80 difficult for 


4 the writer of his private life, to prove, 
te that Frederick, all his life time, did 


* never care much for men of - genius, 
On the whole, he ep 
«ers, than talkers.” * WT 

How much or little Voltaire was be⸗ 
wad by Frederick, is a problem, which 
may eaſily be reſolved, At firſt he knew 


him only from his works and letters; of 


. courſe, he knew then only Voltaire the 
uriter, not Voltaire the man. But he 
had ſcarce ſeen the real, actual, badily 


Voltaire, when he found that the Henri - 


ade and its author, were two beings, 
totally different, His reliſh for the 
_. , Henriade 


Lettre FA Comte de Minton. was. * loge de 
Frederick, par Mr. de Guibert, et I Eſſai general de 
| 1 du mn auteur. "Pages 25 abs 


4x; ew 
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Hentiade remained bla. atfeftion G £20 1 
Voltaire paſſed away. Frederick never | 
ceaſed to praiſe Voltaire's writings, but 
to their author he told many a bitter 
truth. After the ſcenes with Maupertuis, 
he never admitted him into his com; 
pany, - yet offered him an aſylum An -. 
bis dominions, when he thought he 
wanted it. However, ſhould Frederick 
have never felt any affection for Vol- 
taire, he did certainly love Algarotti, 
d'Argens, Baſtiani, Lucheſini, and many . © 
others“; and Count Mirabeau's aſſertion, - 222 
that Frederick wanted more hearers than 
talkers, i is nothing but a ſquib of -witti« 
Neiſm, fo common with this author. 
Amidſt thoſe ſcenes, which paſſed be- 
tween Voltaire and Maupertuis, Frede 
rick ſhewed the greateſt - mildneſs and 
forbearance, though even Mr. Denina 


G2 5 | | miſtakes 
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Miſtakes it ſo much, as to charge him 
Wirk intolerance, for having ordered the 
 Mhakia, to be burnt by the common 
| hangman. The Akakia, however, Was 
no artiele of faith, but the moſt mali. 
cious libel on Maupertuis; and its doom 
muſt appear, to every well-informed 
perſon, not an act of intolerance, but 
_ quite the reverſe. | 
Voltaire had already ſpread over all 
Potſdam the contents of his Akakis, 
| when, at the king's defire, he read it 
to him. « You may be right, for aught 
8 1 know,“ faid he to Voltaire, when 
he had done reading, « and the ſty le is 
6 lively enough; but confider, pray, 
* how. it would hurt my own honour, RY 
„to allow that the prefident > of the 0 
4 nn , at . ſhould be. 


60 thus 
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give. him his word of honour, and 
yet, four days after, many thouſand 


appearance in Potſdam, The king ſent 


him, in the ſevereſt manner, for this trea- 


« thus publicly hooted. For this rea · 
ce ſon, I demand your word of honour, 
« that the Akakia ſhall never be print- 
6 ed. ' Voltaire was very ready to 


printed copies of the Akakia made their 


directly for Voltaire, and re proached 


cherous dehaviour. Voltaire denied the 
J charge, and his impudence went even ſo 
N far, as to aſſure Frederick, that he was 
en 


not the author of the printed Akakia, 


49 « are not the author of this work, it 


great Voltaire NT mad, 


„„ 


« Well, x replied the king, « as you 


« ſhall ” burnt by the common hang» 
% man.“ This was done, and drove the 


1 - 
— : #5 
; % 
» 


: 102 SELECT VIEWS OF THE LIFE, &c, 


18 chis intierslice ? 'Vottatie behaved 
with the moſt contemptible meanneſs, 
and the king very kindly. But he never 
could forget this meanneſs; and as Vol- 
taire, after Maupertuis's death, continued 

to lampoon him, Frederick, in a letter 
to Voltaire, compared him with ravens, 
that feed on dead carcaſes. 

bo gentleman has favoured me with 

nun obfervation on Frederick's openneſs 

and franknefs at table, and in his evening 


1 parties, which 1 ſhall not withhold 
from my readers, as that gentleman 


had many an opportunity of being 2 
pf witneſs to it. At dinner, though always 
very. entertaining, the king would ſay 
5 nothing but what he wiſhed to be pub- 
liciy known. This was food for the 
foreign miniſters at Berlin, Who had 


* conſtantly penſi ioners among the king's 
ſervants, 
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ſervants, 1 Frederick delighted in 
foiling the gentlemen of the diplomatic 
corps. Much more open and leſs cau- 
tious was he in his evening entertain- 
ments; for then his ſervants did never, 
or, at leaſt, very ſeldom appear. 

5 One evening, however, one of theſe 
If fervants was preſent, when Frederick, 
th I in French, and quite loud, told the Mar - 
fs WM quis Luchefini, the onty gentleman with 
ne Wl him, ſomething of the greateſt impor- 
„d tance. The Marquis, in Italian, and a 
van low voice, anfwered the monarch, that 
mathe ſervant preſent in the room, under- : 
ay flood French. Ces animaux n'en- 
ſay} © tendent pas le Francois,” ; cc Theſe 
ub. © brutes don't underſtand French,” re- 
the plied the king, very loud. h 
had, vamed to me the ſervant, who ſtill lived 
g's with the He I was curious to know 
nts, 1 64 7 whether 
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whether he underſtood French. The 
7 very next time of my coming to Sans. 
21 wo Th ſouci, I took, therefore, an opportunity 
of ſpeaking to him. 1 addreſſed him 
in F rench „et cet e me repondit ad- 


unguarded moment, a ſecret eſcaped 


El... 4 ther impenetrable, and would often ſay, 
1 Z Did my ſhirt know what I do, 1 would 
EY FE burn it aue. 3 


 mirablement lux Thus, perhaps, in an 


this great prince, who elſe was altoge · 


* This 3 me in French admrably wall, 
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On Frederick's Ore Contempt of- the 4 
German Literature. 95 | 
| REDERICE, a German Prince, 1 i 
could not write German“, never | 
4 read a German book, converſed with 
his friends and companions, not in the : 

German, but 'the French language, 

eſtabliſhed at Berlin a literary ſociety, 
not a German, but a French one, and, 


Gs e hon 


3 * Mr. Formey in his Souvenirs d'un Citoyen, vol. 1. 
page 131, 353 and 354» has proved that Frederick: 
ſpelt French not much better, and this is not to be 
wandered at, when we recollect, that even Voltaire 
ſpelt French but very badly, and that, for this reaſen, 
his ſecretary was LIONS ure and 2 what 

. W wrote. 8 
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4 however, d neither light | the Germans, | 
1 nor contemn their literature. ; 
When a child and boy, he was educa- 
ted and ioſtructed in the very ſame way, il | 

1. as other princely children i in Germany 
=_ : Ut that time were, and, perhaps, are even Wl x 
„ ß naw, fixty .years later. Hewever Ger- f 
„ man bis father was, in all other reſpects-, 1 
%%% a ol lt og Frederick F 
9 Th ti 
| ** Frederick William knew 10 very little of the R 
*S French language, that he did not even know 5 ; 
: meaning of the French word Regent. Un jour,” ei 
E 5 ſays Mr. Formey, © le roi rencontra en rue un des Fr 
1 1 regens du college Francois, homme agreſte et gut 
« avoit la phyſiognomie la plus pcdanteſque, qu'on Wh} £0 

« a jamais vue. © Qui eres wous ?? * Je ſuis regrnt,' — 

% du ton le plus ferme. Cela derouta le roi, qui 

ö « n' avoit jamais oui parler, que du Regent de France, 
YN . IIſe tourna vers les officiers, qui le ſuivoient, et I © 1 
= 4 portant ſon doigt au front, il leur fit ſigne, que 4 
1 | 4 cet: homme CEtoit fou. © The king, one day; * 
2 1 4 met is the ſtreet, one of the regents of the French * 


«. college, a clumſy fellow, with the moſt pedantic -4 
44 face ever ſeen, * M bo areyou?? e am regent, ¶ Sou 
V L in 
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Frederick gota F Wach gouvernante, MY 
a French inſtructor. What he learnt, . 
when a boy, he purſued when a youth. A 


At that time German books were never 


read at. German courts, every by ſervants; | 
Every German prince and nobleman, 
formed his taſte. on French authors, 
and, if he | could.” write at all, wrote 
French. The literary friends of Frede - 
tick's youth, were all Frenchmen; ; An... 
Rheinſberg, as at all other any way 


civilized German courts, they ſpoke 


French. Frederick, being thus ſituated, 
could, by no means, get acquainted Ha 
G& ö -n 


« in.the moſt determined tone, This puzzled the 
« king, who had never heard of any other regent 
« than that of France. He turned to the officers. 
« who. followed him, and, putting his finger to his 


« forehead, made them a ſign that the man was mad.“ 
Souvenirs d'un Citoyen, vol. 1. page 87 and 38. 
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with. the German literature and e 


Sraphy. 


Nothing but the ſteadineſs and firm. 


neſs of Frederick's character and ſenti · 


ments, could induce him, to purſue in 
his manhood and old age, the very 
| ſame courſe. in his ſtudies, which he had 


- taken when a youth. He wrote his 
_ works in the moſt univerſally underſtood 
and beſt liked language of Europe; in 
| that language, which was more his mo- 

t ther · tongue than the German. He 


wrote in the language of that nation, 


Who at that time wrote better than any 
other nation; and, perhaps, he might 


alſo perceive, that it is much e aſier to 


However, Frederick did not ſcorn 
che German muſe. She might dance 


ber fellive rounds, chant her hymns 


%. 


and 


al ſing her glees. He only: did not 
care to ſee or hear her. When Frede- 


ſent Germany's pride and glory, were 

then unborn. For this reaſon, Frederick 

cheriſhed French literature, which, even 
in the early years of Lewis XIV, was as 
| highly cultivated as now, a century 
1 later, the German i is, and read no German 
8 books. 


A His predilection tor foreign, and, 


, eſpecially, French literature, was, how- 
y ever, chiefly increaſed .and ſtrengthened 
ut by his conſtant intercourſe with Alga- 
to rotti, Maupertuis, Voltaire, and d Ar- 


gens. The company of theſe gentle- 
mn | men he liked beſt. Their tone of con- 
ce verſation excelled every thing, that he 


s ſaw, heard, or knew of the German li- 


ind 
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nick was young, no German Voltaire was 
exiſting. Innumerable writers, at pre- 


terati, 


— 
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? 


as; Tberefofe, none of them were 
invited to his delicious ſuppers in the 
marble ſaloon of Little Sans-ſouci, com- 
monly protracted ſo late, that the legs of 

8 all the king's ſervants were often ſwol- 
155 len. Many a cheerful bottle of bright 
Champaign was quaffed at theſe noctur- 
5 nal feaſts of the muſes. Perhaps there 
is no place in all Germany, where wit 

"© flowed ever ſo copiouſly, as in this marble 
ſaloon, © How often, perhaps, did 
they: here defy and challenge Hea- 
« yen,” ſaid I, ſtruck with awe, ſome- 


rimes to myſelf, when fitting among! the 


Corinthian: pillars, I ſaw before me, 
Venus Urania, and Apollo holding open 

in his hands, Lucretius's famous work, 
exbibitiag theſe words in n golden let- 
ters: — | 


The e chm ſtudeo [cribendis verſibus eſſe, 


Qos ego de rerum natura pangere conor. 


ap 
ri 


69 


Te 


A» 


# 


diledtion for foreign literature, he never. 


flighted or deſpiſed the German nation. 


All his grand ideas were put in execu- 
tion by Germans; z all his bold and im- 
mortal exploits performed with them. 


Nor did he ſcorn the German language: 2 
all letters concerning internal or foreign 


public affairs, all the reports of his mi- 


niſters | and generals he ordered to be 


written in German, and in the b 15 


ſnoke German with all his officers, even 


with thoſe who were natives of France. 


The Royal Society of Berlin, alone, wers 


obliged to write French „ and at his table, 
and in his evening entertainment, he 
ſpoke nothing but French. 


A greater genius than Lambert never . 
appeared at Berlin, Leibniz and Frede · | 
rick. excepted, Great courage. and a ; 

noble ; 
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| noble franknefs, diſtinguiſhed kits beha- 
- viour to the king. Though he had 
x ſomething very peculiar. about him, in 
his carriage and addreſs, all attempts 
and endeavours to ridicule bim, proved 
ineffectual to Frederick. He always 
5 ſpoke of Lambert with the greateſt re- 
ſpect, and would often ſay to his fault- 


finders: * Wirh a man of ſuch WONn- 


«« qerfut abilities and ſuch an immenſe 
o knowledge, we muſt never mind tri- 


4 fles.“ 


Frederick was very bak pleaſed with 
the Swiſs nation, and gave many a proof 
of it, Eight natives of Switzerland 
were, at the ſame time; members of the 


Royal Society at Berlin: viz. Beguelin, 


Merian, Bernoulli, Cat, Lambert, Euler, 
Sulzer, and Weguelin. The inſtructors, 
whom Frederick gave his nephew, were 
Swiss. 
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Swiſs. However, ſome of theſe reſpec- 
table men were obliged to pay that 


drawback, which the nr mob never 
fail to exact. 


[i 


Sulzer paid aw of it than any one 
elſe, and, neyertheleſs, he gxerted his 


utmoſt endeavours, to raiſe in Frederick 
ſome attention for German literature, 
Sir Andrew Mitchel, and thé marquis 


d' Argens aſſiſted Sulzer, and by their 
joint efforts, it was effected, that the 


king took ſome notice of the famous 
Saxon Literati, Reiſke, Gellert, Ernefti, 
and Rabener, and converſed with them. 


Sulzer's love and veneration for German g 
excellence, inſpired him wich the noble 
thought of immortalizing Colonel Hey- 


den's glorious defence of Colberg with a 


golden medal. Frederick highly praiſed 


the ede defign, teſtified his a 3 
defired 


« 
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: defired to 5 be one It the ſubſcribers, and 
| wiſhed that the ſame honour might de 


paid to General Werner. This was 


done, and, during the war, Frederick 
wrote to Sulzer, a letter full of ſenſibi- 
lity and gratitude, which 1 cannot with. 


bold from my dead. His love and 
veneration 


— 
— 


— 


0 45 ſuis &! autant plus ſenſible a votre attention, 
40 d'avoir travaille à honorer ceux, qui ſervent ſi 


4 bien leur patrie, que vous m'avez prevenu ſur ce 


, defſein, que j auroĩs execute depuis long · temps, 


«' fans les circonſtances preſentes, qui ne me permet- 
re tent pas toujours, de donner, comme je le voudrois, 
ceux, qui ſe diſtinguent, les marques de conſidera- 
4 tion, qu' ils mevitent.”” I feel the more gratitude 


805 for you rendeavours, to honour thoſe that ſerve ſo 


well their country, as you have anticipated me in 
4 this deſign, which I ſhould have executed long ago, 
but for my preſent ſituation, which does not always 
4 follow me to grant to thoſe who diſtinguiſh them- 

4 ſelves, ſuch marks of honour as they _— and 1 


« 0a be happy to give n. 5, 
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venration for Helper became afterwards — N 
ſo great, that he did every thing in his 
power to ſweeten his refidence at Berlin EEE 
though the great and good man con- {, 


ſtantly longed for a calm retreat, on the 5 5 
delightful banks of the lake of Zurie. 
"FT rederick's fondneſs for the Swiſs na | {2M 
tion might be fuſceptible of a comic \."M 
light, were it proper to place any thing 1 = 
belonging to ſo great a man, in ſuch a Se g : li 
point of view. Colonel Stamford, nor, 1:50 4 
governor to the hereditary prince of | 1 
Orange, told me at Potſdam, that with =o 
Frederick every man was a Swiſs, if he : } 
had peremptorily ſettled! it with himſelf, [ 4 
that he was' one, Thus, for instructor = 
of the preſent prince of Pruſſia, he choſe 7 1 ö 5 * 
a Mr. Beniſh, for the only reaſon of his * „ 
being a Swiſs, though this gentleman 1 | 


had 


- 
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had never ſeen Switzerland, and was a 


native of Breſlaw. - 
: With much generoſity and kindneſs 
. did Frederick behave towards the Lord 
Paramount of all German literati of thoſe 
times, Baron Haller. In the year 1749, 
he bid Maupertuis write to tell him: 
He might come to Berlin and refide 
44 there. Titles and rank he ſhoutd 
3 have as much of as he liked, and a 
hs large ſalary too. For all this, the king 


<« would never aſk any kind of bufineſs ; 


© nothing ſhould be defire but his pre- 
« ſence at Berlin.” 
would have certainly been a great ac- 
quiſition for the Royal Society at Berlin; 


and this, in all likelihood, was Mau- 


pertuis's wiſh and intention; 
When Haller received this letter from 


Maupertuis, 1 lived with him in his 
„ houſe 


Faller, however, 


OF FREDERICK THE GREAT. 111 
houſe at Gottingen, and recollect ex- 
tremely well, what an impreſſion it 
made upon him, eſpecially that part of 
it, wherein Maupertuis gave him to 
underſtand, that the king would very 
often ſend for Haller, and invite him to 


his ſuppers with Voltaire, and his other 
evening com panions. All theſe offers and 


views lifred his ſoul, as I ſcarce ever ſaw | 
elevated a ſoul of the better kind. Haller 
threw afide, for a time, all his folios, ana- 
tomy, and botany, He ſtudied the Belles 
Lettres, all the day long, and overflowed 
with wit. Sometimes, however, the un- 
chriſtian evening hours and infidel ban- 
quets at Sanſ-ſoucy and Potſdam, would 
bear hard upon his heart. He told me 
what they then ſaid at Berlin about theſe 
entertainment: and Frederick's whole 

private 
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private life and Berlin 8 talk, at that 
time, was preciſely and literally the ſame 
& 7 afterwards. Voltaire's, in the lying 
Vie privde de Frederick. Haller ſeemed to 
feel his ſuperiority over Voltaire, in 
in all the ſcientifick- branches of polite | 
literature, and the greater extent of 
his ſuperior powers. In a more com · 
Prehenſive compaſs, and much deeper 
had he dived in ſearch of all the ſources 
of human knowledge. He was better 
acquainted with the: hiſtory of all ages, 
all nations and mankind, Concerning 
hiſtory, and the philoſophy of hiſtory, 
it has always afforded me equal plea- 

: ſure to hear Haller and to read Vol- 
taire. His great and diſcerning mind 
knew equally well how to. reject what 
was uſeleſs, and to place to advan- 
ee xe 1 


— 


rage! har was exquiſite a and FRY b 
ler had not in bis converſation the 
{\martneſs of Voltaire: but his percep- 


tion was equally quick, and his way 1 }. 
of delivering his ideas, equally good. 
Though not hyper-orthodox } in ſo dread- ; 7 | 5 
ful a manner as afterwards, Haller Was | 83 x 


even at that time a good Chriſtian, 2nd, 
therefore, faid. 29-06 2 -< Figure to 


6c yourſelf a Chriſtian, a man that be- 
« lieves in the religion of Jeſus, and 5 
4 profeſſes it from his heart, amidſt 5 
5 Frederick, Voltaire, Maupertuis, and | 
0 d' Argens.“ Haller, however, wrote to 
Maupertuis, and acquainted him with the 
conditions, under which he was reſolved | 
to go to Berlin. T he king agreed to all 
Frheſe conditions, and the whole bufineſs 
2 ſeemed to be finally ſettled, when Haller, 
e (ery unexpectedly, informed Mavper- 
6 e 2 1 
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1 


| tols that it was im pechble for him to 

| go to Berlin, for it would be- unbecom- 
ing him to break off his earlier connexi. 

: ons with Hanover. F 

Maupertuis enraged by Haller's con- 

duct, was his enemy all his life after, 
"The" king was likewiſe much diſpleaſed. 


cc 


ce 


But Frederick forgave eaſily, whenever : 


| he could forgive. In the year 1756, 
he offered him, through Sulzer, the place 
of chancellor of the univerſity at Hall, 
with a” falary of three thouſand dol- 
lars, which, however, Haller did not 
accept. 
Haller, in the third book of bis poli. 
tical novel, Uſong, relates this piece of 
' hiſtory, in the following manner: — 
& Zongty, (viz. Frederick, King of Pruſ: 
6 fa) did not believe any difference be 
N twixt good and evil. Oel Fu (vii 
| Nt I» Haller) 


or FREDERICK THE GREAT: 12¹ 


a Haller) not chooſing to coneeal from 
te him, that he worſhipped God, and 


— 


t preferred virtue to vice, loſt: his . 


« place, and, Zongtu ſtooped even ſo 
te low, as to write againſt him in harſh 
« and ſevere expreſſions ; Oel Fu, how- ; 


gs ever, never read his writings. 


Mere fiction | is all this. But, 5 1 . 
know Frederick's | feelings and ſenti- 


ments much better than Haller did, 
my heart ſmarts at this paſſage un 


deniably pointed againſt Frederick. — 
For this reaſon, I could not with- 


ſtand the impulle | (which. elſe 1 80 


appear rather unfriendly. towards 
great inſtructor and moſt reſpected re- 
lation) to defend Frederick againſt the 


ſovereign 'of all the German literati at 
that time, eſpecially, as one monarch 
had firſt offended the other, and . 


Vor. I. %ͤͤ 
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7 diſcharge of a piſtol was all that the 

5 . monarch at Berlin allowed himſelf 1 
the monarch at Gottingen. 2 | 


- i. 


- 
1 


0 BA r. vil. 


0. — amel nn and bis 


. Experiments. 


KEEN obſerver and ene com- 
4 panion of Frederick the Great, 
told me in Potſdam, that he now and 
then had been rather a little ſuperſti- 
tious 1 did not wonder at it, but 
=—_ it a urs alway, when I 
read 


= >. 
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61 ſome where that Frederick had be- 
lieved in the white. lady. x 


This monarch, who know - very L vel, 


that, during the reign. of his father, a 


ſcullion had been flogged, and a ſoldier 5 
been made to l ride on the wooden aſs, 775 
in the dreſs of the White lady, was ſo 
far from believing in this famous ſprite, 
that he laughed beartily at all thoſe who 
gave credit to her. Nh at table, he 


aſked prince Sacken: * Is there at 


* Dreſdehſtoo ſuch eb deg eln d 


“ Yes,” replied the prince. « Why,” | 


ſaid the | king, © alſo a white lady #27 


The prince puzzled by this queſtion, 


8 i | 8 8 1 | . f : 1 1 *. ; 
fits 03 aids Ha „ ich ang 


4 


7 * 4 . en of hobgoblia in the Royal Pas 
lace at Berlin, whoſe appearance was I to be an 


| Women to the Royal Family, 


8. aun, auſſi une femme — 


2 1 


5 14 erkrer ner or uE rr, e. 


| akd Web chat kid mOHred inight be diſ. 
2 pleaſed if he told him the truth, in the 


true character of aſuppte courtier, in- 
Rantly coloured' the ſprite; and anſwered 
the king: May it pleaſe your ma- 
-« jeſty, that lady is green“. “ It lis ſcarce 


pofßble to conceive the loud laugh 
Which at this anſwer burſt forth at the 


king's table. He, however, never ceaſed 
to purſue, with his lauen all, the: ſec: 
taries of the white lady. 4 
A quondam comp add bee orice ck, 
the ingenious Mr. Pauw, very lately aſ- 
ſured a friend of mine, * that F rederick 
. the Great, notwithſtanding; bis Power- 
ful mind, had not been able to reſiſ 


the temptation of alchymical opera- 


a * tions, and different wg of "iſto. 


L ; 5 50S : © yeri 
x 3 5 1 1 1 3 4 as 90 


* Non, Sire } Cele femme verte. 
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« vering gente events. Theſe operations | 
c and experiments, through many years, 


cc. had coſt him ten thouſand dollars per 


2 annum, - For the purpoſe | of finding ; 
« out the length of his life, or the ifſue | 


6 of ſome important bufineſs, ſcarcely 
te an aſtrologer or prophet in all his do- 
te. minions, was left unconſulted; though 
eit cannot be afferted that he put con» : 
« fidence in them. A propenſity to ſuch 
things, however, ſeemed to be heredit- 
« ary in the houſe of Br andenbourg 
This reflection on Frederick the Great, 
by ſo able an obſerver and deep thinker 
as Mr. Pauw, deſerves the niceſt diſ- 
quiſition. Men of . great reſpectability 
at Berlin, to whom Mr. Pauw' 8 opi- 
nion Was communicated, replied, © that 
bs they had never heard of ſuch a thing, ; 
9 * and that it could not have eſcaped their 
5 JJ 
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| 1 notice if it was true. But the right 
of theſe gentlemen to give out for falſe 
Every thing concerning Frederick which 
has eſcaped their notice, ſeoms, at leaſt, 

—_—_ tobe doubtful. | | 
„„ Ptrederick the Great ſaid once himſelf 
oO his friend and miniſter, Baron Horſt: 


10. ſuppoſed to be true in aſtrology and 
e knowledge of futurity, is almoſt as 
© ridjeulous ſtuff as all the religious ſyſ. 

« tems of the whole world. Since the 

4 remoteſt times, theſe two kinds of non- 

&. ſenſe have been connected. Superſti- 

5c tion would always believe what 
, common ſenſe rejected. But being 
ve convinced that truth may de found 
* even in ways directly oppoſite to rea- 


e ments often lead t to o ideas utterly falſe, 
TEN | C 2 1 5 5 0 I have 


# 


| ; 5 9 Whatever, in all ages, mankind have 


ſon, and that the moſt ſpecious argu · 


> - 


— 
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60 1 have made all poſlible inquiry into 


10 theſe two great objects of our folly and 
« our faith. Whoever pretended to be 
«an aſtrologer, even every itinerant and f 
country prophet, has been conſulted by 
« me; for, reſpecting ſuch ; things, We 


„ learn nothing from deſks and pulpits. 

« The reſult was, that I no- where found x 
« any thing but old women's tales and 
nonſenſe. No one in my dominions 


« underſtood the cabaliſtic calcule bet - 


ter than Francheville, and he aſſur- 


ed me that he put no confidence in it. 5 


& A great deal of ſuch ridiculous ſtuff, 
60 mingled with much learning, is laid 
« up in Count Gabalis's letters: for this 
« reaſon they have afforded me wane 


4 amuſement. = 1 50 


Theſe were Frederick's own words, | 
From comparing them with M. Pauw's | 
. ** 5 account, - 
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nàccount, we may learn how cautious we 


ougght to be in adopting for hiſtorical 
truth, even ſuch relations as bear all the 


5 2fpearance of it, Not a belief in aſtro. 
logical ſcience is hereditary in the houſe 


of Brandenbourg ; 3 but, perhaps, a pro- 
penſity to ſearch even thoſe dregs of hu- 
man learning for ſome uſeful truth; 
row nin no doubt, has tried the idle 


rt of aſtrologers and er In but 


5 never believed in it. 


The ſame ought to be Nad 1 his 


5 a partiality for alchymical ope- 
| rations. They have been made at his 
expence, under his eye, and he has fol- 
lowed them with the moſt intenſe atten- 
tion; not from any belief in _alchymy, 
but becauſe he wanted to look through 
5 all the arts of the adepts, 
IF 9A eee Fondneſs 
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ce e fan: alchymy,” 8 aid he, 


| one day, to Baron Horſt, “ is a kind of 
4 diſeaſe; ſometimes it ſeems cured 1 by 


ce xeaſon, but it will often return un- 


s expected, and become epidemic. Fre- 


cc derſdorf believed in the tranſmuta- 
4. tion of metals, and embarked him- 


« ſelf with ſome alchymiſts, who got 

« to Potſdam. The rumour. of this en- 
terpriſe, was very ſoon ſpread through 
„ the whole garriſon, and there was 


* ſearce' one enſign in Potſdam, who did bs 


not hope that ſome. alehymic Proceſs 


would enable him to pay his debts 
a „ Alchymical ſw indlers and ſharpers, i in 
t various ſhapes, were now flocking to 


Fotſdam, from IE ry oorner of Eun 


kope. From Saxony came: a Madame 
7 de „Pfuel, With two very beautiful 
7 Fl daughters, , Theſe lad; 2 Carr ied on 


boar e Hs „ the 
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c the trade in Aa methodical way, and 
« pad the reputation of being eminent 
te witzards, eſpecially with young folks. 
„ I tries to eruſh the evil, but that 
# would not do. They offered to make 
n all pothble experiments in my pre- 
n ſener, and to convince me by ocular 
b. proof. © I thought this to be the beſt 
n means of unmaſking that dangerous 
e delufion. I fet the alchymiſts to 
work, and had them narrowly watched, 
To throw gold into the erueible, or 
* forme ſuch other groſs "impoſition, 
could not poſſibly be attempred.— 
* However, Madame de Pfuel acted 
* with ſo much cunning, that 1 could 
got help allowing all her experiments 
n to be made, 
„ which has coſt me much more than 
| * the den thoufand dollars 1 bad deſ- 


5 4 tined 


4 


7 


the whole coutſe of 


1 
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ot tined for that purpoſe. It i is, and 
cc will always be, filly to believe in the 


cc tranſmutation of metals. ö But this is 
ce true, that metals may be reduced to 
6c forms, under which nobody would 5 


ce ſuſpe& them. Whoever gives me 


«© back my money, ſhall learn this art 
« from me. I muſt confeſs, however, 


(c that it makes no one richer; 3 for, by 
«, transforming fifty ducats in ſuch 2 


manner, you loſe about fix of them.” . 
This declaration of Frederick, proves 


that he ſpent a great deal of money in 


alchymical experiments, but not tat 9 


believed ene. 


* 


cr * 
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FE 08 of Frederick's mind 
was not formed through the gra- 
dat unfolding of an eminent genius; 1 
it was, at once, what it ſhould be; and 1 
acted in full nie, and force, | \ 
* Principles, which he once had made IM 1 
8 Bis own, he followed through the whole | 
of His life, with unconquerable firm- a 
= neſs. His very firſt palitical- ! look hit \ 
the mark, 'and decided the point. The 2 
whole plan of his conduct in ſtate af. + 
fairs, the opinion and principles on po- 
litical concerns, which he, had once ( 
„CC | © 


— 


N \ 
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7 


Adpttd he foo followed, even in 


his old age. 
When prince royal, he w wrote a tract on 


the political fituation of Europe in thoſe © 
times, which we find in the ſixth vo- 
lume of bis poſthumous | works, He 
| perceived, even then, what a combina- | 


tion of the greateſt” powers of Europe 


could achieve. He ſaw that ſuch a 


league would be ſtrong enougb to di- 
vide among them all the world beſides. 


"He: faw that a coalition. of all the other 


powers was the only means to counter- 
act ſuch a league. Thus thought and 
wrote Frederick when prince royal, and, 
according to this en he acted all 
his life as king. © 


After the Sad of the emperoy, 
Chatles the Sixth, conformably to this 
opinion, he found himſelf obliged to 


To Hh enlarge s 
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oy enlarge his dominions, that he too, one 


day, might have a voice among the great 
74 powers of Europe. France ſuppoſed 
then that the time was come, when ſhe . 


: ſhould be able to divide the formidable 
; Auſtrian monarchy among three com- 
petitors, Bavaria, Saxony, and Mary 


Thereſa, the heireſs of Charles. It was 
the intention of the French court, that 


the electors of Saxony and Bavaria, 
ſhould take fo much as to leave to the 
_ rightful. heireſs, nothing but Hungary 


and Lower Auſtria. F rederick could 


claim only Sileſia, and it was eſſential 
to get poſſeſſion of this province, before 


_ another claimant. ſhould come and fay : ; 


* Sileſia is mine?“ Frederick, of courſe, 


Joined the party of France, that he 


_ have his harm: of the Auſtrian 
. 


% 
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cis he did not tie himſelf by: any 
formal treaty of alliance. In the ſame 
manner, as with Bavaria and Saxony | 
he agreed only with TR to promote 5 
with all his might, their common inte- 
reſt, When, at the head of his troops, 
he marched out from Berlin, he ſaid, 
jeſtingly, to the French ambaſſador: «I 
« take up your game; if I get the 
te trumps, we'll go halves.” But find- 
ing, afterwards, that France and Saxony 


deceived him 7 that the French ſought . 


for nothing but his deſtruction, and the 


Saxon auxiliaries were rather obnoxious 


to him, nothing could bind Frederick 


any longer. He, therefore, made the 


peace of Breſlaw, by which he got the 
full and perpetual poſſeſſion of Silefia, 
ſolemnly transferred to him by its pro- | 
card George the RO then the 

PER IP - 
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only ally af, Auſtria, -guaraneed this 
3 W 8 SOLES d ee 

A new ſcene, e e * 
. over again to the ſide of the empe. 
ror, Charles the Seventh, before he had 
well time to eſtabliſh himſelf in Sileſia. 
England coneluded the treaty of Worms, 


and Frederick came to know its ſecret 


articles f in a way; which is not publichy 
underſtood. William the Eighth, Land- 
grave of Heſſe· Caſſel, from political 
motives and perſonal affection, was a 
very zealous partiſan of the houſe of 
Bavaria. King George II. much re: 


ſpected this Prince, and being his father- 


_ in-law, - thought himſelf ſure of him, 
The prince paid a viſit to the king at 
Herrenhauſen, near Hanover, and was 
dexterous enough to pump out of him all 
the moſt ſecret articles of the treaty of 


Worms. 


—— 


— 
1 


— 


Worms. He. had no ſooner poſſeſſed 
himſelf of this ſecret, than, with all 
ſpeed, he diſcloſed it to Frederick, and 
this important diſcovery haſtened his 
irruption into Bohemia. 
. bumbling | of Frederick. and 
Prints was the only aim of the treaty - 
of Worms, Had Auſtria gained a full | 


preponderance, Frederick would ſurely 


have been cruſhed by her overwhelming 
power, 'T herefore, he did not delay a 
moment. He flew to arms, apparently 
for the head of the empire, but, in ef- 


fect, for bis own preſervation. The 


Auſtrian army poſſeſſed Alſace, and 
France was in great diſtreſs. Frederick 
ſaved France, but was afterwards very 
ill uſed by her; for, notwithſtand- 


ing the moſt. ſacred promiſes, ſhe 


ſuffered. che whole of the Auſtrian 
forces 
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_ forces to draw towards Bohemia, with- 
out following them. Cardinal Fleu- 
ry acted in ſo prieſtly and childiſh a 


5 manner, that he expoſed the whole cauſe i 
to the moſt perilous chance, by ſup- i 
. poſing that the taking of Friburg in Ie 
Briſgau, was all France ought to at- « 
tempt, at ſo critical a period. Fleury, it 
| however, did, in fact, nothing but e 
follow the principles of Cardinal Ma- I y 
zarin. Both theſe cardinals were of I h 
the ſame opinion, as the famous Count Wl w 


Vergennes ſince, that true 5 con- 
ſiſt in artifice and cunniog. „ 
Frederick was, thavefane, obliged to fl tt 
| - bear the whole weight of the Auſtrian a 
Invaſion in Bohemia. His plans were fr 
| laid onthe ſuppoſition, that the French I ee 
army ſhould follow Prince Charles toil er 


wn Bohemia. They did not. The conſe- 


oh e quences 


x 
Fo 


* 


| quences are 1 Even i in the fol- 
lowing year, after the glorious victories 


near Friedberg and Soor, Frederick was * 
in danger of ſeeing the Auſtrian army 


invade his dominions, and, perhaps, take 
even Berlin. He, however, withſtood 
this ſtorm, with energy and ſpeed; rout- 


x ing himſelf. a party of the enemy a 


it Great Henerſdorf, meanwhile the reſt 
- I were defeated near Keſſelſdorf. Now 
ff I he was able to conclude a Peace, by 
nt which he loſt nothing. _ 
n- i have heard deep politicians fray, that 
in Frederick's political character, during 


to the two firſt Silefian wars, there had been : 


an WW a kind of timidity, and that he had taken 
ere from Auſtria, only as much as was ne- 

ich ceflary, for making her his irreconcileable 
n but not ſo much as he wanted, 
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to maintain bimtelf' in the Ne. of 
- what he e 
| » That by the peace of Bredaw, be boni 
not pretend to get more than he did, 

ſeems to be pretty clear. But with re · 


gard to the peace of Dreſden, it may be 


| aſked, if he ſhould not haye inſiſted upon 
| the oeſſion of all Bohemia, or, at leaſt, 
the greateſt part of it, for the purpoſe 
of getting ſuch a peace as he wanted. 


Neither his friends nor his enemies, 


1 would have ſuffered him by the 
| peace of Dreſden, to diſable and prevent 
Auſtria from ever thinking on the re-CON- 
- quering of Silefia. The king's pre- 
| ponderance act the: peace of - Dreſden 


was certainly not ſo great, that, with 


any hope of ſucceſs, he. could venture 

upon ſuch an attempt. The. Ruſſian 
1 troops were ready to march h againſt him, 
| 15 Had 


0 2v= 22 


3 8 
Net + 
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Had they: ibvdded Prufla, they. would 
have found an open, defenceleſs country. 
In both the battles of Great Henerſdorf 


and Keflelſdorf, the Auſtrian army had 


ſuffered but very little; the great loſs 
was fuſtained by the Saxons. The Auſ- | 
trians, in conſequence, could ſtand and 
oblige him never to loſe fight of them, 
meanwhile the Ruſſians, Coſſacks, and 
calmucks would have been at liberty 
to do in his dominions, whatever they 


liked. After the treacherous treatment, 


he had experienced from France, he 
could no more depend on her: while his 
enemies might have cut him to pieces, 


ſhe would have quietly purſued her con- 


queſts” in the Netherlands. Frederick, 
therefore, made the peace of Dreſden on 
the beſt terms he could v and had he, 
like Chacick at ſtakod and hazarded 
by +”. | | his 
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- his all, be would have ated as 4 ITER 
errant, not as a wiſe and politic prince. 
Frederick was never timorous through 

the whole of his life, His natural con- 

| iitution, in ſo fine organized a frame, 
could not admit of timidity, Deter. 

- mined and mighty, ſuch a genius beats 

don every ſymptom of weakneſs. The 

charge of cowardice, which his behavi- 
our at Molwiz excited againſt him, is 

” altogether groundleſs. Under the preſ- 

' ſure of the ſame circumſtances, Achilles 

and Alexander. could not have acted 

otherwiſe, than Frederick. At the head 
of the whole Auſtrian cavalry, General 
| Roemer had routed a Pruſſian regiment, 
which contained all the cavalry of that 
wing where the king was. Frederick 
perceiving the moment when he had no 

ꝙ— but. * of being Mabel 

cut 


FS 
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cut in pieces or taken, rode off, and by 
a ſwarm of fugitives was drawn away ſo 
| far that he could not rejoin the army, 

- but in the night, and after the battle 
„ vas completely won. He galloped away 
r- © from Collin likewiſe, while in the field 
ts of battle, his officers were ſaying to each 
he other: : Here is our Pultawa! But 
1 muſt Frederick not avoid falling into 
is che hands of his enemies, and had 
ef. ¶ he not every reaſon to dread this more 
les I than death itſelf ? In all the battles of 
ted I the ſeven years war, he expoſed him- 
ad I felf to every danger, like any major in 
ral WW his army; and in a thouſand other fitua- 

WW tions he has ſhown, that it was ſome- 
thing more than human infirmity ſub- 
dued by a powerful mind, which in- 
ſpired him with ſuch courage, intrepidity 
and boldneſs. The Spaniſh officer who 
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| i | Laid; 


ce *+; was brave. on this or that 
6 tay? might be an honeſt fellow. 
But with Frederick * Was not the 
caſe, 


{wy Sometimes h is political AR would 
|  ikewiſe appear rather timid, when. he 
5 did not chooſe to enforce his negocia- 

tions with the whole weight of his 


power, But this conduct was directed 


by that very prudent and reaſonable prin- 


ciple, which ſo much diſtinguiſhed Fre. 


derick's policy from that of other ſtateſ. 


men 1 never meddle,”- would he 
often ſay, with the internal conſli- 


* tution and economy of other go- 
« vernments, except when ſome immi- 
bb nent danger of my own forces me 


5 OS, Tr 5 3 
c to it.“ „ „ Fo 3 9 


It, of courſe, muſt not be ſaid, that 


the -grenb ſucceſs of his enterprizes in- 


th 
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| inſpired him with boldneſs; like, many. 
c ther great men. His moſt, daring; po- | 
litical ſtroke was his taking poſſeſſion 
of Herſtal with military force, immedi; 


* 


| Wl ately after his acceſſion to the throne. 
: This ſtroke, it is true, was only. an, ar- 


„ tack on a biſhop: but this Biſhop of 


is Liege might have been protected by the 


d Imperial court, and this protection; rouſe 

\- againſt him the animoſity of all the leſs . 
e. powerful German Princes. This biſhop, | 
l. moreover, was the Perpetual ally of 


againſt the young king, his attack on a 


kennen truly great and diſtrefing. 


France; and if this power, at; that time, ; 
had formed an alliance with. Holland, 1 


biſhop would have involved him i in dif- 


Frederick, with a bold and piercing 
eye, at the very firſt glance, looked 
through every ſcheme laid before him; 
Te b- 1 but 
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i Rateſmen in Europe, was Frederick in 
«his hegociations. Count Guibert con- 


rity, in his panegyrick on this great 


* ſpoke, and did every thing with a 
1 elearneſs, dignity and preciſeneſs, ut 


=2 66 "for here aknoſt all their art conſiſt: 


Ks 
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at did not prevent him from its 


| moſb ateurate examination. His won 


IC acumen decided the ficſt moment 


on the propriety and likelihood of the 
plan But he never relied eatirely upon 
this firſt look. He calculated, inqui- 
red, deſired fuller information from his 
Auniſters or generals; and, after all, did 
not look upon the project in ey other 
Hght, but that of experiment. a 


Effentially different from all the other 


feſſes this, with the moſt generous ſince. 


monarch. * Frederick,” ſays he, «© wrote, 


xc terly unknown in our foreign affairs; 


cc in 
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« open ſome loop-holes, inſtead of mak- 
ing uſe of nothing but naked truth, 


„Which, much more ſeldom, at leaſt 
« with far greater dignity, ſinks under 


id « difficulties, than falſehood and Artie 


\ct 6 ice. In all his diſpatches, figned 
« with his name, he ans appeared | 


c firm and true. 
To be convinced of the truth of this 


derick's ayle in political negociations 


* Rloge a0 Roi 40 Prat par MI Cote . 
Suben, Page 165 723 18. th 


« in ifting and fhufMing, i in drowning ; 
et the ſenſe in phraſes, in wrapping 
« themſelves in darkneſs, and keeping 


remark, we have only to compare Fre- 


with that of other great courts,- He al- 
ways endeavoured to be clear, never to 
be obſcure; and no one could ever con- 


5 | a 16 bes vince : 
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Wü Vii fle falſchbod. A moſt un- 


equivocal proof of the ingenuity of bis 
conduct he would often give, by com- 


1 to a third court, his corref- 
poBfence” with' that power he was ne- 
bee with. eren of all the let- | 


concerning "Joop attempt to get Ba - 
Varia, by an exchange of the Nether- | 
lands; he ſent to Verſailles. fri % 
He was always as good as his word, 
and did never, in the leaſt, break it. 
The author of a French pamphlet, 
written, printed, and ſecretly ſold, during 
*Frederick®s' life, tells us 4 glaring un- 
truth, when he ſays, e that Frederick, 
« by the peace of Hubertſburg, had 
«© promiſed to reſtore to Saxony three 
£6 « thouſand eight, hundred ſoldiers, : and 
&« afterwards ordered. his miniſters to 
4 anſwer 
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anſwer the Saxon ambaſſador: | The 
« king always grows angry when this 
e point is touched; or, the king is 
« rather aſtoniſhed, that the court 
« of; Dreſden ſhould ſo much inſiſt 
e upon a matter, which would, at once, 
&« quench the friendſhip between the 
% two courts, ſcarcel y kindled anew.“ Xx 
It cannot be denied, that, after the 
peace of Hubertſberg, all the courts 
concerned, were complaining againſteach 
other, about withholding the priſoners 
, of war. Reciprocal | reproaches. were 
5 heard in every court. Auſtria, eſpecially, 
FE with reſpect to the Pruſſian, priſoners; 
did not act in a juſt and candid way, 
but always broke off the exchanging 
buſineſs, However, the before - men- 
If I'$j-'::--, .. toned 


Lay 
- 


Frederick le Grand, page 26. 
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tioned intercourſe between the Pruſſian 


_ miniſters and the Saron een is 


mere fiction. 0 Lal 


From Prederick's poſthumous: en 
it may, . certainly, be inferred, that, 
rbough an ally of Ruſſia, by the great 
and amazing victories of that aſpiring 
power over the Turks, be as well was 


made uneaſy, as all the other | courts of 


Europe. He even made approaches to 
the court of Vienna, then much dif. 
poſed to join the Turks againſt Ruſſia, 
He was afraid that his friend, the great 
Czarina, might one day preſcribe him 
| the ſame laws; as- ſhe had done to Poland; 
and the Imperial court would, by no 
means, agtee that the Ruſſians ſhould 
be maſters of Moldavia and Wallachia. 
From this puzzling fituation, Frederick, 


nn, diſentangled himſelf, with an 


. acuteneſe, 


— 
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acuteneſs, mildneſs and wiſdom, that diſs, 
play his political abilities, and the whole. 
of his political character, in the ſtrong- | 
eſt light. Frederick remained true to | 
Catharine. He did not forget that once : 


ſhe gave him back his kingdom Pruſ- 
fia, and that it was ſhe who ſaved him 


in the ſeven years wars. But the en⸗ 


e bs a | foing 


1 * This matchleſs cats. 2 es exalted charac- 
er is {0 often miſunderſtood, under the eighth of Fe- 


bruary. and ſecond of June, 2789, wrote me the fol- 
lowing letters; 1 am Jorry,”' ſays ſhe, in the firſt, : 
« that my cotemporaries dread me. It was never my, 


« intention to terrify any one. It has always been 


my wiſh to be beloved and 1 as much as 1 
« deſerve, and no more, 1 always thought they 
& flandered me, becauſe they did not know me., 1 
« haye ſeen many people endowed with much greates 
« faculties than mine, but never did enyy or hate any. 
„ human being, *Twas my deſire, and my, pleaſure 
© would have been to make others happy. However, 
4 as no man can be ſo, but i in bis own way, I often 

| | : 6c wet. 
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wing partition of Poland proves, chat 


at the ſame time he did not forget his 


own 


© met with oppoſition, I could hardly underſtand, 

4 My ambition certainly was never of a wicked kind. 

% Perhaps, ſometimes, I undertook too much for this 
s only reaſon; that I fancied mankind much more 
4 reaſonable, more inclined to jrflice, and more ſu 

| 4 ceptible of happineſs, than they really are, Almoſt 


« every man has a caſt of dulneſs and iniquity, that 


% makes him never happy. Did man better liſten to 
ve the dictates of reaſon and juſtice, they would have 
« no occaſion for us or others upon thrones. I was 
1. always fond of philoſophy, and my mind has ever 
1% been altogether republican. This my innate love 


& and regard for liberty, to be ſure, forms a ſtrange 


N « contraſt with my boundleſs power ; but no one in 


« all Ruſſia, can ever pretend to. ſay that I abuſe it, 
« I care but very little for my own writings, yet have 
« amuſed myſelf with ſeveral eſſays, without ſetting 
* any great value upon them, after the pleaſure I feel 
4 in their compoſition, is paſſed away. The whole 
of my political conduct has ever conſiſted in endea- 
„ yours to execute ſuch plans, as ſeemed to” me the 
4 moſt advantageous to my country, and the leaſt 


$ hurtful to others. 1 ſhould have purſued better 


INE) „ e mes, 


01 
th 
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on enn nnn wants to be 


Oe een with Frederick's 


. HK 463 political 
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7 ſchemes, had. 18 them, Europe had no rea- | 


« ſon to be uneaſy about my enterprizes, She might 


'. 
l 


« have been a gainer by every one of them, Very 
i often I have been paid with ingratitude, but never 


« forgot what was due from me to others. Not unfre- 


46% quently, have I taken no other revenge, but to for- 


« give my enemies and do them good, I always was | 
« a friend of human nds and never ſhall Sant ta i 


« be ſo.” 


miniſter, Duke de Choiſeul, ſhe ſays: i 4 All the 


6 world knows the. conſequences of his policy. His 


10 groundleſs fear of Ruſſia was the veil of his paſſion, 


cc ſpite, envy, and falſehood, His intention was a 


« hurt, me, and he expoſed only his own weakneſs, 

« that of the Turks, whom he enraged and rouſed 
« againſt me. Nothing was on his ups but the polit. 
cal balance of Europe, that met a Phyſical equipoiſe, 


1 * 


In the other letter, ſpeaking of the famous French 


* 


4 awhich, at altt times, has defirged the "equilibrium of 


10 that Power, 1 that talked too muc b of it. With this 


« cant they throw duſt into the eyes of the many, 


i and weil their real intentions, oben theſe ſand 


in the Place of Jfices the only ſolid We e of 
* 145 all 


eg 
„ 
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| political character, has nothing to do 
but to read and ſtudy the hiſtory of the 


negoeiation which brought about that 
partition. And woe to him, who, after 
; having done this, does not ſee, that in 


the art of timing, patience and ſubtlety, 


gentleneſs and . ingenuity and 


- 
* 4$5# 
— 


& 4% government, and the ſacred Bond of all human 
« Connexions. I think, and am fully convinced, that 
| « it fares with the good name of cabinets as with 
44 that of private men. Whoever is always blowing 
4 up diſcord on the right and the left, in his neigh- 
4 hour's houles, gets but little confidence, and thoſe 
« who truſt him are deceived. Falſehood and craft 
« are a bad road to fame, and never did Choiſeul 
© walk; any other. But there are many people who 
know in politicks only theſe two methods, either 
ot to carry oil t9 the fire, or to fiſh in foul water, 
«+ Hence originated, in alt ages,. thoſe bloody ſcenes, 
& which we. call wars; ; and | princes mad ' for conqueſt, 
. or impetuous miniſters, never repent before they 
1 ſee the calamity and ſufferings brought by Flew, 
. 1 { uppn their poor l People. : 


14:7 . ( 4 evra maſter. 
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maſter-kill, ducing an important nego· 0 
ciation, ann was as great as in 


war . 


to has” any "A. of a i eee 
vithout conſulting Frederick, or fearing 


bim. This is going too far. Since 


that war, many a plan has been formed, 


without taking his advice. The oceu- 


pation of Bavaria, and the ſcheme of 
exchanging this country for the Ne- 
therlands, were as much of tbat kind 
as Count Vergennes's plan of redueing 
the Seven United Provinces under the 


crown of ee 155 means of a diſoord 
artfully raiſed. 811 

Frederick was not more conſulted in 
that great ms ſcheme, which is 


. 16 UE. ſaid 


Some one bs dad, that fince the deren 
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faid i to ive been formed in the year 1 180; 
and, according to which, the friends 
of mankind hoped to ſee the Ruſſian 
cblours planted on the walls of Con- 
frantinople, and the mild and wife laws 
of- Catharine the Great, reſ pected. and 
_ cheriſhed through that beautiful part of 
the: | world, where, ſince the fall of the 
' Grecian Empire, deſpotiſm never is 
glutted with human blood; where ſavage 
brutality tramples on every fight of na- 
ture, and frightens away all the ſciences 
and arts. Great and ſublime is this 
ſcheme, though it could neither pleaſe 
Frederick the Great, nor ſuit the tra- 


ding nations, Who certainly muſt dread 


its conſequences. Eight hundred thou- 
ſand Ton are now fighting on this 
02 Fol ſcheme; 


or FREDERICK THE/OREAT.. 17 
ſcheme ; and while a ſavage, inhuman, 
and barbarous nation, that make the 
ſame diſtinction betwixt themſelves and 
Chriſtians, as a nobleman between him- 


ſelf and a clown, are praying to their £7 
prophet Mahomet, for malediction and 
deſtruction of the whole Chriſtian world, 
many a Chriſtian is wiſhing that the 

s ſtandard of Mahomet may be victo- 

e rious. WEE I ES 
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the miniſter of the department! for foreign 
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On his Conduct towards the Foreign Mini- 


fers at bis Court,” and his Ambaſſadors to 
other Courts: On his Antention to W 
. 8 and eee K 


* the private audiences of foreign 
' miniſters, no one was preſent but 


affairs, Frederick would certainly ne- 
ver ſtudy to pleaſe the miniſters of ill- 


deſigning courts; but, on the contrary, 


told them many a plain and open truth. 
Vet be never did perſonally n. 
ten. 


On court · days and public audiences 


"mt Berlin, the King e came for half an 
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hour, out of his apartment, diſcourſed 


with three or four. ambaſſadors, on the 


moſt inſignificant * topics, and would, 
ſometimes, only aſk them, how their 


ſovereigns did ? 


No mortal ever: underſtood WANs than 6 
Frederick, the art of ſaying things pleaſ- 1 
ing, in the moſt obliging manner. The 


Auſttian ambaſſador, Count Rewizky, a 


man of great parts and knowledge, was 
much reſpected by the king. He un- 


der ſtood perfectly the Oriental lan- 


guages, and this was well known. Once 


on a public audience, the kin g aſked the 


Count: From which language is ; 
Lethe word aga derived? 1 do not 
& know it, and no lioguiſt ever gave - 
« me a ſatisfactory anſwer about it's 


« derivation.“ The Count told bim, 


that the word aga came from the Arme- ; : 


nian, 


5 8 
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nian, and implied, in this language, 
the idea of a maſter or ſuperior; that 


| the Saracens and Turks had adopted this 
word from the Armenian, with them it 


had paſſed to Spain, and there been ap- 


| plied to the ſex, whence originated the 
| fweet Spaniſh word apa. The king 
| thanked'the Count for this explanation 
before the whole court, as if it contain- 
ed a- diſcovery of the e impor- 
tance. 955 

Some time Itter, Joſoplo>e the! Second 
treated the Pruffian ambaſſador at Vi- 
enna, with marked unkindneſs and con- 
tempt; for, on public court days, he 


converſed with all the other foreign mi- 


niſters, as uſual, but never with Riedeſel. 
Frederick directly uſed Rewizky in the 
ſame manner. He never ſpoke to him a 


fingle word, though ſometimes he would 
pit, talk 


lik 
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talk a good while with the French, Ruſ- 2 


ſian, Saxon, and other ambaffadors, 
ſtanding near Rewizky. 


After the death of Baron Riedeſel, 8 
Count Podewils was ſent to Vienna, 3 
Podewils was lieutenant in the Gens 
d'Armes. The emperor treated him 
kindly, made Count Rew-izky his am- 
baffidor to the Britiſh court, and ſent 
in his place Major General Prince 5 
Reuſs, to Berlin, whom Frederick uſed 
with the ſame Kindneſs, as Joſeph did 


Lieutenant Podewils. 4s 


In ſome caſes Frederick would be ſo | 


much diſpteaſed, that he did not even 


look at them. This happened to the 


Britiſh ambaſſador, Mr. Elliot. What, 
at times, another ambaſſador might 


likewiſe have indulged himſelf in, Elliot 


did. He cauſed Lord Miltown, an 
 Liſhman, - 
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. Iriſhman, to break open, in a tavern, 
the trunks of two American emiſſaries, | 
and, take away their Papers. Among 
theſe, papers were two letters of the 


| King's 1 5 band. | F rom the moment | 


Frederick was informed of this outrage, 
he never ſpoke a word with Elliot. 
As the court of London, notwithſtand- 
ing this mark of his diſpleaſure, did. 
hot recall Elliot, he.teflified his indig- 
nation in a more ſtriking way, * Elliot,” 
he ſaid, “is captain in the militia; I'll 
&« ſend ſome captain of a free battalion, 

a « as my ambaſſador to London.“ 
Count Luſi was this captain. In Ber- 
lin they called him lord chamberlain of 
| king Ulyſſes; for he was a vative of 
| Itaca, But Lufi was a judicious man. 
He behaved extremely well at the Bri 
tiſh court, and was much liked there. 
When 
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When the league of the German prin- 
ces, againſt the aſpiring plans of Joſeph 
the Second, approached to its maturity, 
and England, on account of the diſtur- 
bances in Holland, wanted Frederick's 
friendſhip, another ambaſſador was ſent 
to Berlin, and Mr, Elliot to Copen- | 
There have been times, however, 
when it might be juſtly ſaid, that Fre- 
derick played the fool with foreign mi- 
niſters, ſcoffed or careſſed them, as he 
took it in his head. He certainly did 
not mean any per bnal offence in doing 
this; but, at their courts, it was ſome- 
times productive of diſagreeable conſe- 
quences, 
The author of a Deench treatiſe on 
F rederick the Great, ſays: © The great- 
32 eſt to do, r no | Ot; is. made in Berlin | 
57 | | 66 by 
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* by the foreign miniſters, who, all the 
«7 day long, are talking of 1 tranſac- 


ce. tions of their refpe@ive courts, with- 


TOME out knowing any thing of what is 
[ON going forwards there,”* This reflec- 
tion is harſh upon the whole, and, in 
ſome reſpects, ſlanderdus. Courts will 
certainly never inform their ambaſſadors 
of the whole ſyſtem of their political 
conduct, but only ſupply them with the 
neceſſary light, refpecting ſuch points 

5 as concern their particular charge. T he 
. crafty Mirabeau himſelf tells us, in the 


ſecret hiſtory of the Pruſſian court, in 


pretty plain terms, that he was in the 


ſame caſe, He had not the leaſt intelli- 
gence of the ſecret connexion of France 


| with Joſeph the Second, and ipeaks, for 


z "Ems 


Frederick le Grand, page 3. 
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* 


f this reaſon, with ſo moch! im ſpotenes of 


this: monatchs..;j +: 5 > 
He heck always with Aiſtinion 


and elteem the perſonal merit of foreign 
miniſters, - | if his fituation, reſpecting 
their. courts, did not force him to be- 
have otherwiſe. But it ought not to be 


ſaid, that with particular kindneſs he 
regarded ambaſſadors of inferior abilities, 


and did not exchange a word with thoſe 
who were diſtinguiſhed for their ſupe- 
rior mental powers ; though certainly 
he would have nothing to do. with am- 
baſſadors, whoſe behaviour made 5 it ob- 
vious to the leaſt diſcernment, that they | 


carried on their | ſpy-trade only by arti- 


fie and cunning. 


No foreign miniſter ever acquired 


Frederick's eſteem and friendſhip to ſuch 


a n as the Britiſh ambaſſador, Sir 


Andrew 


—_—_ 
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Andrew Mitchel. He followed him 
through the Whole of the ſeven years 
| war, and ſtood often at his fide ' in the 
moſt bloody battles. - Near Zorndorf 
* he v was cloſe to the king, when he attack- 
ed the formidable ſquare, formed by 
the Ruffian army under General Fer- 
mer. The Ruſfians fired with ' cbain- 
| tot upon that very f pot where Frede- 
rick was with Mitchel. The king turn- 
ed to him, and fad: «c: My dear 
8 Mitchel, this is not your place.“ . [s 
ee it your's, Sire * anſwered Mitchel. 


« T am ſent to your Majeſty, and my 


Co place i is, wherever you are pleaſed to 
« he.” Amidſt this ſlaughter, near 
Zorndorf, Mitchel never left the king a 
moment, except towards the cloſe of 
5 the battle, when he followed General 


Sbwerin, who, with the regiment of 
e a . 
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| Gens d' Armes, made an attack upon 
ſome Ruſſian infantry, and a great num- 
ber of Coffacks. Theſe troops had ta- 


ken poſt in a village, and attempted to 


maintain it. Shwerin diſperſed them. 
Two thouſand Coſſacks alighted, left 
their horſes, and threw themſelves into a 

large ſtone building near Quarzen, deſ- 
tined for the houſing of ſheep. | Hence 
they fired through every hole, and ab- 


ſolutely refuſed to ſurrender themſelves 
priſoners of war. At laſt the roof, under 
which lay a great deal of hay and ſtraw, 
caught fire, tumbled down, and the gal- 


lant Coſſacks were, every one of them, 
either choaked or burnt to death. I'II 
keep to myſelf the reflection which 
Mitchel made on this fire. Suffice it to 


ſay, that Mitchel never left the king, 
who ſcarce ever loved any man like him, 


and 
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and was never more ſincerely beloved, 
khan by this truly excellent Engliſhcoan, 
The king was ſo very fond of his com- 


pany in the ſeven years war, that often, | 


many weeks together, he dined and ſup- 
ped with no one but Mitchel. „ he day 


before the glorious battle of Liegniz, 


fought at a period ſo dreadfully critical, 
P rederick entreated his friend Mitchel, 
as Cato did his in Utica, to withdraw 
from him. Mitchel burnt all his pa- 


pers; for be thought that all was loſt, 


But he did not leave the hero; who, 


by a complete victory over Laudon, 
reſcued himſelf once more from im- 


pending perdition. : ; 1 
Frederick knew extremely well. bon 
to puniſh the curioſity of foreign mini- 


Hers, which ſometimes would border up- 
. on impudence. : There Was no ſuch 


„ F thing 


— 
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thing as finding out, what was . 
in the b oſomof this great prince. About 
the latter end of his reign, theſe gen- | 
tlemen 1 would, therefore, point all their 
political cunning and profeſſional tricks, ; 
to the ſpying out the ſtate of his health. 
| But even reſpecting this point, they 5 
were often foiled and completely puz- 
zled. Once, when the king was very 
well, he bid all his ſervants ſhrug up 
their ſhoulders, look ſorrowful up to 
Heaven, and anſwer nothing when they 
ſhould be aſked, how the king did? 
Frederick | gave this order in fo ſtrict 
and ſevere a manner, that they did not 
dare to diſobey. - The French ambaſſa- | 
dor, Marquis de Pons, ſent, as uſual, 
his ſecret emiſſaries, to inquire after the 
king's health. The ſervant to whom 
they addreſſed themſelves, anſwered not 
Z 3. a word, 


* 
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2 word, lifted. pitifyl looks to Heaven, 1 
and acted his part in a maſter ly manner. 
The marquis directly wrote to his ſo- 
vereign: That the King of Pruſſia ' 
<< was ſo very ill, that before this diſ- 
46 « patch. reached Verſailles, he would 
4 be no more !” This letter came, into 
Lewis's hands in the latter end of the 
year 1782 ; and the day be received the | 
new year's compliments before the 
whole court, he ſaid i in the nobleſt man- 
e can give you an informatiou 
44 for which Iam very ſorry : the great- 
« eſt man in Europe is dead! I have got 
«© ſome ſecret intelligence that this hour 
„ the King of Pruſſia is no more! 
Some courtiers replied that the Pruſſian 
ambaſſador. Count Galz, knew nothing 
of bi ee deveaſe. But Le 


4 
— 
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maintained his point, aſſerting, that. de 


wen ſurs of it. TIF ( 


: 


At the very ſame time chat this paſſed 5 
at Verſailles, Frederick arrived at Ber- 


lin, ſhewed himſelf every where, was 


whole hours together preſent at military | 
exerciſes, and made himſelf ſo very 

young, that (which was uncommon in 
his laſt years) he even invited: ladies L 


to ſupper. The poor Marquis de Pons 


| ood petrified by all theſe | manceuvres, 
which at laſt he was obliged to relate to 
his court, nee _ he was . 
_ reived. VVV 
The partition of Poland was tine; 2 
profound ſecret during the negociations, 


which brought it about, though the 


French court perceived that ſomething 
reſpecting Poland was going forwards. 
'E he Duke de Choiſcul gave the French 
J 
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miniſte1 at t Berlin t. to underſtand, Sus! be 
wiſhed to ſce, coſt whatit might, ſome of 
Frederick's inſtructions for his miniſter 


at Warſaw, concerning this buſineſs.— 
The French miniſter left no ſtone un- 
turned. He choſe ſome Berlin knave 
to ſpy it out, and this rogue applied 
to one of the king's privy ſecretaries, 
offering him a thouſand louis d'ors, for 
a copy of ſuch an inſtruction. But this 
ſecretary was an honeſt man, and diſ- 
covered the whole knavery to the king. 


Frederick gave him leave to draw a diſ- 


patch totally falſe, and to deliver it to 
the fellow, and take the thouſand louis 
d'ors. This was done, the money paid, 
and the great diſcovery went, with a ſpe- 
cial meſſenger, to Verſailles. 
Choiſeul had too much penetfation : 
not t to look e the trick. He aſ- 


ſured 


\ - 
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ſured the axnbattidr Ateckly, that he 
had been deceived; but the French court 
continued to know ſo little of the prin- 
<ipal articles of the treaty. of partition, 
that before it was concluded, Choiſeul's 

5 ſucceſſor in office, the Duke d'Aiguil- 
lon, was forced to take a very bold ſtep 
with the king himſelf. 

Frederick, who never dg 1 re- 
ſent the curiofity, of foreign miniſters, 
when carried too far, found it, however, 
beneath his dignity to let his poſt-maſ- 
ters open the ampaſſador 8 letters. > 
knew very well that letters coming and 
going with the poſt, do not contain ſe- 
 crets of conſequence, and ſcorned to au- 
 thorize poſt-maſters, without honour and 
principle, from mere curioſity, to com- 
mit ſuch ſhameful violence. But he 
8 kept ſecret obſervers of the foreign mi- 


1 niſters 


\ 
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niſters. A Mr. Eilean held this 
place nee OW" «nd hada _ 
f Toms” £ : 

It is well known that Frederick ſome- 
PR Piet badly, choſe his mini- 


ſters at foreign courts, This puzzled 


many people, for it is generally ſup- 


poſed, that every ſovereign and govern · 
ment ſelect for ſuch places the moſt ju - 
dieious, acute, and clever men in the 


whole country, geniuſſes of the firſt 


rank, and eſpecially of a ſuperfine . | 
Thoſe who did not know Frederick's 


| principles, reſpecting this point, would 


+ ſuppoſe that he made a bad choice from 


motives of an ill-underſtood parſimony, 
or the erroneous opinion, that it were of 
no conſequence to bim, to have ambaſ- 
ſudors ſkilful and verſed in the art of 
e the pl of the human paſ- 
ſions, 
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fions, or even to keep among their fol- 
lowers ſome little diplomatic mice, 


e in W an and fit for ay 
thing. | 


A i. be did not conceal, 5 
led him to chooſe his ambaſſadors badly, 
and:to pay them worſe. This prejudice 


conſiſted inthe opinion, that the abilities 
of an ambaſſador were of no mom ent. 


« He is a letter carrier, he would ſay, 


©. whoſe buſineſs, is to deliver his in- 
, ſtructions and get the anſwer,” Fre- 
derick thought that the ſucceſs of a ne- 


city of ſuch letter carriers, but often on 
a concourſe of fortuitous events. 


All his inſtructions were preciſe, * 4 
be defired bis ambaſſadors ſtrietiy to 


follow them, and, with exactneſs, to re- 
part the ee they received. If they 


X44 behaved 
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\ Fehaved in their places, as prudent. and 
F judicious men, they might hope for pre- 

ferment on their return. He ſcarcely 
ever made his ambaſſadors ſuffer for the 


ill ſucceſs of their commiſſion; and 
when Baron Klinggraef, before the ſeven 
years war, returned from Vienna, with 
the deciſive anſwer of Mary T hereſa, 
be did not fall out with him for the ill 
e which he brought. W 5 

Frederick would often negociate him 


ſelf with the foreign miniſters at his 
court, and ſometimes for im portant pu r- 


poſes, ſend to a foreign court, where he 


kept up an epiſtolary correſpondence, 


quite unknown to his miniſter there.— 


If he thought his ſecretary of embaſſy 


very clever, he cotreſponded with him, 


not with the ambaſſador. Thus was 


OP % T5 ORRAT: Tf) 


the preſent Pruſſian miniſter at Madrid, 
| Mr. Sandoz, when ſecretary to the Pruſe 
ſian embaſſy at Paris, for many years 
the king's correſpondent, and the Pruſ- 
ſian ambaſſador ſaw and knew "OY 
; of their lettets. 


s = Frederick never put too wn A0 

3 3 in the reports of his ambaſſadors, 

and their miſtakes could never miſlead 
him. He was not the man to be 

- | amuſed by infignificant intelligence and 

- - falſe obſervations, idle conjectures, and 

, nonſenſical bulletins. His aeuteneſs, hows 


ever, has been ſo little acknowledged, 5 


rat they went even ſo far as to aſſert, ' 
J he had been moſt miſerably deceive | 
5 ed by the emiſſaries, whom he ſent l 


; to Conſtantinople, ſor the purpoſe of | 
1 bling the ſecrets of the Divan. . 
5 175 1 8 Before 
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Before the ſeven years war, the king 
bad a minifter at Conſtantinople, whoſe | 
name was Rexin, and, immediately on 


the Veginning of that war, he ſent  thi- 
ther, with ſeeret commiſſions, the mar- 
quis de Varennes, lieutenant colonel in 


bis ſervice, The marquis, however, 
did not ſtay chere long; for, after the 
battle of Collin, on his return home, 
he joined a great number of fck and 
_ wounded Pruffian” officers, going to 
Dreſden, who were [ſurrounded by an 
Auſtrian party, and he was killed with 
| General Manftein, who came wounded 
from Collin. ah ado 

Nexin's negociations at Ghia 
5 were unſucceſsful, but not from 
amy negle&t of his duty. At firſt, for a 
long time, he could not obtain an au- 


dience' from the Sultan, and afterwards 


he 
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he was oppoſed by the, \Britiſh- ambaſ- | 
ſador, Mt. Porter, Which would be in- 
credible, if the - king did not affirm it 


himfelf®, Befdes, the ſultan, was a man 


devoid-of all energy; and the great fums 
ſent from Berlin to Con ſtantinople, were 

without any effect, becauſe the courts 
of Vienna and Verſailles ſpent the mw 


ſums to keep the Turks inactiye. 1 4 


| laſt, howey er, Rexin ſigned A treaty 5 X 
friendſhip with the Grand Vizier, and 


ſhortly, more than an hundred thous 


ſand Turks aſſembled: near. Belgrade. 
The ſultan ſeemed -inclined to employ 
this army againſt Auſtria, when Peter 
the Third gave him to underſtand, that 
| be:ſhpuld no ways obſtruct this deſign. 
"Io e Turks were 
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again averſe to the defenſiye alliance, 


Frederick had offered them long ago. 
Theſe are facts the king: relates himſelf, 
which prove, that he was deceived. by 
the Turks, but not by Rexin: and, had 
he even known, before the commence- 
ment of the ſeven years war, that he 


could hope no affiſtance from the Turks, 
he muſt have taken the field with the 
| ſame raſhneſs and reſolution, or had no- 


thing leſs to expect, Ras: the downfal 
of his throne. i ent inden 


o 


Near the end of this v war, * choſe an 


excellent ambaſſador for Conſtantinople, | 


in the petſon of Colonel Zegelin. He 


acquired great confidence and authority 
with the divan, and this council was 
much influenced: by him. According 


to the commands of-his ſovereign, he 


was of the moſt eſſential ſervice to of 
d 0 | $0453 & BILE #5, 710 4 * VI 3 ” Ruſſian | 
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Ruſſian court, eſpecially at that time 
when it was very neceſſary, cloſely to 


obſerve the Auſtrian ambaſſador, Baron 


Thugut. Through Zegelin, Frederick 


diſſuaded the Turks from their baneful 
war with the Ruſſians, by which he 
gained great credit with the Turks. 
Zegelin, of courſe, had a conſiderable 
mare in all the negociations, reſpecting | 
the peace with Ruſſia. On his return 
from Conſtantinople, the king gave him 
every proof, of his ſatisfaction, and as 
he did not chooſe to re-enter into ſer - 5 
vice, and had got very conſiderable, 


he retired | in Berlin. 


Equally arduous, 0 not leſs i impor- 


tant, were Colonel Golz's negociations in 


the Crimea. - Frederick ſent this worthy 
officer to Kherim Gueray, the Tartar 
* to rouſe him againſt Ruſſia and 


Fr e e eee e Auſtria, 
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Auſtria. Colonel Golz conducted this 
negociation with ſo much dexterity: and 


prudence, that the Khan offered the 


king forty thouſand men. Frederick 
highly applauded his ambaſſador's con- 


duct; but not Count Mirabeau, who en- 


| deavours to depreciate it, and gives all 
the merit of this negociation | to Mr. 


Biſkamp, interpreter to the .embaſſy®, 


But where could Mirabeau get indubitable 


information on this point, he, who ſo 


eagerly caught at every word that fell 
from evey mouth, and with whom any 

idle talk had an moch Ow 5 de- 

monſtration. „ 507 


Did Mr. Golz publiſh FIR hiſtory: of 
his embaſſy and negoeciations in the 


Crimea, Frederick's penetration wpuld 


f :3:Þe 
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be placed in as full a light, as the groſs 
4 ignorance with which Mr. Mirabeau and 
8 his Berlin informers, talk of this Tarta- 
8 rian embaſſy, Frederick, no doubt, 
knew as well how to conduct himſelf 
= Conſtantinople and Bactſhiſaria, as in 
a any other place, no other ſoveteign being 
better informed of foreign affairs than 
he. The traces of ignorance in ſuch 
8 matters, which ſeem to be viſible in his 
ſo poſthumous works, therefore are very 
a puzzling, and confound you the more, 
* when they appear, even with reſpect to 
e. fach tranſactions, that nearly coucerned 
I himſelf. Nothing, to be ſure, intereſted 
of him more than what paſſed at the court 
a of Vienna, concerning Pruſſia; and, 
ily however in his relation of Seckendort's 
i arreſt and enlargement, he miſtakes a 
milder treatment of this perſecuted pri- 


ſoner, 


win Rewer wo n 
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od 


ſoner, during his reign of Francis the 
Firſt, for his releaſe, which did not take 


place, but after this emperor's death, 


A French writer has charged Frede - 
rick with an ignorance of foreign affairs, 


much groſſer and firanger in his opi- 
nion. Frederick,” ſays he, © had a 


et very wrong idea of France. He 


cc thought all Frenchmen were a large 
* ſociety. of gay, young people, con- 


« ſtantly running and trifling at the 


0 ring of pleaſure; he was really of 


cc opinion „that the finances of France, 


* 


her laws, her wars, were nothing but 


ee in the hands of deſigning, crafty 
4c 


3 


and deceitful fellows, to make their 


« fortunes“ .“ 


11 


8 Frederick le Grand. Page 63. 


It 
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Ik this really was Frederick's opinion 
of France, he knew the Frenchmen of 
his time extremely well, But, perhaps, 


it was only that author's intention, with 


reflection on Frederick, to mark a hint 


to the French miniſtry, in what hands 
were the finances of France, her laws, 
and the condu of her wars, The ſen- 
timents which this writer aſcribes to 
Frederick, repreſent a ſtriking likeneſs 
of the French court, during the reign 
of Lewis XV, after the death of cardinal 


Fleury, and under Lewis XVI, till very 


near the preſent time. Nothing then 


had any kind of ſtability and firmneſs. 


War and peace iſſued from Madame de 
Pompadour; and the great Mary The- 


reſa had ſcarcely called her, in a letter, 
Ma 9 8 0 When the French ambaſſador 
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fixed the time when Madame de Pom. 
padour would ſend. Marſhal - d'Ecrees 


over the Weſer, to ſwallow Hanover. 


Thougb native of Lorrain, the Duke 
de Choiſeul did not merely follow ſome 
5 natural bent, in propoſing an alliance 

between France and Auſtria. He: like- 
wiſe propped his own. adminiſtration, 
and inſeparably connected himſelf with 
Madame de Pompadour, who not only 
was entirely won over to the intereſt of 
8 Auſtria, but alſo very fond of conſtantly 

marching armies, for. the ſole purpoſe 
of giving one command or another to 


ſome of her creatures, The moſt. re 


ſpectable officers in the French army 
would aloud and openly ſay: „ That 
i harlot would march our army againſt 
1. our good God himſelf, for the ſole 


« ure 
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« pleaſure of nominating generals*.” 


And Count Neſſclrod, now Ruſſian am- 
paſſador at Berlin, heard himſelf the 


Duke de Choiſeul ſay, to Maa me de 
Pompadour, « you muſt confeſs, ma- 


« dam, that we are leading France 
10 pretty Sally.“ With ſuch g 


France was ruled in thoſe days! 


What afterwards paſſed in Cain, 
and Parts, proves, with the moſt ſtriking | 
evidence, every trait of French levity, 


ſo deſervedly cenſured by Frederick. 


Choiſeul was a man of great vnderſtand- e 
ing and uncommon activity in the war 
department; but, at the ſame time, vio- 


lent, 


Cette catin feroit marcher notre armee contre 


le bon Dieu, pour avoir le . de nommer des 5 


N . 


* Convenez, Madame ! que nous menons la 


France bien gayment. 
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lent, imprudent, vain and airy. Ruſſia's 
| greatneſs, under Catharine's ſceptre, 
ſeemed to him too vaſt, He calculated 


the means of humbling this formidable 


empire; ſet, according to this calcula 
: tion, the Turks on Ruſſia ; and was con- 
vinced, by ſix years uninterrupted vic- 
tories of the Ruſſian army and navy, 
how | egregiouſly he had miſcounted. 
After the inglorious, at leaſt for France, 


very humiliating peace of 1763, a privy 
council was held at Verſailles, concern- 


ing the demoliſhing of the fortifications 
of Chandemago, with which France was 
forced to comply. »Twas in the fore. 
noon. After ſome hours deliberation, 
they bit into the ſour apple. The oldeſt 


member of the council could not re- 


frain from crying out: Gone now, 


66 for ever gone, 1 1s the reſpectability of 


45 France, 


4 
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ce France, in Europe, and never more 
«can ſhe remount, to that firſt rank 
« among the European powers, which 
« ſhe has maintained ſo long.“ « Well, 
« Sir,” anſwered Choiſeul, * let us de- 
« ſcend to the ſecond ; but pray dont 


« forget that we muſt go to dinner, for 
it juſt ſtrikes three“. As the mo- 
dern hiſtory of France abounds with 
ſuch traits, Frederick, T think, might 
hold the French nation and government 
or what they really Were, without de- 
ſerving any — 


Lad 
* 


But, 


il #* Voila donc cette grande conſideration de la 
France perdue en Europe, et jamais elle ne remon- 
era parmi les puiſſances, à la Premiere place, qu elle 


aintint i 3 a} 

+ He bien! Monſieur, nous deſcendrons A. la . 
econde: mais ſongez, qu'il faut aller diner; car $ 
ſoila trois heures qui ſonne. 
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1 But, had Frederick lived in the me. 


| morable year 1789, or, did he yonder, 


in the land of immortality, learn, what, 


during that famous ſummer, paſſed in 


this under world of our's, would he, who 


fo juſtly has always admired the mental 
powers of the French, not be ſtruck 
with admiration, on ſeeing the courage 


of that nation, who ſo long, with pleaſ- 
ing levity and a cheerful mind, bore the 
on yoke of deſpotiſm, now, over its 
bloody ſplinters, ſwing the banner of 


freedom ? Frederick might, perhaps, 


feel that a numerous, mighty and ſpi- 
rited nation, is more to be feared than 


an hired army, and recollect that Mon- 
| teſquieu, Rouſſeau and Voltaire, (tuo 
of whom, at leaſt, he highly admired) 


conveyed to the boſoms of Frenchmen, 
that inextinguiſhable flame which ſhakes 


the 


| 
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de rohe of the Wia 
quieu, Rouſſeau and Voltaite, did cer- 
tainly not teach the mild and polite 
people of Paris, the uſe of the lamp- 


iron; they did not tell them, under the 
fair name of liberty, to fill France with 


rapine, murther and fire. But did not 
the ſpirit proceed from them, that diſ- 


cloſed/to the man and citizen the rights 
of the citizen and the man! That ſpirit 
which, in a glorious moment, inſpired 
ſome of the French nobility and clergy, 4 
with the ſublime thought of | giving up 


Yor des and fenden wet 


the ſpirit that, ſooner or later, at every 
ſunriſe of reaſon, with death and annihi- 
lation threatens: all monarchial or re- 


publican deſpotiſm. 1 Tear 15 


However, Frederick might, gebn 
wh 5 FR July, 1759, the French were 
oF viſited | 


Montef 3 
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6 viſited with a fit of canine bei 


«T hey generally call it energy or patri- 
e otiſm. But, *tis nothing but the un. 


#6; bridled licentiouſneſs of famiſhed 
. £6 ſlaves, one of whoſe arms they had 
„ unſhackled, without conſidering, that 


they certainly would make uſe of this 


e arm, to burſt aſunder all their other 
e bonds. The French can never be 


8 Engliſhmen or Americans: : they will 


175 always remain Frenchmen. More 


khan a generation muſt paſs away, 


« and much blood be ſpilt before this 
“ nation can ripen to any wiſe enjoy- 


e ment of liberty. | France, at preſent, 


ce is like an expiring planet, and much 
«© nearer her diſſolution than true manly 


cc freedom. The greateſt difficulties 


6c will but then ariſe, when taxes are 


0 be levied on an armed people, re- 


** VV 
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60 ust for the ſole purpoſe of making 1 
« off every kind of burden, The French 
« are in the way, not to an Engliſh 
© or American conſtitution, but to a 
© Poliſh government®, with this, ſmall 
„ 500 difference however, that in Poland 
« the . nobility and clergy. are every 
« thing, and the people nothing; and 5 
« j in France the people will become 
every thing, and the nobility and 
ce clergy nothing. In politicks you'can 
« ſcarce be ſure. of any. thing. May 
ec, be, therefore, the French do not 
40 deſtroy themſeves; but every foreign 
t army will find in this diſtreſſed 
« country an oppreſſed party on their 
© fide! mot o lian: F 


e nne 101 

* Not without fear of making a very phe re · 
mark, I beg leave to remind tlie reader, that this was 
written before * late e revolution in Poland. 
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REDERICK diſcovered the politi- 
cual ſecrets of foreign eourts, by a 


Aar dee d ee eri 


C 


always chooſe the moſt convenient way, 
and furmount every obſtacle. Such diſ- 


coveries often coſt him amazing ſums: 


— U 


ſometimes, however, he was indebted 
for them entirely to ſome lucky inci- 
With much ſtupidity, and without 


525 ws aa Into Fredericks 1 


— 


* 


2 * . rr 


by 


- 


—— — 


Vegan 


pru- 


, 


; 


"- 
* 


er FREDERICK. THE, GREAVT-, 296 


 prudenge, one of his ancedotiſts tells = 
us: That he never rewarded any fo- 


«reign miniſter or officer for the diſ- 5 


. covery of important ſeerets.a And 5 


Mr. Denina ſays: 4. It is reported, that 
«. Frederick once promiſed a preſent of 


e an hundred thouſand dollars to the 
«. Ruſſian Chancellor Beſtuchef; but af- 
e terwards, from economical motives, 
. «did. not make it i++ and in another 


place: © The. king complains in his 
6 works, that the miniſter whom he 
6 ordered to pay the hundred thou- 


„ ſand! dollars, did not pay them.“, 
But men of great | reſpeRability and 
wied RAVE ed mer chat this Wr. 


: LE, Anecdotes and a bender rte. vol. Ts, p. 24, | 


f — 


7 Effai ſur la-vie et le regne de Frederick II, P- 126, 
T FA ſur la BY et le regne de Frederick 1 II. . p. 1 
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Ann and Elizabeth. Not! far fro 

| lin is a royal domain, the revenue of : 
Which, amounting to many 'thoufand 
dollars per annum; was conſtantly beſtow- 

eld on the leading miniſter or favourite 

| "at the court of Peterſburg and, as they 
changed, went from one hand to the 
other. Prince Menzikof enjoyed it firſt ; 
after him Biron ; then Count Munnic ; 
and, at laſt, it is ſuppoſed, Beſtuchef ,— 


196 | SELECT views or THE 1 tre, ke. | 


. if ex erptonmes to Beſtuekef, Was cer 
tainly paid, becauſe the'king' was hm 

more liberal, than for ſuch momentous 

Tau purpoſes,” and, /eſpeci ially'at the Ruſſian 
court, duriog che reign of the empreſſes 


{ . 


Nt Ber- 


But Beſtuchef, it ſeems, ſold himſelf to 


the beſt bidder, ſince Frederick, one 


Sogn ons ee calls him, every 


where, 


* Oeuyres poſthumes, Vol. III. pag. 1 
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gies, his 1 inveterate and declared enemy. | 
Frederick, who otherwiſe managed the 


public revenue. with- the. goeatel}, fru- 


gality, would, With reſpect to ſuch ex- 


pences, be rather, profuſe, becauſe they 
ſerved the public utility. Very great 
ſums, which I am not allowed to men- 


tio, have been ſpent on gentlemen in 
foreign ſervice, who any ways favoured 


bis views, and diſcovered to p inte- 
reſting political arcana. | 


7 1 = 
n 
. * | 
4 wa 


ks a foreign ſtateſman, now deceaſed, 0 
whom L kae very well, and whom the 
king's poſthumqus works have often, in 
the livelieſt colouts, preſented to my 


view; who, in Potſdam, ſpoke to Fre- 


derick like a Roman dictator, and whoſe 


hot and violent behaviour there, he com- 


de to the conduct of Vento Topilius, | 
ny L3 at 


eat preſents were received from OY 
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at the court of King” Anticchus.” 1 do g 
not preciſely know the ſums which he t 
received. But this is inconteſtably true, If 
that the king, to vindicate his right 
againſt a certain town of conſequence, i » 
gave him twenty thoufand dollars, but t 
without any benefit to his cauſe; for tt 
this town gave him more, and won him d 

to their intereſt, This foreign ſtatef. tt 
man, I am told, never did him any real 0 
ſervice, and this haſtened his diſgrace. ee 
Ageneral of great penetration, whom I re 

| likewiſe know very well, for that, and ti 

1 other reaſons, was fent by Frederick to g. 
tee court which that ſtateſman fetved, ce 
publiſhed there his eetel tricks and di 
eauſed his dowtifat; © 1 99 h. 
Mr. Denina relates, How Frederick, 5 
through Menzel, keeper of the rolls in 
— W the i im W 
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gers that cotajelies him to commence 
the ſeven years wars. But another very 
fortuitous circumſtance, ſeemingly un- 
known to Mr. Denina, diſcloſed like- 


wiſe to Frederick, the hoſtile deſigns of 
the two Imperial courts. The brother of 
the ſecretary to the Auftrian ambaſſador, 
Mr. Weingarten, was ſecond ſecretary to 
that embaſſy. He married a Berlin lady, 
of whom he was extremely fond, and 


could not withſtand the temptation of 


revealing to her the imminent deſtruc» „ 
tion of the Pruſſian monarchy. This 


good lady was altogether unable to con · 


ceal in her boſom this important and 
diſtreſſing news. She prevailed on her 
ua to inform Frederick of wo 'He 


4 


* Eſſai fur la vie et FR rams de Frederick IL 


page 132 & 133. 
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did fo, and was afterwards Wade pro- 


te cted and rewarded. ws 


K know iuſtances en the king . 


received original papets of the greateſt 


importance, out of the cabinet of Ver- 


ſailles. But the eircuniſtances of ſuch 


tranſactions cannot be detailed, becauſe 
it would be indiſereet to name the per- 


ſons who rendered him ſuch ſervices. 
Sometimes the king would conceal ſuch 
names, and the matter itſelf, from every 


one, except ſome of his ſecretaries. 


Very remarkable, and almoſt comical, 


| are the contrivances Frederick made uſe 


of, eſpecially towards the end of the 


reign of Mary Thereſa, to learn the ſe - 


preſs felt as ſtrongly, as any other hu- 


man being, the want of communicating 


herſelf to ſome friend, with this differ- 


— - ds Ws a 
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ence; however, that, for others, one ſuch, 


loving heart af, Mary Thereſa-wanted 


more. Among her confidents were ſome 


adies, as good: natured and communica- 


tive as ſhe,, Their chambermaids avail - | 
| ed themſelves of this diſpoſition, and 
Frederick learned, by every. mail, all 
: the-ſecrets of theſe chambermaids and 
: baer of Vieon n.. 
bk: oF bis happened thus, Frederick. bid 
. his 0 
ſervice -fome*; ſprightly, ſhrewd, beau 
ful, ſmart, young fellows, endowed 
with talents, and eſpecially with great 
nagnetia powers. They were ſent to Vvi· 
| £0085 and arrivediand lived-there under 
a thauſand different colours, The chief | 
: point of their inſtruction was, to. get ac- 
Auainted with the, chambermaids of 
ms. Ls certain 


fidential miniſters. engage in his 
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certain ladies, to fall in love with them, 


pay them their addrefles, and i 


their utmoſt endeavours to kindle an 
amorous flame in the maiden” boſoms 
of the 


as they were ordered to magnetize, 


was repaid them befides, It was their 


duty, as foon as the chambermaids had 
taken the bait and the intrigue was ſet 


a - going, to give ſome Pruſſian mini- 
| ſter, weekly reports of their diſcoveries. 
In the laſt years their letters went from 

Vienna to Munich, and from thence to 
Berlin. For, at thar time, this was the 
only road on which the letters were not 


opened. It is incredible what diſoove- 


Ties were made wy" * e magns · 


4 , 4 | oy : lier. 
\ 
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e Stiſſets. Such a ſmart young 
emiffary got an annual ſalary of five 
hundred dollars, and, whatever they 
were obliged to ſpend on ſuch-joubrettes, 
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tizers, Sometimes they were in love with 
ſach griſſets two years together, and 
wrote letters, which contained much 
greater, and more important diſcoveries, | 
than all the reports of the ambaſſadors. - 
Other courts choſe for the fame pur- 
poſe, young, clever and handſome fecre- 
taries, or gentlemen of the embaſſy; 
and ſometimes the ambaſſadors magnetized 
themſelves, not the waiting maids, but 
their ladies. But all this would not dos 
For not only every ambaſſador, . but alſo 
every ſecretary, gentleman, or chaplain: 
of an embaſly, is a faſpicious character, 
and by his. very office marked on his. 
front. Frederick's emiffaries, on the 
contrary, could magnetixe a long while, 
before their trade was diſcovered. For 
they were prohibited from every kind 
of connexion. and mtercourſe with the 
Wt 6 Pruſſian. 
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Pruffian embaſſy at Vienna. If, however, 
they raiſed the leaſt ſuſpicion, which 
now and then did bappen, they were 


inſtantly recalled, and ſome: other more 


5 dextetovs: adonis ſent in their place. 

Such, and a thouſand other diploma- 
tic tricks are played at every court, 
and by every court of Europe. Many 

a monarch would abhor what his am- 
baſſador does, either himſelf, or th rough 


the third, fourth and tenth band, if he 
i knew it. Politicks allow of any thing, 
not in theory and books, but i in practice. 


What F rederick did was e both 
in peace and war. 


When General 1 after a 5 


: rious defence, was taken, with the ſmall 


remainder of his corps, near Landſhut, 1 


the king, not knowing the misfortune of 


that hero, was marching through Luſace, 


— — * 8 — mute HH. — HR 


ral Halſen, © to report this Properly to 
c « the 


be, „ | 
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to relieve bim. While. Ginger Hulſen | | 
| made all ſpeed. towards Fredericks,who Ss 
had taken- poſt near Radeberg, at, day- N 
break, an Auſtrian officer, with a trum- „ 
peter, appears at the moſt advanced | 
Pruſſian out-poſt, and wants to ſee the 1 
commanding officer about ſome impor-. j 
tant buſineſs, which, he ſaid, concerned „ ö 
the king himſelf. General Hulſen | 
comes. The Auſtrian officer gi ves him | 
the moſt detailed account of Fouquet's il 
action and misfortune; tells him; that 1 
this news had been brought the night 7 | 
before by a ſpecial meſſenger, ee 1 
Laudon to Daun, through Bohemia, and { 
that it could not reach the king ſo ſoon | | 
by the way, through Sileſia and Luſace, : i 
on the other ſide of the mountains, — | | 
« That I may be able,” replied Gene- | 
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. the king, 1 W beg the favour of | 


1 your name.“ Vou may tell your ſo- 
e vereign,” anſwered the officer, that 1 
« an; Auſtrian general, bis friend, bas 63 
te brought this news, and rode off.— 0 
There are at leaſt an hundred perſons I 

| ail living, who know this extraordina- 


ry anecdote, | atteſted by the famous 1 
Pruffian General Warnery®, though be 
does not mention the circumſtances juſt | 
| related: In the year 1757 „died, a much 
reſpected 5 general, then with- IN © 
out command. It raiſed great aſto- 5 
8 niſbment, that an immenſe ſum of Fre- n 
derick d'ors, of the very laſt coining, 
were Forge in 1 his bureau. 
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"CHAP. XII. 
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On „e Bes Ae n Sends Years 


8 
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Mar, and its Conſequences : On. the Partition 


Bos pee the Germanic League 


90 I. was an egregious ne; blun- 
1 der,” ' ſays M. Denina, © that 


720 Frederick the Great, in the ſeven years 
var, preferred an alliance with Eng- 


land to that with France.” In for- 
mer times, only Frenchmen would think 
and ſay ſo. Frederick, however, from 


his earlieſt youth, was too well acquaint- 
ed with the political fituation of Europe, 


to fuerve from the wiſeſt principles, at 
the eve of that war. Had the Duke de 


Nivernois offered him fix iſlands of more 


: impor- | 
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5 importance than the poor, miſerable 
iſland of Tobago, he would not have f 
i accepted chem. He; knew too well t 
which were the powers that aſpired toil | 
ſuptemacy, and» ſcornedb to bs emplayed e 
by France as a tool to eruſh England. | 
Pruſſia would be but a very jiußgni- i « 
ficant ſtate, if the preponderating pow- 
ers of Europe were ſuffered to tür the M * 
ſcale. One fingle event proves, ro a MW * 
e demonftr ration, how muck Frederick, by 
EE, conneRing himſelf with England; took 4 
the better fide. Oat of this alliance, it is 4 
true, afterwards aroſe one evil; Whiehk he 
did not and could not foreſee; namely, 
that Lord Bute became a man of ſo 

much conſequence and weight, and, to- 

wards the end of the ſeven years war, one 

of Frederick' 5 molt dangerous enemies. 


. : o * 
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The event alluded to before, and not 
ſufficiently explained, in the hiſtory of 


thoſe times, - tranſpired in the well- 


known violent quarrel between Marſhal 


d'Etrees and Lieutenant General Maille- 


bois. The general charged the marſhal, 


«© that he had not paſſed the Weſer in 


t due time, and not broke into the clec- 
* torate of Hanover, with neceſſary dif- 


te patch.” D'Etrees replied, in a print» 
ed memoir, * that this charge proved 
e the great want of judgment, or groſs 
| 1 ignorance of the. general: he, the 
„ marſhal, had, two years befote, as 
French ambaſſador to the court of 
«Vienna, ſigned the ſecret treaty, : by 
„ which France h ad promiſed to invade 
the electorate of Hanover, on a cer- 
8 tain determined day.“ 


A pro 


- 
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A W peace ſubſiſted then be- 


tween Hanover and Vienna. Dreadful, 


therefore, was this proof of the waver- 


ing inſtability of all connexions with 
| the Imperial court. - Baron Gemmingen, 
then Hanoverian miniſter at the Ger- 


manic diet, in the bittereſt terms re- 
proached the Imperial miniſters with 
this treacherous conduct. What muſt 


es become of all truſt and confidenee,” 


faid he, „when we ſee that Auſtria, by 


40 George II. reſcued from ruin and 
24 deſtruction, i in the mĩdſt of peace; and 


| © before ſhe has, in any reſpect, broke 
«© with her deliverer, makes it a condi- : 
e tion of a ſecret treaty with France, 


t that the troops of this power, on a 


3 certain fixed day, ſhall invade. his 
* German dominions?” 8 837 5 


F 1 2 - ay 8 
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woes 


| 
Ir ; Divikay 57 this ſingle proof, wo. | 
J be convinced, that Frederick's foreſight | 
F-3 muſt have been very ſhallow, if, ä after | | | 
t theſe fentiments of his enemies were 
ö known, he had choſen to be their friend, | | 
| and joined France againſt Great Britain RY 
| a Hanover. | For the moment, he * 
would have leſſened the danger of his 
fituation 5 and been oppreſſed by his ene- 8 
mies, at ſome other time, with more | | 
infallibility of ſucceſs, „„ 1 
England, it is true, afterwards did not | 
favour Frederick; but. this was of no | 
great conſequence to him. Towards e 
the cloſe of the ſeven years war, Bute = 
was by no means his friend, from mo- 
tives very ſtrange indeed, which IThave £ 
related in the fifth chapter of this Work. 
But, Lord Stormont was as little his 
friend, for reaſons not recorded i in the 93 
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ine of wave; ries . am going 
| | to ehe . a 1 28117 + 9% 1 fri; #4 
whole of his adminiſtration, z::to: increaſe 
the variance between Great Britain and 

Pruſſia. Ile was of o pinion, that, not- 


withſtanding the family treaty, conclus 


ded by the Bourbon courts, England 
ſhould renew her old connexion with 


Auſtria; and this opinion was no Jeſb 2 


political blunder, than the war with 
Holland, which originated with bim. 


Frederick would often relate, ſmiliog- 


ly, how, in Saxony, he became ac- 
quainted with his great enemy, Lord 
Stormont. At the beginning af the 
ſeven years war, Stormont, Was Br itiſh 
ambaſſador to the eourt of Dreſden.— 
F tederick had quſt, near Pirna, kalen 


1 EY i 
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the Saxon army; and Lord Stormont had 


martied a Saxon lady. At firſt, by way 


of letter Stormont intreated the king to 


let the whole Saxon army ęſcape; and, 
as Frederick did not chooſe to comply 


with this demand, the Lord went him-. 
ſelf to him in his camp, and tried, in an 


elegant Speech, to perſuade. the king, th at 
it was highly his intereſt, to compound 


with Auſtria and Saxony, as ſoon as poſ- : 


fible. 


ambaſiador was directly | adverſe to the 


intereſt of England. Sir Andrew Mit- 


chel was preſent. The king, without 
giving any anſwer to the orator, con- 
tented himſelf with looking at Mitchel, 
who was not ſo forbearing as Frederick. 


He took Stormont to the window, rebuked 


bim foverelye threatened, and then re- 
turned 


This e W nf p54 Englih 
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T2 turned to the Kor to whom he whiſper: 
ed ſomething, the purport of which | 
know, but keep to myſelf. All this, 

aud what Mitchel whiſpered to the king, 


1 learnt from Baron ag who: had it 


from Frederick himſelf. if: 
But, notwithſtanding this n con- 
duet of the noble lord, he was after- 


wards made miniſter of Great Britain. 


Had he had power and influence enough 
to maintain bimſelf in this place, Britain 
would never have been united with 
: Pruff ia, becauſe Frederick coul. 
5 oblige Lady Stormont, : with letting 
the whole Saxon army eſcape. King 
George the Third, of his own accord, 
and uninfluenced by any Engliſh mini- 
ſter, founded afterwards, and effected 
that wiſe and happy union with Pruſſia, 
in v agitation between "theſe two! "courts, 


F 


d not 


ſince 
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ſince the commencement of that nego- 
ciation which brought about the league 
of the German princes. Frederick, at 
that time, with friendly confidence, ap 
plied to George the Third, and this mo- 
narch acceded to that league, with all 


the. a of his fair and candid 
mind. 2 * 
The partition of. Poland was, no 


doubt, a great political tranſaction of 
Frederick the Great, which, tbrough 


all“ Europe, excited as much aſtoniſnj- 
ment as envy. As to what Frederick 


i in . He would not 


have known his own intereſt had he at 
the diſmemberment of Poland, not en- 


deavoured to proportion his increaſe of 
power to that of Auſtria and Ruſſia.— 


This was contradicted, however, by 


Tome 


1 . F er » 
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* 


ſiome idle rumour, at that time circu- 
lating through Berlin, that General Len- 
tolus, from ſordid ſelfiſhneſs, had neg- 
lected the King's intereſt at Warſaw.— 


But Lentulus was only the repreſenting 


Pruſſian miniſter at the Poliſh court, 
and by no means the real ne gociator. 
Frederick's only inſtrument in this ne· 
gociation, was, not a Swils, but a Ha. 
noverian, the Chevalier Benoit. This 


[refpectallezzaeute and dexterous gentle. 


man, received the ſtricteſt and moſt 
determinate in 104-79 f peach 
5 fam the king bimſelf. 


Frederick's true intereſt, was iy: no 


i neglected. It is true, that in land 
and number of people he got leſs than 


Auſtria and Ruſſia. But I have been 
aſſured, by profound ſtateſmen, that bis 
* is of greater value than thoſe of 
t | ___ Ruſſu 


- 


\ 
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Ruſſia and Auſtria put together. For 


this reaſon, a politician of deep and ex- 


tenſſve knowledge, the Auſtrian am- 


baſſador to the court of Berlin, Baron 


Swieten, ſaid openly and without any 
reſerve: © Both the Imperial courts, I 


« muſt confeſs, on the partition of Po- 


cc land, have eſtimated, like noblemen, 0 
ee at the diviſion of tillage-ground ; but 

et Frederick, like a ſovereign, who has 
. nothing i in view bur the true n 
0 tage of his realm,” 


An ineſtimable advantage gained IN 


3 che king, was the command of the Viſtula, 


by means of the toll at Vordan and the 


port of Dantzic. All the imports and 


exports of Poland by ſea, muſt paſs 
through the Pruſſian territory and Pruf- 


fian hands. Thus the king of Pruffia be- 


came mafter of the commerce of Poland. 


* 
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; It is particularly remarkable, that the 


rivers running northward from the bor- 


ders of Courland to the Moſelle, are all 


by tolls and poſts, in the power of Pruſ- 


fta. The kingdom of Poland, through 
5 its whole extent, has but one ſingle port 
left, namely, that of Polangen, in the E 
diſtrict belonging to Prince Sacken. But 
there is no deep extenfive inland ſtream; 
5 all the navigable rivers join in the Pruſ- 8 


fian dominions, and whatever i is ſhipped 
on them, is ſubje& to Pruſſian duties 


and regulations. Even the important 
ſaltworks which fell to the Emperor's 


ſhare, were prevented from anſwering the 


ſanguine expectations of the Imperial 


coutt, by F rederick's i importation of ſea - 


F rance, through the whole of this ne- 


! 


- gociation, was kept in a never-ceafing ro- 


tation 
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tation of anxiety. How cigerly. Choi- 
ſeul graſped every information, however 
rrifling, he could catch; and in how 
maſterly a manner Frederick checked 
and puniſhed the impudent curiofity of 
5 the French ambaſſador at Berlin, I have 
related in the tenth chapter of this work. ; 
But France went yet further without 
more ſucceſs, . The Duc d'Aiguillon, 
: Choiſeul's ſucceſſor, ſent another ſecret” 
emiſſary to Berlin. Metra i is his name, 
and he is ſtill living. D'Aiguillon of- 
fered the king the guaranty of France | 
for any part of Poland he might chooſe, 
| under this condition, that he ſhould give 
up his connexions with Auſtria and Ruſ- 
ba, concerning the partition of Poland. 
We may eaſily imagine, how he looked 
at ani emiſſary. 15 
e NM 1 Frederick's 
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Q | Frederick's art of negociating, never 
one in a brighter light, than through all 


- the ſtages of that negociation which ef- 
fected the Germanic league. Since the 


_ diſcovery of that great Oriental ſcheme, 
mentioned at the end of the ninth chap- 


ter, conſequently, fince 1781, under the 


veil of the profoundeſt ſecret, Frederick 
bad kept up an epiſtolary correſpond- 
ence with the noble- minded, patriotic | 
55 elector of Mayence, concerning a league | 
of the German princes. The Pruſſian 
miniſters knew very well the exiſtence 


of ſuch a correſpondence : but none of 
them had the leaſt knowledge of its ob- 


ject. Notwithſtanding his imaginary 


omniſcience, Count Vergennes had not 


| the leaſt ſhadow of ſuſpicion or conjec- 


ture of this tranſaction. For in June, 


failles: : 


1784, he ſaid to Baron Horſt, at Ver- 
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ſailles: „ Your ſovereign | is the greateſt 


6c prince of his age: he has achieved 


| C amazing things, but has no ally, He 
is quite alone, and not likely to get 
6 any real ſupport by wy: alliance n can 


4 think of.*” 


Long before that time, when Vergen= j 
nes, with ſuch little foreſight, talked 
at Verſailles, Frederick's important ne- 
gociations, concerning the Germanic C 


league, had been on foot. It was 
a great. while after, that the firſt rymour 


of this league reached the cabinets of 


Europe. No one, howev@, was more 
I M3 acid 


# « Votre roi eſt le plus grand prince de ſon fiècle: 


il a fait les plus grandes choſes, mais il n'a aueun 


« alliè. II s'eſt mis tout ſeul, et il ne peut avoir 
« Papparence de trouver des fecours orga par une 
« alliance, quelle que je puiſſe 1 imaginer.”! 02 
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aſtoniſhed. than Vergennes. | Pax. he 
wanted but little political arithmetie to 
compute, that Hanover, Saxony, Heſſe 
and Brunſwick, are able to aſſiſt the King 
of Pruſfa, i in a few weeks, with a more 
formidable army of the choiceſt and beſt 
diſciplined trop than 05 power in 
Eutope. I 
The NE fundamental cauſe of the 
"Gia league, lies, no doubt, in the 
dangerous connexion of Auſtria, with 
the quondam kingdom of France. 
Pruſſa le xced this danger in the firong- 
eſt view. George the Third faw and 
felt what would be the conſequence, if 
France were ſuffered to become a pre- 


ponderating power, and, eſpecially, if 


the ſhould ſucceed in her attempt, to 
fubdue Holland, and joined that power- 
il league. A 


char. 2 
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S CE OB ̃ ͤ é 
| ederick's  Sentiments concerning the Jes 


. | Ae 'On his Idea of eftabliſhing 4 Ro. 
nan Catholic Biſhoprick in Cleves, and the 
moet Hope he gave Clement the Thirteenth 
as be eee the 9 * 


7 | - AREDERICK's ſentiments reſpedt 


ing the Jeſuits, are clearly expre . 
1 fed ; in. his poſthumous works, and, eſpe- 


; cially, in his letters to. d'Alembert.— | 
"| Fherefore, it is inconceivable how ſome 
| | writers have dared to aſſert, that he had 


been a declared enemy of the Jeſuits. 

5 He hated in them what was hateful. 

5 When he wrote the hiſtory of the ſeven 

| . M4 years | 
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years war, he related the cauſes of their 
expulſion from Portugal, as they were 
then underſtaod. But after Pombal's 
| death, this memorable event bas been 
unravelled and placed in a quite different 
light. I bave heard from Count Suſa, 
Portugueſe ambaſſador to the court 
of Berlin, a gentleman of great parts and 
knowledge, the complete reverſe of what 
Frederick tells us reſpecting the pre- 
tended conſpiracy againſt the King 8 life, 
plotted by the Jeſuits. © The Jeſuits,” 

ſaid Count Suſa, cc have deſerved, for 
08 many reaſons, to be driven out of 
KL Portugal, But, with reſpect to this 
“ ſuppoſed conſpiracy, they were as 
= innocent as the duke d'Aveiros, and 
other perſons of the firſt rank, who, 

on account of this falſe accuſation, 
40 ' luffered the moſt cruel death. Nobody 
g 2 had 


re“. 2 — "PAT Le as... 
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| ce had any intention to murder the king; ; | 
| 60 No one could know, that the king | | j 
: c was in that carriage, which was fired ö 
« at, in the r „by ſome hire- | 
e. lings of the duke d'Aveiros. This i 

* carriage belonged to one of the king's . 

| pages, who had laid a plan of mur , 
e (ering that duke. On this carriage 
te they fired, at the very time wWwhen the f 

8 king uſually held a cabinet- council | j 


«© with his principal miniſters; © But, 
« his majeſty having an intrigue with 4 
« nun, choſe that time to viſit the nu 

* nery in the carriage of his News. 
| M tC 41671 His 


_- portiigal is that chriſtian country where the fair 

2 are watched and ſequeſtered in the moſt ſhocking 1 
manner; and where, for this very reaſon, men are " 1 
inventive, ingenious and ſucceſsful, in the art of con⸗ 
quering the female heart. The great Count de Lippe, 85 
whoſe name is ſtill highly reſpected in Portugal, had 

an intrigue with a Portugueſe nun, and got + daughter, 

ho i 1 1 e in . 
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« His premier, the marquis of Pombal, 
| « had but very little difficulty. to per- 5 
: * ſuade this weak and timorous 
prince“, that! it was the duke d'Avei- 
« ros's intention to murder him, and 
ehe availed himſelf of this favourable 
8 opportunity of conſignipg to the exe- 
vs .cutioner's hands the firſt nobili ity of 
/ « Portugal. Noblemen of the firſt 
; 105 diſtinction, utterly innocent, were be- 
% headed or broke on the wheel, be- 
« cauſe. they were obnoxious to the 
* marquis of Pombal. As little did 
« . the Jeſuits think on regicide, as they 
60 knew of the rade murder of the 


e 7 Pate 


* After this 8 the wie was ſo fearful, 
chat he neyer was without charged piſtols; and at his 
death were found, i in his bed, two loaded 5 under 
mu pillow, | $5 8 4 
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te page, in whoſe carriage the king went 
. to his nun. Father Malagrida was 2 
4 ſuperſtitious blockhead, an-enthufiaft, 
et that ſpent his whole life in company 
«. with old women, whom he told many 
« a wonderful tale, wrought out in bis, 
« fanatic brain.? 
Pope Clement the ind hows. 
| Fit filly. he may. be otherwiſe, was, 
therefore, very right in vindicatingand 7 
ſupporting, the Jeſuits, as far as. they. 
were charged. with. an intended murder 
of the King of Portugal. F rederick re- 15 
lated this event according to the report, 
which Pombal had: circulated. through 
all Europe, knowing, however, better 
than- any one elſe, how many events have 
happened theſe forty: years in Europe, 


# 's 


the true cauſes of which are the 195 | 
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| lute reverſe of st they are _— 
Y to be, through all the world, ö 


| Notwithſtanding the ſevere — | 


8 Frederick in his poſthumous works, 


paſſes on the Portugueſe Jeſuits, he 


. wrote and ſpoke of their fraternity in 
a general, on many other occafions, with 
great kindneſs. He held them in high | 
eſtimation, on account of their merits 
in inſtructing young people, in every 
branch of polite literature. „ We 
25 ſhould deſtroy nothing 3”. ſaid he, to 
the prince de Ligue, « why, then, def. 
« troy the Jeſuits, theſe depoſitaries of 
« the Greek and Roman graces, theſe | 
@« eminent profeſſors? But while, my 
Io brethren, the Catholic, moſt Chrif- 
tian, and Apoſtolic: Majeſties, are ex- 
"0 « pelling the Jeſuits, I, an Arch-heretick 
40 king, gs up as many as I can catch; 
El e 5 and, 
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« and, perhaps, I may be courted, one 
10 day or other, to give ſome of then! 


ec back again. 


Frederick did not take any notice of 
the bunting of Ex Jeſvits, which has i 


at Berlin, about the end of his reign.— 


Long before he knew full well what was 5 
worth knowing, with reſpect to this 
matter. In the year 1771, he told Ba- 
ron Horſt, that the Ex- Jeſuits had eſta- 
bliſhed in France, free · maſons lodges, 
| becauſe the French government, under 


the ſevereſt penalties, had interdicted 


all aſſemblies of Ex- Jeſuits , confiſting of 
more than three. The, chief end of theſe 

eſtabliſhments, no doubt, was to pre- 
ſerve what they could ſave out of the 
1 ſhipwreck of cheir order, and d to concert 


dhe 


* 
7% 


Memoire ſur le Roi de Pruſſe, Frederick le 
Grand, par le Prince de Ligne, page 53 & 54. 5 
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the beſt. RI ARE for that purpoſe, — 
ver likely they might hope to attain 
more ends than one by this medley of 
3 e and Jeſuitiſm. All the 
free - maſons at leaf, - whom they re- 
ceived, got the tonſure, and really be- 
came Jeſuits. Thus the late and pre · 
ſent Duke of Orleans, the elector of Bar 
varia, (as I have been aſſured) and mar 
ny a free · maſon in Germany became 
| tonſurated.. Though Frederick. knew 
all this, he did, however, not notice at 

all the hunting of. dee raiſed. in 
his dominions. 1 4 
Much greater aftoniſhment,. was exe 

cited over all. Germany, by his ö 
5 endeavours to draw the Jeſuits, ba · 
nhiſhed from Roman. Catholic coun- 
tries, into his kingdom. M. Birken- 
dock, at Vienna, a len equally 
diſtin- 
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Adele for his ralents and ſenti-" 
ments, ſpeaks in a very favourable man- 
ner of this defign, in his Latin eulogy bo 
of Frederick the Great. He thinks, | 
the Jeſuits have never more proved their 
cunning and artfulneſs, than by avoiding 
Frederick's ſnare. But the whole con- 
catenation of theſe events, which I Peru | 
from Baron Horſt, is totally different 


from what Mr. Birkenſtock Tuppoſes it 4 
to be. | 
«At that glorious and memorable pe- — 14 
tiod, when Pope Ganganelli began to [ k 
urge the diſſolution of the order, a Mr. | | 
| Dobriluck, formerly colonel in the Im- | | i] 
perial ſerviee, came to the king. In his ; . 
youth he had entered that order, and 'F N 
afterwards, without taking the dreſs and ö N 
vow, remained attached to it; which was j 
8 very common at that time, Dobriluck | | 
TT wm . 
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ptepeted to ch king, « That he ſhould 
5 give the oppreſſed Jeſuits full pro- 
C7 tection and ſecurity i in his dominions, 
; us; and theſe in 'requital would eſtabliſh 
4 in ſome Pruſſian port, the moſt exten- 
ive and profitable commerce with 
« China, ever carried on by any Euro- 
cc pean nation with that country. At 
« the Court of Pekin they had the 
«c greateſt influence and rank of Man- 
« darins; and as for the means requiſite 
« for undertaking the moſt important 
« enterprizes, the Jeſuits knew very 
ee well where to find them.“ 
The King approved the propoſal, and 
| agreed to all its conditions ; but, in the 
progreſs of the bufineſs, it tranſpired 
very ſoon, that Dobriluck v was ſent to the 
king, not by Ricci, the general of the 
Jeſuits, but by father Romberg, their 
. well 
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* 


well-known prefect in Gap: Ricci. 


| would have nothing to do with any ſuch | 
plan, In the true character of a monk, 
he ſaid, „his order was in the moſt diſ- 


« treſſed | and abandoned fituation ; he | 
40 ſcarcely knew how to find ſubſiſtence . 
6 for his poor brethren driven out from BE 
10 Portugal and Spain, and was, of 
« courſe, very far from thinking of 


ec great commercial ſpeculations.” Soon 


after Ricci was impriſoned 1 in the fort of 
St. Ange. Among his papers were found - 


all the ſhrove-tickets of Mary Thereſa, 


which, contrary to the laws and diſci- 
pline of the Roman Catholick church, 
by her Jeſuitic confeſſor were conſtantly. 
and regularly ſent to Ricci. Ganganelli 


ſent all theſe tickets to the Empreſs, 


who, enraged by this ſhameful conduct, 


| not only withdrew her Protection from 


| Ricci 


. 
| 


1 


2 — n — ger 


L 
1 
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Ricci ard his order, but alſo ſuppreſſed 
ĩt in all her dominions, in a manner ſo 
ſevere and contradictory to the religious 
turn of the pious mind of Mary Thereſa, 
. no one who did not know the hiſtory 
"of the ſhrove-tickets could account for it, 
Frederick's favourable diſpoſition | to- 
3 the Jeſuits, took riſe amidſt the 
© terrors and dangers of the ſeven years 

war, when the enthuſiaſm and wild reli- 
gious phrenzy of the Roman Catholic k 
mob, acted and fought ſo powerfully 
againſt him. In this war, while, the 
triple · crowned blockhead at Rome in- 
ſpired all the German eceleſiaſtie princes 
with the ſame pbrenzy, the Jeſuits in 
Breſlaw diſtinguiſhed themſelves by. true 
generoſity and Pruſſian patriotiſm. After 
the battle of Breſlaw, loſt by the duke of 
e a, great number of wounded 
1 Proſſians = 
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Pruffians were carried to that town. The 
Jeſuirs entreated the Auſtrian general's 
permiſſion to receive and nurſe theſe poor 
abandoned Pruſſians. They got this 
permiſſion, and evacuated almoſt the 
whole of their ſpacious monaſtery for the* | 
benefit of theſe unfortunate men, whom 
they treated with the utmoſt kindneſs. 
This happened before the battle of Leu- 
then, and, conſequently, at a time when | 
no one could ſuppoſe that the king ever 
again would be maſter of Breſlaw. Fre- 
derick never forgot this generous and 
loyal conduct of the Jeſuits in Breſlaw. 
Many a time he ſaid in the preſence of 
Baron Horſt, from whom J learned this 
trait of Frederick's character: „I care 
* as little for the diſputes of the Jeſuits 
« with the Roman church and ſo many 
« courts, as far their religious contro- 


- i verſies 
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* verſies and errors. On ſeveral occa- 
1 fions, the Jeſuirs in my dominions have 


« behaved like good citizens and loyal 


4. ſubjects, and for this reaſon it is in- 


« cumbent-on me to protect them.” 


lafluenced by theſe ſentiments, Fre- 
derick formed the plan of eſtabliſhing a 
| OR Catholic biſhoprick at Xanten, i in 
e duchy of Cleves, where à great 
| 0 inhabitants ate of that religion, 
and in religious matters, ſubje& to fo- 
: reign biſhops. He was the more diſ- 
poſed to execute this plan, as he ſaw the 
: Emperor's intention of taking away 
from the German biſhops all their 
dioceſes. During the Pope's ſtay in 
Germany, Frederick ſent the Abbe du 


Val-Pyrcau, to compliment him in 
Bavaria, and to treat with him about their 
biſhoprics. But this Abbe, a man proud 


and 


al 
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and upſtart, and long odius to the court. 
of Rome for his heretical writings, be- 
haved with ſo much inſolence in his 
negociations with the Pope, that he com- 
plained bitterly againſt him. Struck 
with theſe complaints, the King, for 
that time, gave up his plan. But, as 
not only in the duchy of Cleves, but ; 
alſo in the Pruffian part of Gueldern, 5 
there i is a great number of Roman Ca- 
tholics, ſubject in matters of religion to 
the Auſtrian biſhop at Ruremonde, it 
may be executed at ſome other time, 
| eſpecially as the Pope has now a Charge 
des faires in Berlin, and the King of 
Pruſſia one in Rome. 

After the ſeven years war, a ; zealous, 
pious and ſtupid Count Moncada, went 
from Vienna to Berlin, with an intention 
to convert the King to the Roman Ca- 
tholic 


. i 
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tholic faith. n got ( hope not 


for this purpoſe) the hiſtory of the 
life and miracles of Saint Thereſa, print - 


ed in four different languages. It is eaſy 


to conceive bow Frederick muſt have 
laughed at this miſſionary. More yet he 
5 ee laughed, when he gave Cle- 
ment the Thirteenth to underſtand, that 
he wiſhed to become a Roman Catholic. 


This crowned | prieſt deſerved ſuch 
 farcaſms, for ſending a conſecrated 
cap and ſword to field-marſhal Daun, in 


compliment of his having defeated the 


Pruſſians near Hochkirchen. The ſame 


ſarcaſm was repeated, when the King 
wanted to engage in his ſervice the Be- 
nedictine Monk Pernetty, and to get for 
him, from the Pope, leave to wear a ſecu · 
lar dreſs. This buſineſs was conducted 
by Baſtiani, wh o aſſured the Pope, that, 
as 
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2s Frederick had a great mind to em- 
brace the Roman Catholic religion, and 
no one was-abler to complete his conver- 
fion, than a man of ſuch deep and exten- ; 
five learning as Pernetty, it would be a 


matter of conſcience to refuſe him that 10 


leave, which the King's inſuperable | 
averfion from every kind of monkiſh 
dreſs, made abſolutely neceſſary. The 
Pope did not think proper to endanger . 
his ſoul, by obſtructing ſuch a brilliant 
proſpect to the church of God, diſpenſed 
with Pernetty” s wearing his BenediQtine 
dreſs, created him Abbot of Burgel in | 
partibus infideliuin, and com plimented the 
new Abbot with a monſtrous golden 
croſs, and & large gold ribband. 


| To CHAP. 


- 


240 aner VIEWS-OF THE.LIFE, &c. 


5 L Wo o 
» 1 e ; , * , N * . ; * a 
. * p ; WS. a , 


_< 


Or a Andes, Principle 1 — in- 
2 ternal. State; economy, and ſome Hrange 

Aſſertious at the en of this grea 
- King, 


ON Ame EPO to a, as if he never 
ſhould die,” ſaid F rederick to 


LL Baron Horſt, at the cloſe of a converſa. 


tion, that concerned the draining of a 


large marſhy tract near the Oder, 
and the colonizing of this tract.— 
; When Baron Horſt had communicated 
to the king his ideas about this ſcheme, 
he anſwered, *«* Very well 3 but now 
ce we muſt endeavour to proceed far- 
TOP ther, ö we eſtabliſh this 
(. year 


— 


n 
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** tie year bonn hundred Hamikes, the 
* next wie muft ſettle fix kundred, the 
\ £6-tHhird eight hundred, the fourth per- 


. hips, twelve hundred, and fo forth; 


de after twenty nty years time, that” will 
ee make a fine number! But, fr, why 


e do you ſtare? I know your thoughts. 


te There is an extravagant old man, you 


* think, who, perhaps, counts to Five | 
ee till the vety end of khis century; how ; 


* eyet, let me tell you, that I o not 


1 hope to live two years longer. But 
% you muſt know, rhat in the place ; 
5 01 where I am, we muſt act as if we never 


2 « ſhould Mean F 
ver. 4. 1 E308 Wan 
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This ſublime: "oy NE CTR 8 
eva a fundamental principle of 
Frederick's internal ſtate economy. 


Vaſt were all his undertakings for the im- 


a provement of his dominions. N otwith- 


they were all ſo fruitful and thriving, 


« aſſiſted his ſubjects to the amount of 
_ «© many, many millions, when they had 
9 n ſevere loſſes from wars, 


i Fg Pk þ 5 a cc floods, 


4, ans cela fera un beau r me 5 
1 gardez - vous, Monſieur ? Je vois ce que vous penſez l 
% Yoils un vieillard bien extravagant, qui compte 


© vivre, peut - Etre, juſqu 'J la fin du Siècle. Je dois 


4 vous dire, que je ne compte paint avoir} encore 


deux ans A vivre. Mais ſachez, que dans la place 


© oũ je fog Ae comme f Lon ne moumoit 


70 A 


mais. 


0 Nanding their great variety and number, 


that we cannot, without the greateſt 
aſtoniſhment, hear one of his eccleſiaſtic 
counſellors ſay : ** Though the King has 
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floods, bad harveſts, and ober miſ- 1 3 
& fortunes, the country people in moſt ! - MJ 
4 of the provinces, during bis reign, e dl 4 
60 were ſtill impoveriſhing more and — Wl 
te more. * This counſellor, I am told. . i 
picked up by far the greateſt part of his — A 
information of this kind, in converſa- | f 4 | 
tions he heard in a tavern at Berlin, call 5 I 


ed the New World, which he viſited Os * 
every day at a certain hour. But, if the . 
gentlemen of this New World ſhould 
wiſh to eſtabliſh the glaring Patdox, | 
that, during Frederick's reign, the couii- 
try people in the Pruſſian dgminions were. 
impoveriſhing g more and more, it would * 
be their province, not only to prove \ 
their aſſertion, but alſo to remove all the +. 
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inſyperable facts and Armen AF the 
contrary, 
Even with all the gupid e of a 
Capuchin Monk, it muſt be impoſſible 
to believe, rhat a country is deelining or 
f ſinking deeper in poverty, when the ins 
tereſt of money finks under half its for- 
mer amount, the number of its inhabit- 
| ants is uncommonly increafing, the cul 
| tivation of waſte lands every where en- 
c. nuraged and promoted with the moſt 


| | ardent zeal, and an incredible number of 

=_ houſes and other builſiogs ee 

H ra arte 1 is « 1087 TY. 

rte be laſs of le in the 
Prufian Provinces was certainly not im- 

| poyeriſhed under this zeign- i Bt, this 
groundleſs rumour originated with the 
pedlars and hawkers, ſometimes alſo with 

the merchants, becauſe Frederick did 


tories in his dominions. And this ſame 


way it reached the gentlemen of the New. 


World, and M. Buſhing. 


Count Mirabeau goes yet grenter: d 
lengths than theſe gentlemen, by ende/- 
vouring to prove, in his work on the 
Pruſſian monarchy, © that the thriving 5 
4 condition of the moſt flouriſhing Pruſ- 

« fian provinces was ſo great, for this 
« reaſon only, that by the management h 
46 of their concerns, the king had quite 

4e laid aſide his general principles of 
4 government.” It is not poſſible to 


paſs a ſeverer cenſure on Frederick's ad- 


miniſtration 3. and pints it 1s: neceſſary 8 
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not think proper to free commerce and 
trade from that reſtraint, which he found 
neceſſary for the purpoſe: of ſupporting 
and promoting agriculture and manufac- 


| us Iren T3EWS or rh dE, 0. 


to kubjodt it to a ſtriét ſcrutiny ud exs⸗ 
minailon. daidw tit Rat ud mon oben 


oe fourihing ao of the Welipher 


| Han provinees is aſcribed by Count Mi- 
rabeau, to the liberty of commerce, and 
their. exemption from that fiſcatine fyſ- 
tem, which, with reſpeEt to the exciſe 
het Nd poſt- duties and bello in- 


But this is the moſt. glaring untruth. 
For it is obvious to every one, that in the 
Pruſſian part of Weſtphalia, during 

Frederick reign, commerce and trade 
laboured under much greater reſtraints 
than in any other part of his dominions. 

le thought proper to try the experi- 
ment if theſe provinces, ſo ſeparate and 


parted from each other, could be con- 


nected into a more advantageous ſyſtem, 
5 op invariably RING the ſum of their 
| taxes, 
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taxes, or intradycing,, as they call it, a 
direct impoſt. i! A fixed exciſe ſeemed. to 
be the beſt means. of, making this pe- | 
riment, which was conſequently done in 
the years 1766 and/3767,by a regulation. 


_ which ſupjected the. largeſt family tons 


more than ia. monthly quota, never ex 

ceeding three dollars; and poor families 
only to a monthly payment of eighteen 
groſchen,# abd even à ſmaller ſum, 
But a ſhort experience was ſufficient to 
prove, what a difference there i is between 
the direct paying of a fixed tax, and che 
imperceptible contribution from con- 
ſumption and trade, A general outcry 
_ againſt the new ſyſtem, obliged the king 
very ſoon, to the former way of levying 
the exciſe. The merchants and traders, 
along 


8 
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| Hos continued to pay a fixed ſum, un- 
der the proviſo, that all the country 
people, in the Pruffian part of Weſt⸗ 
Phalia, were obliged to buy whatever 
they wanted from the inhabitants of 
Pruſſian towns, whereby they were ex- 
poſed to heavy penalties, and put under 
a much more vexatious fiſcaline ſyſtem ; 
than in all the other Pruſſian provinces. 
With reſpect to the ſalt-regale, tolls, 
and poſt-duty, they were likewiſe much 
more haraſſed, and even the tax called 
tobacco- money, was paid by them at a 
higher rate than by other Pruſſian ſub- 
jects; and though thoſe i in other pro- 
vinces, by the aboliſhing of the general 
tobacco adminiſtration, have got ſome 
relief reſpecting the tobacco tax, the 
Weſtphalians till continue to pay the : 


—— 


5 ſame as before, 


N Sing, 
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Nothing. therefore, under the ſun, 
can equal the impudent raſhneſs with 
which Count Mirabeau aſcribes tbe more 

flouriſhing ſtate of the Pruſſian domi- 

nions in Weſtphalia, to their not being 
ſubject to the ſame fiſcaline hardibipg a8 a8 
the other provinces; nothing, I fay, is 
equal to this impudence but his ignor- 
ance, Which is ſo much the greater, as 
the fantaſtic dreams of the French &c0- 
nomiſts have never been any where more 
forcibly refuted by incontrovertible ex- 
perienee, than i in theſe Fran Provinces 
in Weſtphalia, 9200 Aan IT 

Their greater population and gh 
are produced hy cauſes altogether diffe · 
zent from what. Mirabean han and 

bbeſe are: Fro a6 i a 

Fig, The ſpinaing of FYRO} and 

n of linen, which are of ſuch. im» | 


portance, 
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| Portance, that the county of Ravenſberg 


alone, on an average, annually exports 


more than a million dollars worth of 
linen and flaxen yarn ; and in this coun» 
ty, where every hand ſpins or weaves, 


more than fix thouſand people liye on 
each German ſquare wille. 
Secondly, The great ſum .of foreign 
money imported every year info: the 
Pruſſian part of Weſtphalia, by the im- 
menſe number of young people going 
In the ſpring to Holland, there to work : 
"= very high wages, and bringing a 
great part of their money home, for the 
fupport of their families. More than 
thirty thouſand people g0 annually from 
the Pruſſian provinces to Holland, and 
every one of them, on an average, brings 
back twenty dollars: from the province 
of * even a girls £0 to the Dutch 
Doe to ; bleaching 


OF FREDERICK THE GREAT. 251 


bleaching places, and each of them IF 
_ earns no leſs than an hundred florins. A 
great many people of the province of 
Minden, and other Pruſſian dominions 
in Weſtphalia, go on the whale fiſhery, 
and every one of them clears an hundred 
dollars, and more. 

P ourthly, There are, in the county of 7 
* Dies, a. claſs of trading people or 
pedlars, who travel through Germany, 
g France, Italy, Ruſſia and Sweden, with 
. ſciſſars, knives, and other ſmall com- . 
modities. The number of theſe mer - 


L 

2 cantile adventurers is by no means in- 3 
1 conſiderable; for one fingle merchant at —_—_ 
Mettingen, in the county of Lingen, 

d ſends out ſeven hundred of them. 
8 In the fifth place, The exemption of 
the Weſtphalian provinces from the 
Sn * for ſupplying the army 
A £322 with 


TY errber nv er THe Liv; be. 


with recruits, contributes nine 5 to the 
: wealth and flouriſhing itite, 15 


Aud faftly, They tnjoy many advis- 


| ages from their different ſituati ons. This 


Fat Ffizia gets 2 great deal'of monty 
by rearing cattle, dealing in horſes, and 
its commercial maritime interedurſe with 

Holland. The Rhine grants the ſame 
9 advantages to che duchy of Cleves: 

x the Maeſe to the province of Guel- 


Minden er potts a great quantity 


9 bee and the ſole diffrit of Rhuden 
ſends annually, to the value of thirty 
Hhovſand dollars, wooden fadles, trays, 


and other ſuch trifles to Holland: 
All this is truth, certsin, undeniable 


truth, though Count Mirabehd- end his 


Berlin infermers, count dete otberwile. 
Mes Uneveanen planar _ NEE inha- 


„ | an | wealth 
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wealth and proſperous condition; of, the 
Pruſſian provinces in Weſtphalia, and not 
that airadrawn one of Count Mirabeau, 
that in theſe provinces Frederick devi- 
_ ated) from his general principles of go 
vernment. | 17 | 


; 
| 
: vis Like groundleſs. with this affection. i is 
; another; namely, that Frederick had 
never favoured theſe provinces, nor 
x given them money or any particular 
| ſupport. Even in the year 1785, he 
forgave them the whole of their contri- 
bution, once for three, and again for 
four months. When the town of Em- 
den ſuſtained the misfortune of the ſea 
ſweeping away a part of the riſing 
+ [| (ground, on which ſtands one part of the 
2 .town-wall and the burial place, the king 
Leave them eight and twenty thouſand | 
dollars for the neceſſary repairs. Fre- 


Vor. I. 0 TIE = | derick 


th 
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| derick has done innumerable benevolent 
acts; that He wWiſhed not to have blaaell 
abroad, which are forgotten; or only re- 
membered by ſome grateful minds. 
| Pruffis, fay's Count Mirabeau, was, forty» 


*- years together, in diſgrace with Fre- 


derick; yet; However, (to mentiom dnly 
one inſtatice of thouſands); he added to 
the population of that country, ſinoe the 
death of his father, thirteen thouſand 
families of new inhabitants. 41 
_  Cenſoriovſneſs; chatteriug i ipnorance, 
Telf-intereſt, and envy, have told us un- 
numbered tales of «the fruitlefsneſs of 
Fredevick's endeavoors to improve his 
country. Thus they pretend to ſay, that 
the many colonies planted by him were 
uſeleſs, aud productive of no advantage. 
WW Tacks gy to! country, 
N 17 [161:93 31 end 1 +? When 


Ae: 


* Miete ſecrette en cm de deln. val II. p- 90. 
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hen induſtrious; people live and proſ per 


in places where, before, a herd of wretch- 


ed fiſhermen hardly got a miſerable live- 
lihood ? Is! it uſeleſs to meliorate ſands, 
too barren even for ſheep: walks, into 
good tillage ground! Does a country, 
that chiefly ſubſiſts and flouriſhes through 
manufactories, reap no benefit from an 
increaſe of population in general, and 
eſpecially of the number of the maſt 
neceſſary artificers and handicrafts ? - 


Count Mirabeau goes ſo far as to * 


tempt to prove, © that Frederick, during : 

© his,reign, had not increaſed the num 
“ ber of his people; but that, on the 
« contrary, population had not advanced 
even in the proportion of its natural 
be Pfogreflion ;' ;” and to ſucceed in this 
attempt, he profeſſes to conceive that the 
Population of the Pruſſian dominions, : as | 


0 5 Frede · _ 
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Frederick found it on his acceflion tothe 
crown, is ſtated by Count Herzberg in a 
manner not to be relied upon, as very 
likely founded on nothing but a num- 
ering of the people, which, he thinks, 
cannot be but a very doubtful method 
| of aſcertaining the nenen of a 
country. 2 
"The 1 ignorance which the count bes 
Here reſ pecting the Pruffian government, 
7 Is * ridiculous.” 32 | 
There are three different ways of num- : 
bering the people, obſerved in this ſtate; 
firſt, for the purpoſe of drawing up the 
hiſtorical tables, which Rate all the dif- 
elend clafſes of people, their ſex, age, 
trade, &c. under a great variety of diſ- 
kinctions; ſecondly, for the regulation 
and control of the ſalt duties, where no- 
4 he & is taken notice of but che ſex, age, 


any 


and 
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and number of people; and in the third 
place, for the military enrolling-liſts, 


which, even with reſpect to the female 
ſex, contain as particular and minute a 


detail as the hiſtorical tables. 
It were ſtrange indeed, if on all theſe 
different enumerations of the people i in 


the Pruſſian dominions, done by quite 


different perſons and for different pur- 


p oſes, no faithful ſtatement of their 
Rieder cold be Founded; and it nlites 


| aſtoniſhment, how Mirabeau could ven- 
ture to impugn ſuch a ſtatement on the 


bare authority of fantaſtic principles and 


r ee aſſertions. 


From what ſources Count Mirabeau : 
tius drawn his Berlin information and of 
what ſhameful coffee-houſe and tavern 
. he has made up his work on the 
Pruffian monarchy, and his Secret Hiſ- 
tory 
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tory: of the Court of Berlin, is now pretty 
generally known. But how muſt this 
gentleman, and his Berlin informers, 
| have ſmarted, on reading that true and 
excellent remark, with which one of. his 
moſt ingenious and candid reviewers, 
Profeſſor Spitler, at Gottingen, concludes 
his .critic of the firſt of thoſe frothy | 
Works: © In France they will now fancy | 
e they have got a thorqugh and exact 
knowledge of the ſuppoſed brittle 
4 frame of the Pruſian government. On 
„the pretended diſcoveries of weakneſs | 
e in that monarchy, mage, by Count 
Mirabeau, perhaps even the F trench 
«miniſtry may rely one day or other ; 
“and lo le they have ſeen the time al- 
ready, when they fopnd the Marquis 
«of Brandenbourg the very reverſe of 
' 86 their calculations.” | 


wy > END OF VOLUME FIRST, 
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 Exnnara 1 Vor. I. 
Page 5, line 11, for 4vbich read yet—P. 17, Note 1. 3, 
for comparoient read comparurent—p. 86, 1. 18, for par- 


coura read parcouru—Pp. 101, I. 11, for debaviour read 
Jebavuiour—p. 114, Note l. 13, for follow read allow-— 


p- 15 3, Note l. 18, for met a phyfical read metaphyfical— 
p. 154, Note 1 1, for government read governments 


p. 163, I. 20, for 1 do read ado—p. 166, 1.8, for 
chbainſbot read grapeſhoi—p, 181, l. 14 & 15, for and 
bad got very confiderable, be retired, read he got a very 
_ confiderable penſion, and lived much ræſpected in Berlin 


p. 18 2, I. 12, for caught at read caught—p. 183, l. 6, 


for Batifdiſaria read Baciſbiſeray—p. 184, l. 11, for 
triſting read tilting—p. 184, 1. 14 & 15, for but in the 
bands read but tools in the bands —p. 185, l. 4 & 5, forwwith 


reflection read by this reflexion—p. 185, I. 5, for mark 


read give—p. 187, 1, 4, for maame read madame 
p. 183, J. 14, for Chandemago read Chandernagor— 
p. 191, I, 17, for monarchial read monarchical, 


